Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



^ 






t , 



• a\ V ^ 









i.-* 






"V 











<*«/r *»»A 




t<i "UUiusig ^ 




2.5X^ 



e. 175-00 (0 



t. 



\ 






/ 



EVELINA: 



OR 



THE HISTORY 



<nr 



A YOUNG LADY'S ENTRANCE 



INTO THE WORLD. 



▲ tSKWVDlTIOV IN THREE YOLXTBfSS WITH FX.ArZa« 



VOL. L 



PARIS. 

F«INTED FOK TIIEOFHII.U8 BASftOXS, IVNIOl^ 

VOOILSEUjEB., N.^ 5, QlTAir VOI.TiA.lBa, 

— •••«:*. 

M DQCC Till. 




i 2 7 tIAR 1969 



mrO ^ -9 • • • •••••• 



Oh author of mj being ! — ^fiir more dear 
To me than light^ than nourishment^ orrest,-^ 

fijgiea's blessings^ Rapture's burning tear. 
Or the life blood that mantles in my breast I 

If in my heart the lore of yirtue glows, 

'Twas planted tjbere bj an unerring rule,— - 

Fronoi thy example the pure flame arose; 

Ihj life, my precept-^thy good works, mjr 
schooL 

Gould my weak powVs thy numVous yirtues tracer 
By filial love each fear should be repress'd ; 

The blush of incapacity Vd chace, 

Ajad stand recorder of thy worth coufessrd : 

a a 



3vLt, since my niggard stars that gift refuse, 
Concealment is the only boon I claim: 

Obscure be still the unsuccessful Muse, 

Who cannot raise but would not ^ink thy fame. 

• 
X)h! of my life at once the source and joy ! 

If e'er thy eyes these fieeble lines surrey, 

Lei not their foQy their intent destroy ; 

Accept the tribute— -but forget the lay! 



TO 



THE AUTHORS 



OF 



THE MONTHLY AND CRITICAL REVIEWS: 



THE liberty which I take, in addres-* 
sing to you the trifling production of a 
few idle hours, will, doubtless, move 
your wonder and probably your con- 
tempt : I will not, howey w, with the 
futility of apologies, intrude upon your 

time, but briefly acknowledge the mo-^ 
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,^i INTBODUCTIOl^. 

lives of my temerity: lest, by a pre- 
mature exercise of that patience which 
I hope will befriend me, I should lessen 
its benevolence and be accessory to my 
own cond^imiati(Mi. 

Without name, without recommen^ 
daticm^ and unknown alike to succesa 
and disgrace, to whom can I so pra« 
perly apply for patronage as. to those 
who publicly profess themselves In- 
spectors of all literary performances? 

The extensive plan of youc cntkal 
dbaervationa,^— whidbb, not confined to 
works of uldlity or ingenuity,, is equally 
opeu to thosei of frivoloua amusement^ 
—and! 3ret wwae than fri^oUus. dul- 
noBSji — encourages ine tOr seek for your 
pf Qtection:; aiiiGe,«««perhafs fetr my sioai 



««^it ctttitks itie to yonif . ftimotetioiiB : to 
iQieixt, therefofee^ dfiiA oflforiii^ how^ 
en&r inaoi^ficasiti would ill beGome 
lite vnai^ecsaBly o£ ywin uxt^rtiddagi 
l^aoof^ ifeot to desphe: il. nay^ «laa ! ba 
<Mt of youK power. 

!Hm: language ckT adaUtiaa asd tEa 
ittMHW of. flaifaij'v tllou^ Ilia lUitimOL 
tiiiii^tMifcg aiadj^^ rasowBtot; from 
tibie knmeinoiia], of die; Dedicafov^ t^ 
me offer nothing but the wiotfuil Joa^ral 
that I dare not invoke their aid. Sinis*- 
ter views would be imputed to alll could 
say; since, thus situated^ to extol your 
fttdgiQmt^ would seem tbe ci&ct of. art, 
iittidt to telc/brate your ioqMartialitjr be 

it. 
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a 4 



riii I'NfRODUOTION. 

jjors for the ptiblk^-i-to whieti you aw 
bound by the sacred ties of integrity 
to exert ttle most spirited impartiality, 
and to which' yqur suffrages: should 
/ cariy the .marks of; pure, '.dauntless, 
irrefragable truth — to appeal fcMC. your 
MSR.CY were tossoli^^t yoi],r dishcmdr ; 

and, therefbre,T^thbi^gk 'tisis\^eeteiritli4lli 
frankinoense^miove gratefol talJpbe tei|$ei$ 
than all the odorous perfumes of Arabia, 

« • 

— and though 

It droppeth like the gentle rain from hearen 
Upon the place beneath^ — 

I court it not I to your justice alOne 
I am eiititled 3 and by that I n^iiAt 
abide. Tour engagementsi are not : tQ 
the supplicating au&or, but tq /the 



) 



INTRODXJCTION. IX 

candid public, which -will not fail to 
crave 

The penalty and forfeit of your bond. 

No hacknied writer, inared to abuse 
and callous to xriticism^ here braye» 
your severity ; — neither does a half- 
starved garretteer — 

Obliged 1>7 hunger and request of friends - 

implore your lenity: your examina^ 
tion will be alike unbiassed by partiality 
and prejudice — no refractory murmur- 
ing will follow your censure—no private 
interest be gratified by your praise. 

Let liot the anxious solicitude, with 
which I recommend myself to your 

notice, expose me to your derision;: 

a 5 



Tememhev^ Gentlemen^ yoa were* all 
young writers once; «nd the most ex- 
perienced veteran of your corps may^ 
by recollecting his first publication, re- 
novate hisftrafc tecrors^ smd levj^ to 
al'low ibr mine; fisr,. though; eot|i?age'. is^ 
one of the noblest vii:luese£ thia neth^F 
sphere, and, though' scarcely moi^e n^ 
quisite, in the field of battle, to guard 
the fighting hero irom disgrace, than, in 

the private ccHatimerce of the worlds tor 
uravd eff ibafc Uttkness. of soul: -vduciii 
leads by sfa^* impereeptiUe to* all tha 
base tsaift of ^m inferior paasians,. aads 
by "which: the too timid mindia betsaye^ 
inta a servilit9§ d^sdgfitovy to the dtg- 
naity o€ human: nafctire ; yet is iK a viirtoe 
ef no xtecesMity in a situaiie» sui^b aa 
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IKinBLQDUCTIOK. XI 

mine'^SL sitaatioja which remove^ even 
from cowardice itself^ the sting, of igno-*^ 
mmy-y. fbc surely that courage mscy easHy 
he dispensed with, whidb would. xatheB 
excite disgust thaixadmixatioal Indeed^ 
it is the peculiar privilege of an author 
to rah tenioF o£ contempt and posiUa* 
nimity of reproach. 

Here let nie rest, and snatch myself^ 
while I yet unable^ fitem the fascination 
of Egotism^— a. monster, who has more 
TOtaries than ever did homage to the most 
popultir dtfify of antiquity; and whose 
singular quality is, that,'while he excites 
a hlind and involuntary adoration in 
almost every individual, his influence is 
universally disallowed ; his power uni- 
versally contemned; and his worship^ 
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even by his followers, never mentioned 
"but with abhorrence. 

In addressing yon jointly, I mean but 
to mark the generous sentiments by 
which liberal criticism, to the ntter an- 
nihilation of envy, jealousy, and all 
selfish views, ought to be distinguished. 

I have the honor to be, 

GENTiqSMEN^ 

Your most obedient 

Humble servant 

* • _ 

^ it it ir ic it it it 



PREFACE. 



Ik the republic of letters, lliere is no 
xnember of such inferior rank, or who 
is so much disdained by his brethren 
of the quill, as the humble Novelist : 
nor is his fate less hard in the world at 
large, since,^ among the whole class of 
writers, perhaps not one can be named 
of which the votaries are more nu- 
merous but less respectable* .-' 

Yet, while in the annals of those few- 

of our predecessors, to whom this, spe-- 

•- - ■ . > . 

cies of writing is indebted fpr beiji^. 



xir frbfAce. 

saved from contempt and rescued from 
depravity, we can trace such names as 
RousseaUy ^ohttson\ Maiivaiix, Field- 
ing, Richardson, and Smollet, — no man 
need blush at starting from the same 
post; though many, nay, most men, 
may sigh at finding theniBelyes dis- 
tanced. 

9 

The following letters are presented to 
the public,— for such, by hovel writers^ 
novel readers will" Be caired,— wifh a 
very singular mixture of timidity and 
confidence, resulting from the peculiar 
situation of the editor; who, though 
trembluig for their iraccess from a .con- 
sciousness or their imjperfectipns, yet 

> 

^ Howeyer nrpsrior tbe- etfpadties itt- wlSeB 
4^bM« gpemt wltilert <ksewe ia be; odttsldsrecl^. ^e j 
must pardon me that, forthe digniiy of mj su^h 
ject, I here rank the authors ofKaisselas and Eloi'se 
asHf<9Telisti^ 
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kas not being ixLYQlyecl in theis dis- 
grace, while happily wrapped up in a 
mantle of impenetrable obscurity. 

T& draw characters from nature 
fhongk not from life, and to mark 
the nMonara of the times^ ia the at-" 
temptedplan of the foUowingletters* Foe 
thi» pttvpoae, a young female^ educated 
lA the moat sedLuded retirement, makes^ 
at the age of seventeen^ her first appear- 
ttaee u^okl the great and busy stage o€ 
fife > with a vktiaous mind, a cultiviktcd 
Uttdevstanding^ and a. feeling hearty her 
igiMmuaee of the £>rm8 and inexpe^ 
lieBce in the mannecs of the world 
occasiiML^ all the little incideiUS' whick 
thes^ trolumes pecord, and which form, 
the natural progression of the life of it 
young woman, of obscure bijcth but 
coai»pM>«iQu&* beauty^ for the first nip^ 
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inontHs after her entrance into tho' 
World. 

Perhaps, yrete it possible to effect the" 
total extirpation of novels, out young 
ladies in general, and boarding-school 
damsels in particular, might profit from' 
their annihilation : but, since .the dis- 
temper they have spread seems- mcura- 
ble-^since their contagion bids' dbfiance 
to the medicine of advice or reprehen-* 
sion — and since they are found to baffle 
all the mental art of physic, save what 
is prescribed by the slow regimen o£ 
time and the bitter diet of experience — 
surely all attempts to contribute to the 
number of those which may be read, if 

not with advantage, at least without 
injury, ought rather to be encouraged 
than contemned. 

Let me, therefore, prepare for disap- 



'pointment those who, in the perusal 
of these sheets, entertain the gentle 
Expectation of being transported to the 
fantastic regions of Roi];mnce, where 
fiction is colored by. all the gay tints 
of luxurious imagination, where reason 
Is an outcast, and where the sublimity 

of the marvellous rejects all aid from 
' sober probability : -^the heroine of these 
memoirs, young, artless, and inexpe- 
rienced, is 

Ifo Caultlesa monsteiT) that the world ne'er sanT, 

but {he ofTspring of Nature, -^atid of 

Nature in her simpleiit* attite. ♦, ' -^ 

•• ' , ' . 
In all the arts,' the' value' of "(iopies 

can only be proportioned to the scarcfe^ 

ness of originals ; aniong sculptors and 

painters, a fine statue or a b^iiafifQ!! 

jucture of some great master may de- 
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to an opinion of niy oWn ori^nalky^ 
Mrbichl have not the vanity, thefolly^ 
kior the blindneM, to i entertain. 
- Whatever may be the fate of these 
jetteits,: the editor is satisfied they \vill 
meet with justice; and commits tj^emrto 
the press, thoygh hopeless of &me*yet 
dot regardless of censare; 
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EVELINA. 



LETTER I. 



XABY HOWARD TO THE RJEV. MR. VILLARS. 

Howard Grove, Kent. 

CAN any thing, my good Sir, be more painful 
to a friendly mind, than a iiecossily of com- 
municating disagreeable intelligence? Indeed, it 
is sometimes difficult to determine whelbertbe 
relator or the receiver of evil tidings is most to 
te pitied. 

I have just liad a letter from Madame Buval : 
"Ae is totally at a loss in ivhat manner to 
Jjehave ; she seems desirous to repair the wrongs 
she has done, yet wishes the world to believe 
her blameless. She would fain cast upon another 
the odium of those misfortunes for which she 
Blone is answerable. Her letter^ is violent, 
sometimes, abusive, and that of jron! — you, to 
whom she is tinder obligations which are 
greater even than her faults, but to whose 
advice she wickedly imputes all the suHerings 
. TOJi. I. . A 



2 SVXLXNA, 

of her mnch-injared daughter, the late Ladj 
Belmont. The chief purport of her writing 
I will acquaint jou with • the letter itself is not 
worthy your notice. 

She tells me that she has, for many years 
past, been in continual expectation of |making 
a journey to England, which prevented her 
writing for information concerning this melan- 
choly subject, by giving her hopes of making 
personal inquiries \ but family occurrences have 
still detained her in France, which country she 
now sees no prospect of quitting. She )ias, 
ilierefore, lately U8e4 her uJUnost endeavours to 
obtain a faithful account of whatever related to 
her ill-adifised daughter; the result of which 
giving hec some reason to apprehend that upon 
her death-bed she bequeathed aj^i inianj; orphan 
to the world, she most graciously say 9, that if 
youy with' whom she uncierstands the child is 
placed, will procitf*e authen^c proofs of its 
relationship to her, yoi* may . send it. to Paris, 
where she will properjy provide for il;. 

This woman is, undoubtedly, at length , self- 
eonvicted of her mpst minatUTial be^viour ; It 
is evident, from hei: uprritixig, that she is still as 
vulgar and illit^rat^ a3 when her first; husband, 
Mr. Evelyn, had the weakness tp marry her; 
nor does she. at all apologise for i^ldressing 
herself to me> though I was only onco in. her 
company. 



Her letter has excited in mj daughter Mirvan 
« strong desire to be inlbniLed of the motiycs 
which induced Madame Duval to abandon the 
unfortunate Lady Befanont, at a time when a 
mother's protection was peculiarly necessary 
for her peace and her reputation. Notwith- 
standing I was personally ao<{i|ainted with all 
the parties concerned in that afiair, the subject 
always appeared of too delicate a nature to he 
spoken of with the principak; I cannot, there- 
fore, satisfy Mrs. Mirr^^ odierwise Aan hj apply- 
ing to you. 

By saying that yon may send the chiM, 
Madame Duval aims at cottfmring where she 
most ow^ ebligaAion. I pretend not to give 
you adirioB ; yoii, to whose geoeroim pvotectioa 
this helpless orphan b indebted for erery things 
are the best and only judge oC what she ought 
to do ; but I am much concenaed at the trouble 
and uneasiness which this unworthy woman may 
x>ccasion you. 

My daughter and my grandchild join with 
me in desiring to be most kindly remembered 
to#he amiable girl^ and they bid me remind 
you, that the annual yisit to Howard GroYCy 
which we were forioaerly promised, has been 
discontini^ed for nMMre than four years^ I am^ 
dear Sir, with great regard. 

Tour most obedient friend and serrant, 
▲ a M« Howard. 



EV£UNA. 



LETTER II. 



KR. YILLARS TO ULDY HOWARD. 

Berrj-Hill, Dorsetshire. 

YOUR Ladyship did but too well foresee the 
perplexity and uneasiness of which Madame 
Duval's letter has been producti?e : however, 
I ought ralher to be thankful that I have so 
many years remained unmolested, than repne 
at my present embarrasisment ; since it proves^ 
at least; that this wretched woman is at length 
awakened to remorse. 

In regard to my answer^ I most humbly 
request your Ladyship to Write to this effect: 
— '* That I would not, upon any account, in- 
tentionally offend Madame Duval, but that 
I have weighty, nay unanswerable reasons for 
detaining her grandaughter at present ^ 
England^ the principal of which is, that it 
was the earnest desire of one to whose will 
she owes implicit duty. Madame Duval may 
be assured that she meets with the utmost at- 
tention and tenderness; that her education, 
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howerer short of mj wishes, ahnost exceeds m j 
abilities; and I flatter myself, when the time 
arriTes that she shall pay her duty to her 
grandmother, Madame Duval will find no reason 
to be dissatisfied with what has been done for 
her." 

Your Ladyship will not, I am sure, be sur- 
prised at this answer. Madame Duval is by no 
means a proper companion or guardian for a 
young woman : she is at once uneducated and 
unprincipled; — ungentle in her temper, and 
unamiable in her manners. I have long known 
that she has persuaded herself to harbour an 
aversion for me — Unhappy woman I I can only 
regard her as an object of pity ! 

I dare not hesitate at a request from Mrs. Mir- 
van y yet, in complying with it, I shall, for her 
own sake, be as concise as I possibly can ; since 
the cruel transactions, which preceded the birth 
of my ward, afford no entertainment to a mind 
so humane as hers. 

Your Ladyship may probably have heard that 
I bad the honor to accompany Mr. Evelyn, the 
grandfather of my young charge, when upon his 
travels, in the capacity of a tutor* His^ un- 
happy marriage, immediately upon his return to 
England, with Madame Duval, then a waiting- 
* girl at a tavern, contrary to the advice and 
entreaties of all his friends, among whom I w^s 

/ 
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mysdf the nUMt wrffackt, induoed him to abandon 
kb natrre land and £k bm ab^de in France^ , 
Thither he was followed bj shame and repent* 
ance ; feelings whidb his heart was not framed 
to support : lor, BOtwithstandtng he had been 
too weak to resist the allurements of beaut^r^ 
■whic^ nature, though a niggard to her of ererj 
other boon^ had wtth a layisb hand besCowedt 
on his wife ; yet he was a young man of ex-- 
cetlent charaeter^ and^ tiH thus usaecountably 
infktuated, ^ unblemished conduct. He surTiTed 
tiiis ]ll-]udged marriage but two years. Upon 
bis death-bed, with an unsteady band, he wrote 
me the following note : 

*' My friend ! forget your resentment in 
favor of your humanity ;-— a father, trembling 
for the welfare of his child, bequeathes her to 
your care.-^ Villars! bear, pity, and relieve 
me !" 

Bad my circurastances permitted me, I should 
have answered these words by an immediate ^ 
journey to Paris; but I was obliged to act by 
the agency of a friend, who . was upon the spot^ 
and present at the opening of the wiH. 

Mr. Evelyn left to me a legacy of a thousand 
pounds, and the sole guardianship of his daughter's 
person till her eighteenth year ; conjuring me,^ 
in the most afFecting terms, to take the eharge 
of her education till she was able to act with 
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propriefj for herself v but in regard U> fort«n« 
he left her wholly dependent on her mother, 
to whose veikdemeM^ he etiniesily reeommended 
her. 

Thos^ though he wMid iuft, to a woman low- 
bred and iUiberkl as Ifrs* Erelyu, trust the 
condttct .and mOfats of his daughter^ he ne-^ 
yertheless thought proper to secure to her th^ 
respect and duly Whichi from her own child, 
were c^taiiily her dtte ; hut, unhappily, H nerer 
occurred to him that the mother, on her {mrt, 
eoidd fell in affection or justice. 

Miss Evelyn, Madam, from the second to the 
eighteenth year of her lif<^, was brought up 
under my care, and, except when at school, 
under my roof» 1 need not speak to your La^ 
dyship of the yirtues of that excellent young 
creature. She loved me as her lather ; nor was 
Mrs. Villars* less valued by her ; while to me 
she became so dear^ that her loss was little les^ 
afflicting than that \i^hich I have since sustained 
of Mrs. Villars herself. 

At that period of her life W6 parted 5 het 
mother, then married td Monsieur BuVal, seni 
for her to Paris. How oft&n have I since re<> 
gretied that I did tiot accompany her thither t 
prot^ted and- supported by me, the misery and 
disgrace^ whiieh awaited her might, perhaps^ 
have been avoided. But, fo be brief-^Madame 

A 4 



Buyal^ at the instigation of her husband^ ear^ 
pestly, or rather tyrannibally, endeavoured to 
effect a union between Miss. Kveljn and one oi 
his nephews; and^ when jsAie found her power 
inadequate to her attempt, enraged at her non- 
GOQiph'ance^ she treated her with the grossest 
unkindness^ and threatened her with poverty and. 
ruin« 

Miss Evelyn, to whom wr<ith and violence 
ha^ hitherto been straiigers, soon grew weary 
of such, usage ; and rashly, and without a witness,, 
consented to a private marriage with Sir John 
Belmont^ a very profligate young man, who had 
but too successfully found n^eans to insinuate 
himself into her favor. He promised to conduct 
her to England — he did* — Oh^ Madam, you 
know the rest! — ^Disappointed of the fortune, 
he expected hy the inejfprabie • rancor of th^ 
Duvals, he infamously burned the certificate of 
their marriage, and denied xh^X tb^y had ever 

been united! 

She flew to me for protection. With what 
mixed transports of joy and anguish did I again 
see her ! By my advice she endeavoured to 
procure proofs of her marriage;- — hut in vain: 
ber credulity had been no match for his art. 

Every body believed her innocent, from the 
guiltless tenor of her unspotted youth, and from 
the known libertinism of her bajrbarous betrayer j 



jet Her sufferings were too acute for her tender 
frame y and the same moment that gave birlh to 
her in&nt put an end at once to the sorrows and 
the life of its mother. 

The rage of Madame Duval at her elopement 
abated not while this injured victim of crueltj 
yet drew breath. She probably inXended^ in 
time^ to have pardoned her; but time was not 
allowed. When she was^ informfid of her death, \ 
I have been told that the agonies of grief and 
remorse, with which she was seized, occasioned 
her a severe fit of illness. But, from the tine 
of her recovery to .the date of her letter to your 
Ladyship, I had never heard that she manifested 
any desire to be made acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances which attended the death of Lady 
Belmont and the birth of her helpless child. 

That child, Madam, shall never, while life is 
lent me, know the loss she has sustained. I 
have cherished, succoured, and supported her, 
from her earliest infancy to her sixteenth year ^ 
and so amply has she repaid my care and &fiec- 
tion, that my fondest wish is now circumscribed 
by the desire of bestowing her on one who may 
be sensible of her worth, and then sinking to 
eternal rest in her arms. 

Thus it has happened that the education of 
the father, . daughter, and grandaughter, has 
devolved on me. What infinite miser}'' have 

A 5 
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the two first caused me ! Should the fate of 
the dear surviyor be equally adverse^ how 
wretched Will be the end of my carea-^the 
end of my days ! 

Even had Miadame Dwal merited the charge 
fthe daimsy 1 fear my fortitude vottld have becR 
unequal to such a parting^-, Imt^ being such as^ 
she IS, not onPy my affectton but my humanity 
reeoiH at the barbarous idea of deserting the 
sacred trust reposed in me. Indeed, I could 
but iB support her former yearly yisits to the 
tespectable mansion at Howard Grore; pardon 
me, dear Madam, and do not think me insensible 
of the honor which your Ladyship^s condescen- 
sion confers upon us both ; but se- deep is the 
impression which the misft>rtunes of her mother 
hare made on my heart, that she- does not, even 
Ibr a moment, quit my sight, without exciting 
apprehensions and terrors which almost ^ oyer- 
power me* Such, Madam, is my tencKemess^ 
and such my weakness! — But she is the only 
tie t hare 'upon earth, and I trust to your 
Ladyship's goodness not to judge of my jfeeKngs 
with severity* ^ 

I beg leave tp present my humble irespects ta 
Mrs. and Miss Mirvan -, and hare the honor to 
ba^ Madam^ your Lady^ip's most obedient and 

Most bumble servant^, 
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tAtH^ BDWiiAB Td. THB BZV. If It. ttJAJLK^*^WBECriX3- 
SfAOl MOinlU AVTXA THE hA0^ 

Rdwirt'd GfoV^, Mftrcb ^.. 

YOUR la«t leiter gate me ftifinite plerfstfre r' 
»ftef aicytMi^ aih}te£cus ati iHiteis, how gratefal 
to J6\xt9tlf iP^d to yattr f^iertif mtist ht jont 
ffeiuvtring EealiTi ! Yoa faa^e the heai*ty Mrikh(a 
of eve/y izftRtMtta} of this pitce foi^hs coi&Ciiluanc^ 
and lYici^sise, 

Wffl joiat not think I Cake advantage of jour 
ackuoi^vledged! rtcotery, if 1 once more tenture 
lo memidn your pnpiT itnd Howard 6roye toge- 
ther?' Yet yovL mudt rfemenibcr the patience 
with Which vre submitted to font desire of not 
parting With h^ dtfriilg the Badf slate of your 
&eall%> dtougtl h Wd^ With niuch refactance we 
fi>rbore to solicit her company. My gran^ 
dangbter^ in partioulkr^ hars scarce been able to 
tepress her eagK*rnei5s to again meet the* friend 
of hcfs infancy ;' and foi* my own part, it is very 
Strongly my wish to manifest the regard I had 
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(or the unfortunate Lady Belmont^ by proTing^ 
serviceable to her child ; -which seems to me the. 
best respect that can be paid to her memory. 
Permit me, therefore, to lay before you a plan 
whicb Mrs. Mirran and I have formed, in con- 
sequence of your restoration to health. 

I veould not frighten you ; — but do you think 
yoii could bear to pari ivitb your young com- 
panion for tvro or three months? Mrs. Mirvan 
•proposes to spend the ensuing spring in London^, 
"whither, for the first time^ my grandchild will 
accompany her : now, my good friend, it is very 
earnestly their wisb to enlarge and enliven their 
party by the addition of yaur amiable ward, 
who would share, equally with her own daughter, 
tlie care and attention of Mrs. Mirvan. Do not 
start at this proposal ; it is time thai she should 
see something of the world. When young people 
^re too rigidly sequestered firom it, their lively 
and romantic imaginations paint it to them as. 
^ paradise of whicb they have been beguiled; 
but whien they are shown it properly, and in 
due time, they see it sucb as it really is, equally 
shared by pain and pleasure, bope and disap- 
pointment. 

You have nothing to apprehend from hri;- 
meetiug ifitb Sir John Belmont, as that aban-^ 
doned man is now abroad, and not expected 
b'^me tbis year. 
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"Well, my good Sir, wliat say yoii to our 
scheme? I hope it -w^ill meet with your. approba- 
tion; but if it should not, be assured I can 
never object to any decision of one who is so- 
much respected and esteemed as Mr. Villars, by 

His most &ithful humble seryant. 



M. HowABn^ 
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int. ni^LXKB TO LADT HOWARD. 

Berrj Hill^ March 12;. 

T AM griered^ Madam, to appear obstinate ; 
and I blush to incur tbe imputation of selfish- 
ness. In detaining mj joung charge thus long^ 
-with myself in the country, I consulted not 
solely my own inclination. Destined, in all pro- 
bability, to possess a rery moderate fortune, I 
wished to contract her views to. something within 
it*. The mind is but too naturally prone to plea- 
sure, but too easily yielded to dissipation : it has 
been my study to guard her against their delu- 
sions, by preparing her to expect — ^and to despise 
them. But the time draws on for experience- 
and obserration to take place of instruction; if 
1 have, in some measure, rendered her capable 
of using the one with discretion, and making the 
other with improvement, I shall rejoice myself 
with the assurance of having largely contributed 
to her welfare. She is now of an age that hap* 
pinesa ia eager to attend^ — ^let her then enjoy it I 
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I commil Ber to the protection of your Ladjship, 
aocl only k>ope slie raaj be found worthy half 
the goodness I am satisfied she wili meet with 
at yoar haspitahle- mansion. 

Thus iskVy, Madam^ I cheerfally suhmit to- 
your desiTC. In confiding my ward to the care 
^ Lady Be^ward^ I cav f«el ntp measiness from 
her ahsenee but what will arise from' the loss^ 
of her company^ since I shall be as well con- 
Tinced of her safety as if she were ander my 
voof^ — h^y can yom* Ladyship be sevious in- 
proposing to inti'odoce her to the gaieties of a 
London life? Permit me to* ask^ for whai end^ 
«r what porpose? A yood^ul mind is seldom 
lotalFy^ free from ambition ; fo curb that is the 
firstf step fe contentment^ since to diminish ex^ 
pectation is' to increase enjoymenlL I appre- 
hend nothing more than too much raising her- 
hopes and her- yiewsj which the natwral vrracily 
of her disposition would render but tao easily 
to effect: The- town acquaintance of Mrs. Mir- 
Taa are all in lAie* circle of' high life**^ this Artless, 
young creature, with tbo much beauty to escape 
notice, has too much sensibility to be- rndifiPerent 
to it^ but she has too little wealth to be sought 
witft propriety by nien of the fashionable, world* 

Cbnsider, Madam, the peculiat cruelty of hee^ 
Rtuation^ only child efa^wesdthyRaronet, whose 
person dte ha»- never seen^ whose: character 



slie has reason to abhor^ and whose name she^ 
is forbidden to claim; entitled as she is to law- 
fully inherit his fortune and estate ^ is there any 
probability that he will properly own her : and 
while he continues to persevere in disavowing 
his. marriage with Miss Evelyn^ ^e . shall nevev, 
at the expense of her mother's honor, receive 
a part of her right, as the donation of his 
-Bounty.. • 

And as to Mr. Evelyn's estate, I have no doubt 
but that Madame Duval and her relations will 
dispose of it among themselves. 

It seems, therefore, as if this deserted, child 
though legally heiress of two large fortunes^ 
must owe all her rational expectations to adop- 
tion and friendship. Yet her income will be 
3uch as may make her happy, if. she is disposed 
to be so in private life; though it will by no 
means allow her to enjoy the luxury of a London 
fine lady. 

Let Miss Mirvan, then. Madam, shine in all 
the splendor of hr^ life; but suffer my child 
still to enjoy the pleasu|res of humble retirement, 
with a mind to which greater views are un- 
known. * 

I hope this reasoning will be honored with 
your approbation; and I have yet another motive 
which has some weight, with me ; I . would not 
willingly give offence to any human being, and 



surely Madame Duval might accuse me of in- 
justice^ if^ -while I refuse to let her grandaugh* 
ter wait upon her, I consent that she should )oia 
a party of pleasure to London. 

In sending her to Howard Grore, not one of 
these scruples arise ; and therefore Mrs. Clinton, 
a most worth J woman, formerly her nurse and 
now my housekeeper^ shall attend her thither 
next week. 

Though I hare always called her hy the 
name of Anville, and reported in this neigh- 
bourhood that her father, my intimate friend, 
left her to my guardianship, yet I have thought 
it necessary she should herself he acquainted 
with the melancholy circumstances attending 
her birth ; for, though I am very desirous of 
guarding her from curiosity and impertinence, 
by concealing her name, family, and story, yet 
I would not leave it in the power of chance 
to shock her gentle ' nature with a tale of sa 
much sorrow. 

You must not, Madam, expect too much from 
my pupil. She is quite a little rustic, and knows 
nothing of the world; and though her educa- 
tion has been the best I could bestow in this 
Iretired place, to which Dorchester, the nearest 
town, is seven miles distant, yet 1 shall not 
he surprised if you should discover in her a 
thousand deficiencies of which I have never 



dreamed. She must be rerj mucli altered raiee 
ahe was laat at Howard Grovey-^-bul I w31 aajr 
mothing to her; I leaTC her to ybur Ladj^ip'tf 
own obseryationSy. of wlich i beg 4 fiuthful 
relation; and 



Dear Madam^ with g/cesii respect^ 

Taar obedient and most hmuble ser^ant;^ 
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LETTER V- 



USU TULAM TO LADY HOWAK^ 

Maroh 16; 
Dear Madav^ 

THIS letter will be deKreved to ]poa hj mj 
eliiUy^-tlie chiki.of my adoption^— -mj affectioft- 
UnUest -vritk one Batvral friend, Ae nierito a 
thousand. I send her to jou innocent as an 
angel and ardess as pnrily itself ; and I send 
you with h«r iSbfi heart of your firiend,— the onlj 
hope he has on eurth, the suh^ect <^ his ten* 
derest thoughts, and the object of hb latest 
cares. She is one. Madam, lor whom alone I 
haye lately wished to live ; and she is one 
whom to serre I woiald with transport die ! 
Restore her but to me all innoceuice as yon 
receire her, and flM fbudest hope of my heart 
will be amply gratified. 

A. Vll'liABS^ 
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LETTER VI. 



LADY HOWABD TO THE BJBV. MR. VII^LARa* 



Howard Groye. 
BEAB AND HEY. SIB, 

THE solemn manner in wbich yon have com- 
mitted your child to my care has in some 
measure damped the pleasure -which I receive 
from the trust, as it makes me fear that you 
suffer from your compliance ; in which case I 
shall rery sincerely blame myself for the ear- 
nestness with which I have requested this favor: 
but remember, my good Sir, she is within a 
few days summons, and be assured I will not 
detain her a moment longer than you wish. 

You desire my opinion of her. — She is a 
little angel ! I cannot wonder that you sought to 
monopolize her ', neither ought you, at finding 
it impossible. 

Her face and person answer my most refined 
ideas of complete beauty: and this, though a 
subject of praise less important U) you or to 
me than any other,, is yet so striking, it is not 
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possible to pass it unnoticed. Had I not known 
from whom' she received her education^ I should, 
at first sight of so perfect a face, have been in 
pain for her understaading ; since it has been 
long and justly remarked that folly, has ever 
sought alliance with beauty. 

She has the same gentleness in her manneni, 
the same natural grace in her motions, that 
I formerly so much admired in her mother.-— 
Her character seems truly ingenuous and simple i 
and, at the same' time 'that nature has blessed 
bcr with an excellent understanding and greet 
quickness of parts, she has a certain air of 
inexperience and innocency that is extremely 
interesting. 

You have no reason to regret the retirement 
in which. she has liyed; since that politeness 
which is acquired by an acquaintance with high 
life, is in her so well supplied hy a natural de- 
sire of obliging, joined to a deportment infinitely 
engaging. 

J observe with great satisfaction a growing 
aSeclion between this amiable girl and my gran- 
daughter, whose heart is as free from selfishness 
or conceit as that of her young friend is from 
all guile. Their regard may be mutually useful,, 
since much is to be expected from emulation, 
where nothing is to be feared from envy. I 
Would have them love each other as sisters, and 
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reciprocally supply the place of that tender 
and bappj relationship, to whicb neither of them 
liaye a natural claim. 

Be satisfied, my |;ood Sir, that your child 
ahall meet with the same attentien as our own^ 
We all join in moat hearty nvishes for your 
health and happiness^ and in retunmg our sin- 
cere thanks for the £ftTor you have conferred on 



I am, Bear Sir, 

Tour most faithful senrant. 



AL HowAan. 



LETTER VII. 



XjADY HOWARD TO THE BZV. MB,. YlLLARf. 



Howard Grove, March a6. 

. BE not alarmedy my worthy friend^ at my so 
speedily tvoubling yov again ; I seldom use the 
ceremony of watting fer answers or writing 
with any regulavity, awl I haye at present im- 
Boisdiate octtasion for hegging yonr patience. 

Mrs. Mirran h«s just received a letter from 
her long-absent husliaad^ containing the wel- 
come news of his hoping to rejftch li0nd(m by the 
begioMng of next week. My daughter and the 
Captaki have been separated aimoet seren years^ 
And it would therefore be needless to say what 
joy, surprise, and consequently confusion, his 
at present unexpected return has caused at 
Howard Gro^e* Mvs% Mirran, yon cannot doubt, 
will go instantly to town to meet him ; her 
dnughter is under a thousand obligations to 
jltlend ker -, I grieve thai her mother cannot. 

Aod^ mn^f my good* Sir, I almost blush to 
pipOQe^di— obu^ tell, me, me^ I a^-^'wiU yoir 
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penult — tliat your child may accompany tliem? 
Do not think us unreasonable^ but consider the 
many inducements which conspire to make Lon*- 
don the happiest place at present she can be 
in. ,The joyful occasion of the iourney, the 
gaiety of the whole party, opposed to the dull 
life she must lead if left here i)('ilh a solitary 
old woman for her sole companion, while she 
so well knows the cheerfulness and felicity 
enjoyed by ihq/rest of the family, — are circum^ 
stances that seem to merit your consideration. 
Mrs. Mirvan desires me to assure you that one 
week is all she asks; as she is certain that the 
Captain^ who hateii London, will be eager to 
revisit Howard Grove; and Maria is so very ear- 
nest in wishing to have the company of her friend, 
that, if you are inexorable, she will be deprived of 
balf the pleasure she other\\ise hopes to receive. 
However, I will not, my good Sir, deceive 
you into an opinion that they intend to live in 
a retired manner, as that cannot, be fairly ex- 
pected. But you have no reason to be uneasy 
concerning Madame Duval; she has not any 
correspondent in England, and obtains no intel* 
llgence but by common report. Sbe must be 
dx stranger to the. name your child bears; and, 
even should she hear o£ this, excursion, so short 
a time as a week or 'less, spent in town upon 
so particular an oceasion^ though previous to 



tbeit meeting, cannot be construed into disre- 
spect to herself. 

Mrs. Mirvan desires me to assure you, that 
if jou will oblige her, her in^o children shall 
equally share her time and her attention. She 
has sent a commission to a friend in town to 
take a house for her; and while she waits for 
an answer concerning it, I shall for one from 
you to our petition. Howeyer, your child is 
writing herself; and that, I doubt not, will 
more avail than all we can possibly urge. 

My daughter desires her best complimenti 
to you, if, she says, you will grant her re- 
quest; but not else. 

Adieu, my dear Sir,— >we all hope eyery thin^ 
from your goodness* 



TOL. t. 
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LETTER VIII. 



KVZLIKA TO THS RBV. MR. TILLJLRS. 

Howard Grore, March 26. 

THIS house seems to be the house of joy ; 
eyerj face wears a smile^ and a laugh is at 
eyery body's service: it is quite amusing to 
walk about, and see the ^general confusion.— 
A room leading to the garden is fitting up for 
Captain Mirvan's study. Lady Howard does 
not sit a moment in a place; Miss Miryan is 
making caps; — every body so busy! — such flying 
from room to room ! — so many orders given, 
and retracted, and given again! — nothing but 
hurry and perturbation. 

Well! but, my dear Sir, I am desired to make 
a request to you. I hope you will not think 
xnie s^n incroacher; Lady Howard insbts upon 
my writing ! — ^yet I hardly know how to go on; 
a petition implies a want, — and have you left 
me one? — ^No, indeed. 

I am half ashamed of myself for beginning 
this letter. But these dear ladies are so pressing 
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*— 1 cannot^ for my life, resist wishing for the 
pleasures they offer me, — provided you do not 
disapproye them. 

They are to make a very short stay in town» 
The Captain will meet them in a. day or tvro* 
Mrs. Mirvan and her sweet daughter both go; 
<— what a happy party ! Yet I am not per/ eager 
to acc(»npany them: at least^ I shall be con- 
tented to remain where I am, if you desird 
that I should. 

Assured, my dearest Sir, of your goodness^ 
your bounty, and your indulgent kindness, 
ought I to form a wish that has not your sane* 
lion? Decide for me, therefore,, without the least 
apprehension that I shiadl be uueasy or discon-^ 
^nted. While I am yet in suspense, perhaps. 
I may Aopey but I am most certain, that wheit 
you have once determined, I shall not repine 

They tell me that London is now in full 
splendor. Two Play-houses are open, — the 
Opera , house, — Eanelagh, — and the Pantheon^ 
— Tou see I have learned all their names. 
However, pray don't suppose that I make any 
point of going, for I shall hardly sigh to see 
them depart without me; though I shall pro* 
bahly never meet with such another opportunity. 
And, iudeed, their domestic happiness will be 
so great, — it is natural to wish to partake of it. 
I believe I am bewitched! I made -a resolu* 

B a 
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LETTER X. 



XVXLXVA TO TSX BXV. WR. VZJLLAA^p. 

.Qti€eD*Ann-SQr«et> LoadoD, Satacday .April ot^ 

THIS moment arrived— just going to Drury* 
Lane theatre. The celebrated Mr. Garrick per- 
forms Banger. I am quite in ecstasy^ — so 1$. 
Miss Mlryan. How fortunate that he should 
happen to play! We would not let Mrs. Mirvan 
rest till she consented to go; her chief objection 
was to our dress, for we have had no time ta 
Londonize ourselves; but we teized her into, 
compliance^ ,' and so we are to sit in some ob^ 
scure plslce, that she may hot be seen. As to 
me, I should be alike unknown in the mos( 
conspicuous or most private part of the housq^ 
I can write no more now. I have hardly 
time to breathe — only just this, the houses and 
streets are not quite so superb as I expected « 
However, I have seen nothing yet ; so I ought 
not to judge. 

^ Well, adieu, my dearest Sir, for the present \ 
I could not forbear writing- a few. words in* 



•tandj on my arrival; though I suppose toy letter 
of thanks for your consent is still on the road. 

Saturday NigHt. 

my dear Sir, in what raptures am I returned U 
Well may Mr. Garrick he so celebrated, so 
janiyersally admired— I had not any idea of so 
great a performer. 

Such ease ! such vivacity in his manner ! such 
grace in his motions! such fire and meaning 
in his eyes!— I could hardly helieve he had 
studied a written part, for every word seemed to 
be uttered from the impulse of the moment. 

His action — ^at once so graceful and so free ! 
—his voice — so clear, so melodious, yet so won- 
derfully various in its tones — such animation ! — 
every look speaks! 

1 would haye given the World to have had 
the whole play acted over again: and when 
he danced — Oh, how I envied Glarinda ! I almost 
wished to have jumped on the stage and joined 

them. 

I am afraid yon will think me mad, so I won't 
say any more ; yet I really believe Mr. Garrick 
would make you mad too, if yon could see him. 
I intend to a^ Mrs. Mirvan to go to the play 
every night while we stay in town. She is 
extremely kind to me^ and Maria, her charming 
daughter^ is the sweetest girl in the world. 
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I shafl write to you every ereniiig all thai 
passes in the isijy and that in the same manner 
as, if I could see, I should tell you. 

8ondaj» . 

This morning we went to Pordand chapel,, 
and afterwards we walked in the Mall of SainI 
James's Park, which by no means answered my 
expectations: it is a long straight walk, of dirty 
gravel, very uneasy to the feet*, and at each end^ 
instead of an open prospect, nothing is to be seen 
but houses built of brick. When Mrs. Mirvan 
pointed out ihe Palace to me-*I think I waa 
never much more surprised. 

However, the walk was very agreeable to us; 
everybody looked gay and seemed pleased, and 
the ladies were so much dressed that Miss Mir- 
Tan and I could do nothing but look at them. 
Mrs. Mirvan met several of her friends: — no 
wonder, for I never saw so many people as- 
liembled together before. I looked aboijit £ov 
some of my acquaintance, but in vaiki, for I saw 
not one person that I knew ; which is very odd, 
£9r all the world seemed there. 

Mrs. Mirvan says we are not ta walk in di« 
Park again next Sunday, even if -we should be 
in town, because thcfre is better company in 
Kensington Gardens. But really if you ha4 seen 
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koW much eyery body was dressed^ you would 
not thiuk ih^X possible. 

Monday. 
We are to go this, erening to a private ball, 
given by Mrs. Stanley, a very fashionable lady 
of Mrs. Mirran's acquaintance* 

We baye been a shopping as Mrs. Mirran 
calls it, all this morning, to bay silks, caps^ 
gauzes, and so forth. 

The shops are really very entertaining, espe- 
cially the mercers ; there seem to be six or seven 
men belonging to each sliop; and every one took 
care, by bowing and smirking, to be noticed ; we 
were conducted from one to another, and carried 
from room to room with so much ceremony^ 
that at first I was almost afraid to go on. 

I thought I should never have chosen a silk; 
for they produced so many I knew not which 
to ^x apon ] and they recommended them all so 
strongly, that I fancy they thought I only wanted 
persuasion to buy every thing they shewed me : 
and, indeed, they took so much trouble, that 
I was almost ashamed I could not» 

At the milliners, the ladies we met were so 
much dressed, that I should rather have imagined 
they were making visits than purchases: but. 
what most diverted me was, that we were more 
frequently served by men than by women; and 
such men 1 so finical, so affected ! — they seemeil 
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^ to understand eretj part of a woniaii^^ dren» 
better than wp do ourselves; and they recom- 
mended ' caps and ribbands ^ith an air of so 
much importancci. that I urished to ask thenx 
how long they had left off wearing them. 

The dispatch with which they work in these 
great shops is amazing, for they haye promised 
me a complete suit of linen against the evenings 

I 'have just had my hah*, dressed. Ton can't 
think how oddly my head feels ; full of powder 
and black pios^ and a great cushion on the top 
of it. I believe you would hardly know me,, 
for my face looks quite different to what it did 
before my hair was dressed. "When I shall be 
able to make use of a comb ^or myself I can- 
not tell, for my hair is so much entangled^ frizzled 
they call it, that I fear it will be very difficult., 

I am half afraid of thi» ball to-night; for^. 
you know, 1 have never danced but at school;; 
however, Miss Mirvan says there is nothing in 
it: yet I wish it was over.^ 

Adieu, my dear Sir; pray excuse' the wretched 
stuff i write, perhaps I may improve by being 
in this town,^ and then my letters will be less, 
unworthy your reading. Mean time I am your 
dutiful and affectionate, though unpolished, 

Evelina. 

Poor Miss Mirran cannot wear one of the- 
caps she made, because they dress her hair 
too large for them. 
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LETTER XL 



XYSLIVA JJX CONTINUATION. 

r 

Qaeen-Ann-Street, April 5, Tuesday Morning, ' 

I BAY? a Tast deal to say, and shall give all 
this mornini^ to my pen. As to my plan of 
writing every evening the adventures of the 
day, I find it impracticable; for the diversions 
here are so very late, that, if I begin my letters 
after them, I could not go to bed at all. 

We passed a most extraordinary evening. A 
pvfvat** ball .this was called, so I expected to 
have seen about four or five couple ; but Lord ! 
my dear Sir, I believe I saw half the world I 
Two very large rooms were full of company; 
in one, were cards for the elderly ladies, and 
in the other were the dancers. My mamma 
Mirvan, for she always calls me her child, said 
she would sit wilh Maria and me till we were 
provided with partners, and then join the card- 
players. 

The gentlemen, as they passed and- repassed, 
feoked as if they thought we were quile at 
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tbeir disposal^ and only waiting for the honor 
of their commands; and they sauntered abont, 
in a careless indolent manner^ as if with a yiew 
to keep us in suspense. I don't speak of this 
in regard to Miss Mirvan and myself only^ but 
to the ladies in general ; and I thought it so 
proTokingy that I determined in my own mind^ 
that^ far from humoring such airs, I would ra- 
ther not dance at all than with any one who 
should seem to think me ready to accept the first 
partner who would condescend to take me. 

Not long after, a young man, who had for 
some time looked at us with a kind of negligent 
impertinence, advanced, on tiptoe, towards me ; 
he had a set smile on his face, and his dress 
was so foppish, that I really helieye he even 
wished to he stared at; and yet he was rery 

Bowing almost to the ground, with a sort 
<^i swing, and waving his hand with the greatest 
eonceit, after a short and silly pause, he said,, 
** Madam — may I presume ?" — and slopped, offer- 
ing to take my hand. I drew it back, but could 
scarce forbear laughing. " Allow me. Madam,'*' 
continued he, afiectedly , breaking off every 
half moment, ** the honor and happiness — iF 
I am not so unhappy as to address you too 
late — to have the happiness and honor — '* 

Again he would have taken my handj but 



bowing my head^ I begged to be excused, and 
turned to Miss Mirvan to conceal my laughter. 
He then desired to know if I had already en- 
gaged myself to some more fortunate man? 
I said No, and that I belieyed I should not 
dance at all. He would keep himself^ he told 
me, disengaged, in hopes I should relent; and 
then, uttering some ridiculous speeches of sorrow 
and disappointment, though his face still wore 
the same invariable smile, he retreated. 

It so happened, as we haye since recollected, 
that during this little dialogue, Mrs. Mirvan 
was conversing with the lady of the house: 
and very soon after another gentleman, who 
seemed about six- and- twenty 'years old, gaily, 
but not foppishly dressed, and indeed extremely 
handsome,- with an air of mixed politeness and 
gallantry, desired to know if I was engaged 
or would honor him with my hand. — So he was 
pleased to say, though I. am sure I know not 
what honor he could receive from me; but 
these sort of expressions, I find, are used as 
words of course, without any distinction of 
persons or study of propriety: 

Well, 1 bowed, and I am sure I colored; 

for indeed 1 was frightened at the thoughts of 

dancing before so many people, all strangers^ 

^ ted, which was worse, t4nih a stranger; however^ 

that was unavoidable/ for though 1 looked r o«md 
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world to baye seen Mrs. Mirvan^ and begged 
of bertomake my apologies; for wbat^ ibougbt 
1, can I possibljsaj to bim in excuse for run- 
ning away? be must eitber conclude me a fool, 
or balf mad ; for any one brought up in tbe 
great world, and accustomed to its ways, caa 
haTC no idea of sucb sort of fears as mine. 

My confusion increased when I observed that 
be was every where seeking me with apparent 
perplexity and surprise^ but when, .atlast, I saw 
bim move towards tbe place where I sat, I 
was ready to sink with shame and distress. — 
I found it absolutely impossible to keep my seat, 
because I could not think of a word to say for 
myself; and so I rose and walked hastily to- 
wards tbe card-room, re86lving to stay witb 
Mrs. Mirvan the rest of the evening aud not 
to dance at all: but before I could i&nd ber^ 
Lord OrviUe saw and approached me. 

He begged to know if I was not well? Yoa 
may easily imagine how much I was embarrassed. 
I made no answer, but hung my bead like a 
fool, and looked on my fan. 

He then, with an air tbe most respectfully 
serious, asked if be bad been so unhappy as to 
offend me ? 

" No indeed!" cried I : and, in hopes of 
changing tbe discourse, and preventing bis 
farther inquires, I desired to know if be hadt 



teen tbe Toniig lady who bad been conTemng 
with me? 

No',-*-bttt would I honor him with any com* 
mands to her? 

*^ Oh, by no means I" 

Was there any other person with whom 
I wished to speak? 

I said no,- before I knew I had answered 
at all. 

Should he haye the pleasure of bringing me 
any refreshment? 

I bowed almost inyoluntarily ^ and away ho 
flew. 

' I was quite ashamed of being so troublesome 
and so much aboue myself as these seeming 
airs made me appear; but indeed I was too 
much confused, to think or act with any con- 
ristency. 

' If he had not been swift as lightning, I don't 
know whether I should not haye stolen away 
again; but he returned in a moment. When 
I had drank' a glass of lemonade, he hoped, 
he said, that I would again honor him with 
my hand, as a new dance was just begun. 
I had not the presence of mind to say a single 
word, and so I let him once more lead me to 
the plaqe I had left. 

Shocked, to find how silly — how childish a 
part I bad actedj my former fears of dancing 
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before such a company, and iirith such a partner^ 
returned more forcibly tban ever. I suppose 
he perceired my uneasiness^ for he- intreated 
me to sit down again, if dancing was di»* 
agreeable to me : but I was quite, satisfied with 
the folly 1 had already shown, and therefore 
declined his offer^ though I yras really scarce 
able to stand; 

Under such conscious disadyantagesf, you may 
easily imagine, my dear Sir, how ill I acquitted 
myself. But, though I both expected and de- 
served to find him yery much mortified and 
displeased at his ill fortune in the choice he 
bad made, yet, to my very great relief he 
appeared to be even contented, and very much 
assisted and encouraged me. These people in 
high life baye too much presence of mind^ 
I belieye, to seem disconcerted or out of humor^ 
howeyer they may feel: for had I been the 
person of the most, consequence in the room^ 
I could not have met with more attention and 
respect, 

When the dance was oyer, seing .me still 
yery much flurried, he led me to a seat, saying 
that he would not suffer me to fatigue myself 
from politeness. 

And then, if my capacity — or eyen if my 
spirits had been better, in how animated a 
eonyersation might I haye been engaged! It 



was then I saw that the rank of Lord Onrille 
was his least recommendation^ his nnderstanding 
and his manners heiog £ir more distinguished* 
His remarks upon the company in general were 
so apt^ so just, so liTelj, I am almost surprised 
myself that they did not reanimate me^ but 
indeed I was too well convinced of the ridi*' 
4iulous part I had myself played before so nice 
an ohseryer, to be able to enjoy his pleasantry; 
so self-compassion gave me fbeling lor others i 
yet I had not the courage to attempt either 
-to defend them^ or to rally in my turn^ but 
listened to htm in silent embarrassment. 

When he found this, he changed the subject, 
and talked of public places and public per« 
formers; but he soon discovered that I was 
totally ignorant of them. 

He then^ very ingeniously, turned the dis* 
eolirse to the amusements and occupations of 
the country. 

It now struck me, that he was . resolved to 
try whether or not I was capable of talking 
upon any subject: this put so great a* con-^ 
straint upon my thoughts, that I was unable 
to go further than a monosyllable; and not 
even so far when I could possibly avoid it. 

We were sitting in this inanncr,— rhe con- 
Tersing with all gaiety, I looking down With 
ikU foolishness;— »when' that fop who had first 
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asked me to dance, with a most ridiculous 
solemnity^ approached, and after a profound 
bow or two, said, " I humbly beg pardon, 
Madam,— and of you too, my L6rd,-*-for break- 
ing in upon such agreeable conversation — ^which 
must, doubtless, be much more delectable-^ 
than what I have the honor to offer — but- — *^ 

I interrupted him— I blush for my folly,— 
with laughing; yet I could not help it, for, 
added to the man's stately foppishness, — and he 
actually took snuff between eyery three words, 
-—when I looked round at Lord Orville, I saw 
such extreme surprise in his face, — ^the cause of 
which appeared so absurd, that I could not for 
my life preserve my gravity. 

I had not laughed before from the time 
I had left Miss Minran, and I had much better 
have cried then; Lord Orville actually stared 
at me ; the beau, I know not his name, looked ^ 
quite enraged. ^' Kefrain — ^Madam," said he, 
with an important air, '^ a few moments refrain ! 
-^I have but a sentence to trouble you with. 
-—May I know to what accident I must attribute 
not having the honor of your hand?" 

^^ Aopident^ Sirl" repeated I, much asto- 
nished. 

'' Yes, accident. Madam— for surely y*^! must 
take the liberty to observe — ^pardon me, Madam> 
— -it ought to.be no common one-— that should 
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tempt a ladj — so young a one too^— to be guilt/ 
of ill manners.'' 

A confused idea now for the first time entered 
my head, of something I had heard of the rules 
of an assembly ^ but I was neyer at one before, 
— I haye only danced at school,— and so giddy 
and heedles9 I was, that I had not once consi* 
dered the impropriety of refusing one partner 
and afterwards accepting another. I was thun- 
derstruck at the recollection: but, while these 
thoughts were rushing into my head. Lord Or- 
yiOe, with some warmth, said, '^ Thb lady, 
Sir, is incapable of meriting such an accusa- 
tion?' 

The creature — for I am yery angry with him 
'—made a low bow, and with a ^ grin the most 
malicious I eyer saw, '* My Lord," said he, "far 
be it from me to accuse the Lady for haying the 
discernment to distinguish and prefer, the su-^ 
perior attractions of your Lordship." 

Again he bowed^ and walked off. 

Was eyer any thing so proyoking? I was ready 
to die with shame. ^* What a coxcomb !" ex- 
claimed Lord Oryille; .while I, without knowing 
what I did ; rose hastily, and moying off, ** I 
can't imagine," cried 1, " where Mrs. Miryan haa 
hid herself!" 

'^ Giye me leaye to see," answered he. I bowed 
and sat down again, not daring to meet hiseyea^i 
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for what must he think of me^ between my 
blunder and the supposed preference? 

He returned in a moment> and told me that 
Mrs. Miryan was at cards, but would be glad to 
see me ; and 1 went immediately. There was 
but one chair vacant, so, to my great relief, 
Lord OryiUe presently left us. I then told 
Mrs. Minran my disasters, and she good-na« 
tiiredly blamed herself for not having better in- 
structed me, but said she had taken it for granted 
that I must know such common customs. How- 
ever, the man may, I think, be satisfied with 
his pretty speech, and carry his resentment no 
farther. 

In a short time, Lord Orville. returned. I con- 
sentedy with the best grace I could, to go down 
another dance, for I had had time to recollect 
myself, and therefore resolved to use some exerr 
tion, and, if possiUe, appear less a fool than I 
had bithertb' done; fbr it occurred to me that 
insignificant as I was, compared to a man of his 
rank and figure, yet, since he had been so un- 
fortunate as to make choice o£ me for a partner, 
why — I should endeavour to make the best of it. 

The dance, however, was short,, and he spoke 
very little; so I had.no opportunity of putting 
my resolution in practice. He was satisfied, I 
suppose, with his former successless efforts to 
draw me out; or, raither, I fancied, he had been 
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inquiring who I was. This again disconcerted 
me, and the spirits I had determined to exert 
again failed me. Tired^ ashamed, and mortified, 
I begged to sit down till we returned home, which 
I did sobn after. Lord Orville did me the honor 
to. hand me to the coach, talking all the way of 
the honor / had done him ! — Oh, these fashion- 
able people 1 

Well, mj d^ar Sir, was it not a strange eyen- 
ing? I could not help being thus particular, 
because, to me, CTcry thing is so new. But4t 
b now time to conclude. 1 am, with all loye 
and duty, 

Youp 

Etzlina. 
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LETTER XII. 



KVEIJKA IK COVmrUATiOV. 

Tnesdajy April) 5. 

THERE 18 to be no end to the troubles of last 
night. I have this moment^ between persuasion 
and laughter^ gathered from Maria the most 
curious dialogue that ever I heard. You will^ 
at firsts be startled at my yanity^ but^ my dear 
Sir, haye patience ! 

It must have passed while I was^ silting with 
Mrs. Mirvan in the cardrroom. Maria was taking 
gome refreshment^ and saw Lord Oryille ad- 
Tancing for the same purpose himself; but he 
did not know her^ though she immediately recol- 
lected him. Presently after^ a yery gay- looking 
man^ stepping hastily up to him^ cried, *^ Why, 
my Lord, what haye you done yrith your loyely 
partner ?*' 

" Nothing P* answered Lord Oryille, with a 
smile and a shrug. 

** By Joye," cried the man, ^^ she is the most 
beautiful creature I eyer saw in my h& I" 



Ijord OnriUe, as be well mighty lavgbed, 
but answered—" Te»> a pretty modest-loo Ling 
girl." 

^' Ofa, mj Lord!" cried the madman, "«he is 
an angel !" 

" A silent one,** retukned he^ 

" Wbj aye, my Lord ! how stands she as to 
that? She looks all intelligence and expression.'^ 

'' A poor weak ^iri4" answered Lord Orville 
ahaking his head. 

'^ By Jove/' cried die other, ^^ I am glad to 
hear iti'* 

At that moment, the same odious creature who 
had been my former tormentor, joined them. 
Addressing Lord Orville with great respect, he 
said, " I beg pardon, my Lord, if I was — as \ 
fear might be the case — rather too severe in my 
censure of the lady who is honored with yo«r 
protection -, — but, my Lord, ill-breeding i$ apt im 
provoke a man.** 

" Ill-breeding !" cried my unknown champion, 
* impossible! that elegant face can never be so 
vile a mask !" 

" O Sir, as to that," answered he, '' you must 
allow me to judge; for though I pay all deference 
to your opinion in other things,-^yet 1 hope you 
will grant^-and I appeal to your Lordship also-* 
that I am not toully despicable as a judge of good 
or ill manners." 
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*' I was so wholly igo<Mrant," said Lord Or- 
tille, gravely, " of the provocation you might 
have had, ihat I could not hut be surprised at 
your sihgular resentment." 

^^ It was far from my intention," answered he, 
*^ to offend your Lordship ; but really, for a 
persoii who is nobody to give herself such' airs, 
— ^i owii I could not command my passions : for, 
my Lord, though I have' made diligent in(|uiry, 
I cannot learn who she is." 

'^ By what I can make out," cried my de- 
fender, '^ she must be a country parson's daugh- 
ter." 

" He ! he ! he ! very good, 'pon honor !" cried 
the fop, — " well, so I could have sworn by her 
ihanners." 

And th^n, delighted at bis own wit, he 
lafighed, &nd Went away, as I suppose,- to re- 
peat it. 

^^ But what the deuce is all this?" demanded 
the other. 

" "Why a very foolish affair," answered Lord' 
Orville: " your Helen first refused this coxconoJb, 
and ih6n — danced with nie. This is all I can 
gather of it." 

" Oh, Orvillc," returAed he, *' you are a happy 
man ! — But, ilt^bred ?— I can never believe it ! 
and she looks too sensible to be ignorant J^ 

« Whether ignorant or miscliievoitd; I wiH- 



tiol pretend to determine, but certain it is she 
attended to all /could say to her, though I have 
really fatigued myjielf with fruitless endeavours 
to entertain her with the most immoveable gra'- 
vity 'y but no sooner did Lovel begin his complaint, 
than she was seized with a fit of laughing ; first 
aiFroniing the poor beaU; and then enjoying his 
Uiortiiication." 

*' Ha! ha! ha! why there's some genius in 
that, my Lord, though perhaps rather rustic. ^^ 

Here Maria was called to dance, and so heard 
no more. 

Now, tell me, my dear Sir, did you ever know 
•any thing more provoking ? ^^ A poor weak girl !'* 
*^ ignorant or mischievous!'* "What mortifying 
words! I am resolved, however, that I will 
never again be tempted to go to an assembly. I 
wish I had been in Dorsetshire. 

Well, after this, you will not be surprised 
that Lord Orvllle contented himself with an 
inquiry after our healths this morning, by his 
.servant, without troubling himself to caU, as 
-Miss Mirvan bad told me he would: but perhaps 
it may be only a country . custom. 

1 would not live here for the world. I card 

not how soon we leave town. London soon 

^rows tiresonte. I wish the Captain would come. 

Mrs. Mirvan talks of the opera for this evening ; 

liowever, I am very ind^Sierent about it. 

c a 
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Wednesday Morning. 

Welly my clear Sir, I have been pleased against 
my will, I could almost say, for I must own I 
went out in very ill-humor, which I think you 
cannot wonder at : but the music and the singing 
were charming; they soothed me into a pleasure 
the most grateful, the best suited to my present 
disposition in the world.' I hope to persuade 
Mrs. Mir? an to go again on Saturday. I wish the 
opera was erery night. It is, of all entertain- 
ments, the sweetest and most delightful. Some 
of the songs seemed to melt my yery soul. It 
was what they call a serious opera, as the comic 
first singer was ill. 

To-night we go to Ranelagh. If any of those 
three gentlemen who conversed so freely about 
.me should .be there — but I won't think of it. 

Tbnrsday Morning. 

Well, my dear Sir, we went to Ranelagh. 
It is a charming place, and the brilliancy of the 
lighu, on my first entrance, made me ahnost 
think I was in some inchanted castle or &irjr 
palace ; for all looked like magic to me. 

The yery first person I saw was Lord Oryille. 
I felt so confused ! *-^ bat he did not see me. 
After te»; Mrs. Miryan being tired, Maria and 



. I walked round the room alone. Then again 
we saw him> standing by the orchestra^ We, 
too, stopt to h^ar a singer. He bowed to me^ 
I curtsied^ and I am sure I colored. — ^We soon 
walked on, not liking our situation: however, 
he did not follow us; and when we passed by 
the orchestra again, he was gone* Afterwards 
in the course of the erening, we met him seye- 
ral times ) but he was always with some party, 
and neyer ^poke to us, thoi^h wheneyer he 
chanced to meet my eyes he condescended to 
bow. 

I cannot but be hurt at the opinion he en-^ 
tertains of me. It is true, my own behaviour 
incurred it — ^yet he is himself the most agreeable, 
and, seemingly, the most amiable - man in the 
world; and therefore it is that I am grieved 
to be thought ill of by him : for of whose esteem 
ought we to be ambitious, if not of those wha 
most merit our own? — But it is too late to 
reflect upon this now. Well, I canH help it;, 
-^however, I think I have done with assem- 
blies f 

This morning was destined for seeiJtg sights, 
auctions, curious shops, and so forth; but my 
head ached, and I was not in a humor to be 
amused, and so I made them go without me, 
though very unwillingly. — They are «dl kindness. 

And BOW I am sorry I did not accompany 

c 5 



54 svxLrvAv 

them, for 1 know not/what to do. wkh ihjself^ 
r had resoWed < i&Ot to go to the play to-night^ 
but I beHeve I ftkall.: Iti short, I hardly care 
itrhetfaer I do or not. 



' I thought I had done vrrodgf Mrs. Mirraik 
and Maria have been half tbe town ofer, and 
Sb entertained ! — iirhile I, like a fooA., < staid at 
home to do nothing : and, H i«i anetiion in 
Pall-mall, who should they meet but Lor<l^ 
Oryille ! he sat next to' Mrs. MiiTan, and they 
talked a great deal together: but she gaTe me 
no account of the conyersation. - 

I may never have such another opportunity 
of seeing London ; I am quite sorry that I vras 
not of the party, but I deserve tbis mortifica^ 
tion for having indulged my ill-faumor. 

Thufs^y I^igkt. 

We are just r^umed from Ae play, iv^^cb 
was King Lear, and has made me very sad.. 
We did not see ai^ body we knew. 

Well, adieu^ It is too late to. write more. 

Friday. 

' Captain Mirvan' is arrived. I have. not spirita 
to ^ give an account of his introduction, for he 
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lias reallj shocked me. I do i^ot like liim. He 
seems to be surly, vulgar^ and di&a^reeablc. 

Almost the same moment that Maria was 
presented to him, he began same rude jests 
upon the bad shape of her nose, and called 
her a tall, ill-formed thing. She bore it with 
the utmost good-humor^ but that kind and 
sweet-tempered woman, Mrs. Mirvan, deserved 
a better lot: I am amazed she would marrj 
him. 

For my own part, I have been so shy, tliat 
I have hardly spoken to him, or h« to me. 
I cannot imagine why the family was ^ re* 
joiced at his return. If he had dpent his whple 
life abroad, I should have supposed ihey might 
rather have been thankful than sorrowful: — 
however, I hope they do no% think so ill of 
him as I do; at least^ I am sure they have 
too much prudence to make it known. 

Satarday Night. 

We have been to the opera, and T am still 
more pleased than I was on Tuesday. I could 
have thought myself in paradise, but for the 
continual talking of the company around me. 
We sat in the pit, where every body was dressed 
in so high a style, that, if I had been less de- 
lighted with the performance, my eyes would 

c 4 
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haye fovnd me sufficient entertaiiuoient from 
looking at the ladies. 

I was very glad I did not sit next tlie Captain^ 
for he could not hear tbe music or singers^ 
and was extremiely gross: in his observations on> 
both. When the opera was oyer, we went into 
a place called the cofiee-room> where ladies as 
well a9 gentlemen assemble. There are all 
aarts of refreshments, and the company walk 
about and chat with the same ease and freedom 
as in a private room« 

On Monday we go to a ridotto, and on Wed- 
nesday we return to Howard Grove. The 
Captain says he won't stay here to be smoktd 
mth fikh any longer; but, having been seven 
years smoked mth a burning sun, he will re-* 
tire to the country^ and rink into a fair-ti^eathe^ 

Adien> my dear Sir^ 
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Ta«sdaj, April 13. 
HY SEAR SIH> 

WE came home from tBe ridotto so late, 
or rather so early, that it was not possible for 
me to write. Ifadced we did not go^ — ^you will 
be frightened to hear it/— till past eleven o'clock; 
bnt nobody does: — a terrible reverse of the 
order of nature ! We sleep with the sun^ and 
wake with the moon. 

The room was very magnificent, the lights 
and decorations were brilliant, and the com- 
pany gay and splendid. But I should have 
told you, that I made many objections to being 
of ihe party, according to the* resolution I had 
formed. However, Maria laughed me out of 
my scruples, an<i so once again — I went to an 
assembly. 

Miss Mirvan danced a minuet, but I had 

,BOt the courage to follow her example. In our 

walks I saw Lord Orville. He was quite alone 
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hut did not obserre us. Yet; as he seemed 
of no partj, I thought it -was not impossible 
that he might join us; and though I did not 
wish much to dance at all — jet^ as I was more 
acquainted with him than with any other person 
in the rootn^ I must own I could not help 
tliinking it would be infinitely more desirable 
to dance again with him than with an entire 
stranger. To be sure^ after all that had passed^ 
it was very ridicule us to suppose it even pro- 
bable that Ijord Orville would again honor me 
with his choice ; yet I am compelled to confess 
my absurdity^ by way of explaining whaft folio W8» 
Miss Mirvan was soon engaged , and pre- 
sently after ; a very fashionable^ gayloolking. 
man; who seemed about thirty years «£ age^ 
addressed himself to me, and begged to Wvie the 
honor of dancing with me. Now Maria's partner 
was a gentleman of Mrs. Mirvan's acquaintance;^ 
'for she had told us it was highly improper for 
yoimg women to dance with strangers at "any 
public assembly. Indeed it was by no means 
my wish so to do; yet I did not like to con- 
fine myself from dancing at all; -neither did 
I dare refuse this gentleman^ as I had done 
'Mr. Lovely and then, if any acquaintance should 
oSer^ accept him: and so, all these reasons 
combining,^ induced me to tell him — ^yet I blush 
to write it to you ! — that I was already en~ 
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guged; bj which I meant to keep myself at 
liber^ to daace or not^ as matters fihould fall 
•ut. 

I suppose my consciousness belrayed my ar- 
tifice, ^ior he looked at me as if incredulous; 
and, insilead of being satisfied wiik my answer^. 
and leaving me, according to my expectation, 
he walked at my side, and, with the greatest 
ease imagjuable, began a couTcrsation in the 
free style which only belongs to old and in- 
timate acc[uaiDtance. But, what was most prq- 
Toking, he asked me a thousand qae^tions 
. co^cerJDil^g ehe partner to wli»ni I ^a« engaged: 
and, at last, he said, ^' Is it really ppssible 
that a n(ian whom you have honored witb your 
acceptance, can fail to be at hand to profit 
from your goodness?" 

I felt extremely fpollsh, and begged Mrs. Mir- 
Tan to lead to a seat, which she very obligvQgly 
did. The Captain sat next her, . and^ to mj 
great surprise, this gentleman thought- proper 
to follow, and seat himself next to me. 

*' What an insensible !" continued he, '' why, 
Madam, you are missing the most delightful 
dance in the world! The jnan must he either 
mad, or a fool — "Whic^x. do you incline to think 
him yourself?" 

" Neither, Sir," answered I^ in some con- 
fusLon« 

c S 



He begged my pardon for the freedom of hdh 
supposition^ sajing, '^ I really was off my guard, 
from astonishment that any man can be so 
much and so unaccountably his own enemy. 
But where. Madam, can he possibly be? — has 
he left the room? — or has not he been in it?" 

" Indeed, Sir," said I peevishly, ^ I know 
nothing of him.** 

'' I don^t wonder that you are disconcerted,. 
Madam, it is really yery proToking. The best 
part of' the eyening will' be absolutely lost. 
Be deserves not that you should^ wait for him.'*' 

" I do not, Sir,"^ said I, ** and I beg yon 



not to— '^ 



" Mortifying, indeed, Madam," interrupted 
he, ''a lady to wait f6r a gentleman: — O fie^ 
—careless fellow! — what can detain him?^ — 
Will you give me leave to seek him?" 

*' If you please, Sir,"^ answered I, quite 
terrifiect lest Mrs. Mirvan should attend to him^ 
for she looked very much surprised at seeing 
me enter into conversation with a stranger. 

'* With all my heart," cried he ; " V^^J what 
coat has he on 7*^ 

*' Indeed I never looked at it.'^ 

*' Out upon him!" cried hej ''What! dfd 
be addr^ you in a coat not worth lopking 
at? — What a shabby wretch!" 

How ridiculous! I really could not help^ 
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langTiing; which^ I fear^ encouraged him, for 
lie went on. 

" Charming creature! — ^and catt you rcallj 
bear ill usage -with so much sweetness? — Caa 
you, like patience en m monument , smile in the 
midst of disappointment? — For my part, thotigh 
I am not the offended person, my indignation 
is so great; that I long to kick the fellow 
round the room! — unless, indeed," — ^hesitating 
and looking earnestly at me — "unless, indeed, 
— it is a partner of your own ereaHng7^ 

I was dreadfully abashed^ and could not 
make any answer. 

^ But no^!" cried he, again, and with warmth, 
'^ it cannot be that you are so cruel ! Softness 
itself is painted, in your eyes : — You could not, 
surely, Itaye the barbanty so wantonly to triiLe 
with my misery." 

I turned away from this nonsense with real 
disgust> Mrs. Mirvan saw my confusion, but 
was perplexed what to think of it, and 1 could 
not explain to her the cause lest the Captaia 
should hear me. I therefore proposed to walk; 
she consented, and we all rose \ but, would you 
belieye it? this man had the assurance to rise 
too, and walk close hy my side, as if of my 
party \ 

" Now," cried he, *' I hope we shall sec this. 
ingi>ate»^ — Is that be?"— pointing to an old man> 
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who was lame, *' or that !"— and in this manne? 
he asked me of whoever was old or ugly in the 
room. I made no sort of answer ; and when he 
found til at I was res^lutdj silent, and walked on 
as much as J could without ohserring him^ he 
suddenly stamped bis fpot, aud cried out^ in a 
passion^ "Fool! ideot! hoohy!" 

I turned hastily toward him: " Oh^ Madam!'' 
continued he^ ^' forgive my vehemepce; hut I 
am distracted to think there should exist a wretch 
who can slight a hlessing for whi<^h I would 
forfeit my life ! — Oh ! that I could hpt meet him t 
I would soon — ^hut I grow an^ry : pardon me, 
Madam, my passions are violent; and your 
injuries aSect me !" 

1 hegan to apprehend he was a madman, and 
stared at him with the utmost astonishment. ^' I 
see you are moved, Madam," said he^ " generous 
creature ! — ^hut don't he alarmed, I am cool again, 
^ I am indeed, — upon my soul I am: — I entreat 
you, most lovely of mortals I I entreat you to he 
easy." 

" Indeed, Sir," said I very seriously, '' I must 
insist upon your leaving me; you are quite a 
stranger to me, and I am hoth unused and averse 
;to your langufige and your manners." 

This seemed to have some effect on him : he 
made me a low how, hegged my pardon, and 
vowed he would not for the world offend me*. 



^ Then, Sir, you must Ica^e mc," cried L 
'^ I am gone, Madam, I am gone !" ivith a 
most tragical air; aad he marched away^ a 
^uick pace, out of sight in a moment; but before 
I had lime to congratulate myself, he was agaiaa 
at my elbow. 

^^ And canld you really let m^ go, apd not 
he sorry? — Can you see me^Miffer torments inex- 
.pressihle, and yet retain all your favor for that 
miscreant who flies you? — Ungrateful puppy ! — I 
could bastinado him !" 

" For HeaTcn's sake^ rxxy dear,'* cried Mrsv 
•Mirvan, ** who is he talking of?" 

'^ Indeed — I do not know, Madam," said I^ 
*' but I wish he would leave me." 

" What's all that there?" cried the Captain. 
The man made a low bow, and said, '^ Only,. 
"Sir, a slight objectiotn which this young lady 
makes to dancing with me, and which I am en- 
^eavouriog to obviate. I shall think myself 
greatly honored, if you will, intercede for me." 

" That lady, Sir," said the Captain coldly, " is: 

(her own mistress." And he walked sullenly on. 

^^ You, Madam;" said the man, who looked 

delighted, to Mrs. Mirvan, ^^ you, I hope, will 

have the goodness to speak for me." 

" Sir," answered she gravely, '' I have not 
-the • pleasure of being acquainted with you." 
" I hope when you have, Ma'am/' cried be^ 
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tmdatinted, '^ you mrill honor me ivitli your ap- 
probation^ but^ while I am yet unknown, to you, 
k would be truly generous in you to countenance 
me ; and^ I flatter myself, Madam^ that you will 
iiDt haye cause to repent it." 

Mrs. Mirvan, with an embarrassed air^ replied, 
'^ I do not at all mean, Sir, to doubt your being 
a gentleman^-^but, — ^" 

'* But whaty. Madam?- — that doubt remoyed-,. 
whyaftz*^?" -^ 

*' Well, Sir,'*^ said Mrs. Miryan with a goodr 
humored smile, '^ I will eyen treat you with 
your own plainness, and try what effect that wiH 
haye on you: I must therefore tell you, once for 
aU,— » 

^ Oh, pardon me Madam T' interrupted he 
eagerly^ ^^you must not proceed with those 
words, once for all; no, if I haye been to© 
plain, and, though a manj deserye a rebuke,, 
vemembev, dear ladies, that if you copy,y you 
ought injustice to excuse wlc.^ 

We both stared at the man's strange behayiour. 

'^ Be nobler than your sex," continued he, 
turning to me, ^' honor me with one dance, and 
giye up the ingrate who has merited so ill your 
patience." 

Mrs. Miryan looked with astonishment at ua 
both. ^' Who does he speak of, my dear? — yo» 
sever mentioned — " 
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** O Madam!'' exclaimed he, '^ he was not 
worth mentioning — it is pitj he was ever thought 
of: but lei us forget his existence. OflJlMlance 
is all I solicit; permit me, Madam, the nonor 
of this young lady's hand \ it will be a fayor 
I shall eter most gratefiiQy acknowledge*" 

"Sir/* answered she, " lavors and stran- 
gers haye with me no connexion." 

'^ If you haye hitherto," said he, '' confined 
your beneyolence to your intimate friends, suf- 
fer me to be the first for whom your charitj 
is enlarged." 

" WeD, Sir! I know not what to say to yon, 
—but—" 

He stopped her but with so many urgent in-» 
treaties, that she at last told me I must either 
go down one dance, or ayoid his importnnitiea 
by returning home. I hesitated which alter-* 
natiye to choose*, but this impetuous man at length 
prey ailed, and I was obliged to consent to dance 
with him. 

And thus was my deyiation from truth pu«> 
nished; and thus did this man's determined bold-' 
Bess conquer. 

During the dance, before we were too much 
engaged in it for conyersation, he was ex- 
tremely proyoking about my' partner , and nried 
eyery means in his power to make me own 
th^t i bad d^ceiyed him; which, though I 
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vottid not so far hnmbl^ myself as to acLnow- 
Ifii^e, "wasy indeed, but top obvious. 

Lord Orville^ JL fancy, did not dance at all; 
he seened to haye a large acquaintance, and 
joined several different parties: but you 'will 
easily suppose I was not mucb pleased to ^e 
him, in a few -minutes after I was gone, walk 
towards the place I had just left, and bow to 
and join Mrs. Miryan! 

How unlncl^y I thought myself, that I had 
not longer withstood this stranger's importuni* 
ties! The moment we had gone down the 
dance, 1 was hastening away, from .bim; '^ut 
he stopped me, and said that I could by no 
means return to my party, without giving of- 
fence, before we had done our duty of u^alk" 
ing up the dance. As I knew nothing at all of 
these rules and customs, I was obliged to sub- 
mit to his directions; hot I &ncy 1 looked 
rather uneasy, for he took notice of my in- 
attention, saying, in his free way, "Whence 
that anxiety? — ^Wby are those lovely eyes per- 
petually averted?" 

" I wish you would say no more to me, 
Sir," cried I peevishly, " you have already 
destroyed all my happiness for thi$ evening.'' 

" Good Heaven! witkat is it I have done? 
-—How have I B^erited this scorn?" 

" You have tormented me^ to death) you 



haTe forced me from mj frientb^ and in- 
truded joorself upon me, agaiiist mj will, for 
a .partner.'V 

^' Surelj, my dear Madam, we auglit to be 
better fi^iends, sin^se, ih^re seems to be some- 
thing of sympathy ia the frankness of our dis- 
positions; and ye^9 wene you not an angel 
— ^how do you think I could brook such con-^ 
tiempt?" 

'*^ If I ba¥e offended you," cried J, ** you 
haY£ but to l^dYC me— ^and oh, how I wish 
you would !" 

'' My dear creature," said he, half laugh- 
ing, ''why, where could you be educated?" 

" "Where I most sincerely wish I now was!'* 

" How conscious you must be, s^l beautiful 
that you are, that those charming airs serve 
only ta heighten the bloom of your com- 
plexion !" 

'' Your freedom. Sir, where you are more 
acquainted, may perhaps be less disagreeable^ 
but to me — " 

" Tou do me justice," cried he, interrupt- 
ing me, ''yes, I. do indeed imprQye upon ac- 
quaintauce; you will hereafter be quite charmed 
with me." . . 

'' iBereafter, Sir! I hope I shall i^ever — " 

" Oh, hush! — husb!^ — hav^, you forgot the 
situation in which I found you? — Have you 
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forgot^ that when deserted I pursued yoti^*— 
when betrayed I adored you? — ^but for me — ^ 

" But for you^ Sir, I mighty perhaps, have 
been happy." 

** What then, am I to conclude that, bui 
for me, your fpttrtner would have appeared? 
— poor fellow! — and <Kd my presence awe 
himr 

*' I wish Jiis presence, Sir, could awe youV^ 

*' His presence ! — perhaps, then, yon see him?** 

" Perhaps, Sir, I doj" cried I, quite wearied 
of his raillery. 

'* Where? — where?— for Hearen's sake show 
me the wretch f" 

« Wretch, Sir?" 

** Oh, a yery savage 1 — a sneaking, shamefaced, 
despicable puppy!'" 

I know not what bewitched me— -but my pride 
was hur^ and< my spirits were tired, and*— in 
short — I had the folly, looking at Lord Orrille^ 
to repeat, ^* Di»picabh, ybu think ?* 

His eyes instantly followed mine; ^'Why^ ia 
ihcui^e gentleman?'^ 

I made no answer; I could net affirm, and 
I would not deny; — for I hoped to be relieved 
from his teizing by his mistake. 

The very moment we had done what he 
called our duty, I eagerly desired to return Xtk 
Mrs. Miryan^ 
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^^ Td jour partner^ I presume Madam?'' said 
he, very gravely. 

This quite confounded me; I dreaded lest 
this mischievous man, ignorant of bis rank, 
^ould address himself to Lord OrviUe, and say 
something -which might expose my artifice. — Fool! 
to involve myself in such difficulties I I now 
feared what 1 had before wished; and, there- 
fore, to avoid Lord Orville, I was ^obliged my- 
self to propose going down another dancer 
though I was ready to sink with shame while I 
spoke. 

''^ But your partner^ Ma'am?'' said he, affect- 
ing a very solemn air ; ^' perhaps he may resent 
my detaining you : if you will give me leave to 
«sk his consent — " 

^* Not for the universe.'* 

*' Who is he. Madam?' 

I wished myself a hundred miles off. He re<" 
peated his question, '^ What is his name ?'* 

*' Nothing — nobody — I don't know. — " 

He assumed a most important solemnity ; ^' How! 
— not know? — Give me leave, my dear Madam, 
to recommend this caution to you ; Never dance 
in public with a stranger, — with one whose 
name you are ^nacijuainted with,-— who may be a 
. mere adventurer, — a man of no character, — 
consider to Vrhat impertinence you may expose 
yoursclfc" 
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Was ever any thing so ridiculous? I could 
not help laughing in spite of mj vexation. 

At this instant^ Mrs. Mirran^ followed by Lord 
Orville, walked up to us. Tou will easily be^ 
lieve it was not difficult for me to recover my 
gravity; but what was my consternation, when 
this strange man, destined to be the scourge of 
my artifice, exclaimed, *' Ha ! my Lord Orville ! 
—I protest I did not kiiow your Lordship. 
What can I say for my usurpation ? — Yet, 
faith, my Lord, such a prize was not to be 
neglected." 

My shame and Confusion were unspeakable. 
Who ' could have supposed or foreseen that this 
knan knew Lord Orville! But fabhood is not 
more unjustifiable than unsafe. 

Lord Orville — well he might ! — looked all 
amazement. 

*' The philosophic coldness of your Lordship,* 
continued this odious creature, ** every man is 
not endovred with. I iiave used my utmost en- 
tleavours to entertain this lady, though 1 fear 
without success ; and your Lordship w411 not be 
H little flattered, if acquainted with the difficulty 
which attended my procuring*' the honor 6f only 
on^ dance.**^ Theil, turning to' nrfe, ^/ho w*s 
'^hiking with shame, whfle L6rd Orville stood 
motionless, and Mrs. Mirvan •asloni'ishekl,* lie sud- 
denly seized my hand^ sayings *^ Think^ my Lord, 
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wliat must be mj reluctance to resign this fair 
hand to yoar Lordship !" 

In the same instant^ Lord OrriUe took it of 
him; I colored violently, and made an effort to 
recover it. '' You do me too much honor, Sir/* 
cried he, with an air of gallantry, .pressing it 
to his lips before he let it go : ^^ however, I shall 
be happy to profit by it, if this lady," turning 
to Mrs. Mirvan, ^' will permit me to seek for her ^ 
party." 

To compel him thus to dance, I could not 
endure, and eagerly called out, '^ By no means 
—not for the world !-^I must beg"—" 

'^ Will you honor m^.y Madam, with your 
commands," cried my tormentor ; ^^ may / seek 
the lady's party?" 

"No, Sir," answered I, turning from him. 

" What shall be done, my dear?" said 
Mrs. Miryan. 

''' Nothing, Ma^am; — anything, I mean — " 

" But do you dattce, or not? you see his 
Lordship waits." - 

<^ I hope not, — I beg that — ^I would tiotfor the 
world — I am sure I ought to— «o— " 

I could not speak; but that confident man^ 
determined to discover whether or not I had 
deceived him, said to Lord Orville, who stood* 
suspended, ** My Lord, this afiair, which, at 
present^ seems perpleSLod^ I will briefly explain ^ 
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-^tfaift lady {proposed to me another dance^^-^no* 
thing could have made me more happj-r-I onlj 
trished for jour Lordship's permission^ whicb^ if 
BOW granted^ will^ I am perouaded, set eyery 
thing right." 

I glowed with indignation. *^ No, Sir — It it 
your absence^ and that alone, can set every thing 
right.'' 

^^ For Heaven's aake, my dear," cried Mrs. Mir- 
Tan, who could no longer contain her surprise^ 
** what does all this mean? — were you pre- 
engagedT-^had Lord Orville-^" 

" No, Madam, cried I,— only— only I did not 
know that gentleman ,—^nd so^-^^and so I thought 
—I intended— I— '• 

Orerpowered by all that had passed, I had 
not strength to make my mortifying explanation \ 
^— my spirits quite failed me, and I burst into 
tears. 

They all seemed shocked and amased. 

^' "What is the matter, my dearest love?" cried 
Mrs. Mirran, with the kindest concern. 

^' What have I done!" exclaimed my evil 
genius, and ran officiously for a glass of 
water. 

however, a bint was sufficient for Lord Or- 
ville, who comprehended all I would have ex« 
plained. ' He immediately led me to a. seat, and 
said, inalowvoicCi ^^ Be not distressed, I beseech 



y^l I ^li^ll ever think my name honored by 
your making use of it>'' 

This politeness relieved me. A generfti mur« 
mur had alarmed Miss MiiTan, ivho flew instanllj 
to me; while Lord Oryille^ the moment Mrs. Mir-* 
van bad taken the water^ led my tormentor 
away. 

":For Heaven's sake, dear Madam!*' cried I, 
^^ let me go home: — ^indeed^ I cannot stay here 
eny longer.*' 

'^ Let us all go !'* cried my kind Maria. 

'' But the Captain — what will he say ? I had 
better go home in « chair." 

Mrs. Mirvan consented^ «nd I rose to depart* 
Lord OrviHe and that man both came to me. 
The first; with an attenfion I had but ill merited 
from him, led me to a chair ; while the othe^ 
followed, pestering me with apologies. I wished 
to have made mine to Lord Oryille, but was too 
much ashamed. 

It was about one o'clock. Mrs^ Milan's ser*- 
Vants saw me home. 

And now, — what again shall ever tempt me to 
an assembly? I dread to hear what you will 
think of me, my most dear and honored Sir t 
you will need your utmost partiality, to receive 
me without displeasure. 

' This morning Lord Oryille has sent to inquire 
after our healths: and Sir Clement Willoughby^ 
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for thAt^ I find, is the name of my persecutor^ 
has called: but I would not go down stairs till he 
was gone. 

And now, my dear Sir^ I can somewhat ac- 
count for the strange, provoking, and ridicolons. 
conduct of this Sir Clement,: last nighty foi? 
jMiss Mirvan says he is the very man with 
whom she heard Lord Oryille conversing at 
Mrs. Stanley's, when I was spoken of in* so 
mortifyiDg a manner. He was pleased to say 
he was glad to hear I was a fool ; and therefore, 
I sc^pose, he concluded he might talk as much 
nonsense as he pleased to me : however, I am 
yery indifferent as to his opinion ; — ^but for Lord 
Orville,— r-if then he thought me an ideot, now, 
I am sure, he must suppose me both bold and 
presuming. Make use of bis name ! — ^what im- 
pertinence ! — he can never know how it hap- 
pened,— -he can only imagine it was from an 
excess of vanity: — well, however, I shall leave 
this bad city to-mprroW; and never again will 
I enter it ! 

The Captain intends to take us to-night to the' 
Fantocini. I cannot bear that Captain; I can 
give you no idea how gross he is. I heartily 
rejoice that he was not present at the disagreeable 
conclusion .of yesterday's adventure, for I am sare 
he would have contributed to my confusion; 
which might perhaps have diverted him, as he 
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fiddom or neTer smiles but at some other person's 
expense. 

And here 1 conclude my London letters, — 
•and without any regret ; for I am 4oo inesperi^ 
enced and ignorant to conduct myself -with pro-- 
pricty in this town, where every thing is new to 
<me, and many things are unaccountable and 
|>erplexing. 

Adieu, my dear Sir ! Heaven restore me safely 
to you ! 1 wish I was to go immediately to 
Berry Hill; yet the wish is ungrateful to Mrs. Mir- 
Tan^ and therefore I will repress it. I shall write 
an account of the Fantociai from Howard Grove^i 
We have not been to half ihe -public places that 
are now open, tfaougli I dare say you will think 
we have been to all: but they are almost as 
innumerable as the persons who fill them. 
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LETTER XIV. 



XVELINA IN • CONTliCUATJOSr. 



Qa€cn-^Aaa~Street, April i3. 

HOW much "vrill ycru be surprised, my dearesi 
Sir, at receiving -an6ther letter from London of 
your Evelina's -writiug ! But, heiieve me, it was 
not my fault, neither is it my ^appiness^ that 
r am still here : our journey has been postponed 
by an accident equally unexpected and disa- 
greeable. 

"We Trent last night to see the Fantocini, where 
we had infinite entertainment from the perform- 
ance of a little comedy, in French and Italian, 
by puppets, so admirably managed, that they both 
astonished and diverted us all, except the Captain, 
who has a fixed ' and most prejudised hatred of 
whatever is not English. 

When _ it was over, while we wai ted for the 
coach, a tall elderly woman brushed quickly 
past us, calling out, ^' My God! what shall 
I do?" 

" Why, what would yon do?'^ cried the Captain. 



*•' Mdfoi', MoTuUuVy^ answered she, "I hate 
lost mj oompaay ; and in thb place I- donH kiKiw 
nobody." 

'Tbere- was sometldng ^eign in* her aceeiit^ 
thou^ k- Was difi^diift tb ilkcof^dr- whether she 
was* an English OF^a Fremoh womani She watf 
Very well .cUressed^ andjeemedaor entirely at a hiss 
what lo dn, that Ikirs* Munvan proposed W the 
Captain to assist her. 

• "' Assist hef^!" cried he, " 'fcyo, with all my 
heart; — fot a Itnkrboy call hen a coach^" 

There was not one to ^ Be had, and. it itailied 
TCry fiaistl 

^^ Mon- DieU'^^^ exclaimed the strengei^ '^- what 
shall* become of me? Jb aui^ audeaespoir !*[ 

" Dear Sir," cried Mis« Minran, *' pray let us 
take the poor lady into our coach. She is quite 
alone, and a foreigner — .'* 

^^ She^s neyer the better for that,'^ answered 
he : *' she may be a woman of the town, for aHy 
thing yoil know." 

'' She does not appear snch," said Mrs. Mirran, 
''and itideed she seems so much distressed, that 
we shall but follow the golden rale, if we carry 
her to her lodgings." 

'* You are mighty fond of *iew acquaintance,^ 
returned he, '' but Rrst let us know if she be goibg 
our way." , 

Upon inquiry, "^e found that she lived us 
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Oxford Road; and> after some dDsputthg, tbe 
Captain, 6«iiiljy and wMi a rerj bad graee^ ^^on-^ 
sented to admit ber into bis coacb ; though be 
aoon convinced us, that he was determined she 
•bould not be too mucb obliged to him, for be 
■earned absolutelj bent upon quarrelling with 
Iter : for which strange inhospitalitj^ I can assign 
no other reason dtan that she appeared to be a 
foreigner^ 

The conTcrsation began bj her telling us- 
that she had been in England >onlj two dajs:^ 
that the gentlemen beknging to her were Pari«> 
sians, and had left her to see for a - hackney- 
coach^ as her own carriage was abroad; and 
thai she had waited for them till she was quite 
Irightened^ and concluded that thej had lost 
themselves* 

r 

" And pray/* said the Captain, « why did 
^on go to a puhlia place without an Englbh-i^ 
man?" 

'* Ma /oi, Sir,** answered she, " beca^ise none 
of my. acquaintance is in town." 

'' Why then," said he, " Til tell you whtt ,- 
your best way ia to go out of it yourself." 

*' Pardi, Monsieur y^ returned she, ** and sa r 
I shall; for, I precise you, I think the English | 

a parcel of brutes ; and I'll -go. back to FrancQ 
as fast as I can, for I would not live amoog nonft 
of you*" 



" Who wants you?" cried the Captain; "da 
you suppoae^ Madam French , we have not enough 
of other nations to pick our pockets already! I'll 
warrant you, there's no need for you for to put 
in your oar/' 

" Pick your pockets. Sir! I wish nobody 
wanted te pick your pockets no more than I do ; 
and I'll promise yoU, you'd be safe enough. But 
there's no nation under the sun can beat the 
Englisli for iU-politeness ; for my part, I hate 
the Tery sight of them, and so I shall only just 
▼isit a person of quality or two, of my particular 
acquaintance, and then I shall go back again to 
France/* 

" Aye, do ;" cried he, " and then go to Am 
devil together; for that's the fittest voyage for the 
French and the quality.'* 

*' "We'll take care, however,'* cried the stran- 
ger, with great vehemence, '^ not to admit none 
of your vulgar unmannered English among 



us.'* 



'* Oh, never fear," returned he coolly, ^ we 
shan't dispute the point with you ; you and 
the quality may have the devil all* to your- 
selves.'* 

Desirous of changing the subject of a convex* 
sation which now became very alarming, Mis» 
Mirvan called out, " I^rd> how slow the maa 
dvivesl'* 

» 4 
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'' NeVer nixtal lioU/' daid her fstlie^, '' m 

wbeit you ftrfc going Mr'H^wiLiNi Grote.'' 

'< To' Howatd Gttyte*!" eidafifeied' the strain* 
gcr; " why, mon Dieut do you Vnow Lady 
SoWatfl?'^ 

« W!»y, w\m if wfe' d«i y* aim^eried be, '< that*a 
nothing. Ui yoa; slie^s none ot youf quoiii\f,>V}ik 
proitiM ytm*." 

'* WBo told yott thatj" cried* slic, **ydud<m't 
kiioif^ nothing ahom thtf matter;- brides, youV^ . 
thie iU-br)ed6sl person "evtefr I ftee"; a«id' asf t6 
ybttr Vxioiving Lady Howard, I don't believe, na 
such a thing ; unless, indeed, you are hdr 
stcfw&t-d." 

Tb^ Captain, swearing terrtUy, said, with great 
fury, ."yoM would much soonex:^ h^ taken for her 
waah-woinan.** 

'* Her wash-woman, indeed! — ^Ha, ha, ha!-— 
wby yon han't no eyes; did y^u ever see a wash- 
woman in such a gown as this? — besides, I'm 
no such mean person, for I'm as good as Lady 
Howard, and as rich too ; and besides, I'm now 
come to England to visit her.", 

*' You may spare yourself that there trptible,'* 
said the Captain, '* she ha^ paupers enough about 
her already," 

** Paupers, Mister! — no more a pauper than 
yourself, nor so much neither; — ^biit you are 



« }6w, diny feDow^y and I shan't stoop to take 
no more notice of you." 

** Dirty fellow !" exclaimed the Captain, seizing 
holh her wrists, " hark you, Mrs. Frog, . you'd 
best hold your tongue^ for I must make bold 
to tell you, if you don't, that I shall make 
no ceremony of tripping you out of the window^ 
and there yoa may Ue in the mud till some of 
your Monseers come to help you out of it.'^ 

Their increasing passion quite terrified us^ 
and Mrs. Miryan was begin niog to remonstrate 
with the Captain, when we were all silenced 
by what follows* 

'^ Let me go, yillain that you are, let me go! 
or I'll promise you, I'U get you put to prison 
for this usage ; I'm no common person,' I assure 
yoU: and^ ma foi! I'll go to Justice Fielding 
about you; for I'm a person of fashion, and 
ril make you know it, or my name i'n't 
Duval." 

I heard no more: amazed, frightened, and 
nitspeakably shocked, an involuntary exclamation 
of Gr'acioUa Heaven! escaped me, and, more 
dead than alive, I sunk into Mrs^ Mii^van's 
armSk Btit let me draw a veil over a scene too 
cruel for a heart so compassionately tender as 
yours; it is 'sufiicienl that you know this sup- 
po^d £>reigner proved to be Madame Duval 
— the grandmother of your Evelina * 
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Oh^ Sir! to discover so near relatToit m a 
woman who had thus introduced herself! — 
what would! become of me, were it not for 
you, mj protector, mj friend, and my refuge? 

My extreme concern and MrSi minran's surr 
prise immediately betrayed me. But I will 
not shod you with the manner of her acknow- 
ledging me, or the bitterness, the ffrossness^^ 
I cannot otherwise express myself, — with which 
she spoke of those unhappy past transactions 
you hare so pathetically related to me« All the 
misery of a much-injured parent, — dear, though 
never seen*, regretted, though never known—*- 
crowded so forcibly upon my memory, that 
they" rendered this interview— one only excepted 
— the most afflicting I can ever know. 

When we stopped at her lodgings, she desired 
me to accompany her into the house, and said 
she could easily procure a room for me to sleep 
in ; alarmed and trembling, I turned to Mrs. Mir- 
van. — '^My daughter. Madam,'* said that sweet 
woman, '^ cannot so abruptly part with her 
young friend; you must allow a little time to 
wean them from each other." 

'' Pardon me. Ma'am,'* atiswered Madanilfe 
Buval, who, from the time- of her being known, 
somewhat softened her manners; ^* Miss can't 
possibly be so nearly connected to this child 
as I am." 
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" No matter for that," cried the Captoin, 
who espoused my cause to satisfy his own^pique^p 
though an- awkward apology had passed betweeit 
them^, " she was sent to us*, and so, d'ye see, 
we don't clioose for to part wi^ hev." 

I promised to wait upon her at what fim«' 
she pleased the next day, and, after a short 
debate> ^he desired me to breakfast withhev 
and we proceeded to Queen-Ann-street» 
^ What an unfortunate adventure ! — ^I could not 
close my eyes the whole night. A thousand 
times I wished I had never left Berry Hill; 
however, my return thitlier shall be accelerated 
k> the utmost of my power; and, once more 
in that abode of tranquil happiness, I will 
suffer na temptation to allure me elsewhere. 

Mrs. Mirvan was so kind as to accompany 
me to Madame Duval's house this morning. 
The Captain, too, offered his service ; which I^dc- 
clined^ from a fear slie should suppose 1 meant 
to insult her. 

She frowned most terribly upon Mrs. Mirvan, 
But she received me with s^s much tenderness 
as I belieite she is capable of feeling. Indeed, 
our meeting seems really to have affected her; 
for when, overcome by the variety of emotions 
which the sight, of her occasioned, I almost 
fainted in her ai^ms, she burst into tears, and 
said^. *' Let me not lose mj poor daughter a 
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second time !" This unexpected Lumanity softened 
me extremely; but she very soon excited my 
ivarmest indignation, by the ungrateful mention 
she made of the best of men, — my dear and 
most generous benefactor. Howeyer, grief and 
anger mutually gaye way to terror, upon ber 
avowing the intention of her visiting England 
was to make me rettu'tt with her to France. 
This, she said^ was a plan she bad fbrmed 
from the iiBtant she had heard of my birth^^ 
which, she protested, did not reach her earft 
till I ftiust have bt^n twelve years of age ; but 
Monsieur Duval, who, sh^ declared, was the 
worst husband in the world, would not permh 
her to do ^ny thing she wished: he had beet^ 
dead but three months, lyhich had been' em- 
ployed in arranging certain a£Pairs that were 
no sooner settled, thaii slie set off for England.. 
She wa^ already out of mourning, for she said 
nobody here could tfcll how loiig she had heeik 
a widow. 

She must have been iharried very early in 
life J what her age is 1 do not know, but she- 
rcaHy looks to be less thkn fiffy. She dresses 
very gaily, paibls very high, and the traces df 
former beauty iire still very visiWe in her face. 

I know npt when, or how, this visit would 
have ended, had not the Capt&in called for- 
Mrs. Mirvan, and absolutely insisted upon my 
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attending her. He is become,, yery suddenly, 
so wannly my friend, tliat I quite dread his 
ofRciousness. Mrs. Mirvan, however, whose 
principal study seems to be healing those wounds 
which her husband inflicts, appeased Madame 
Duval's wrath, hj a yery polite invitation ta 
drink tea and spr^.l the evening here. Not 
without great difficulty was the Captain pre- 
vailed upon to defer his journey some time 
longer; but what could be done? it would 
have been indecent for me to have quitted 
town the very instant I discovered that Ma- 
dame Duval was in it; and to have staid here 
solely under her protection — Mrs. Mirvan, thanL 
Heaven! was too kind for such a thought; that 
she would follow us to Howard Grove, I almost 
equally dreaded: it is, therefore^ determined 
that we remain in London for some days^ or a 
week: though the Captain has declared that 
the old French hag, as he is pleased ta cali 
her, shall fare never the better for it." 

My only hope, is to get safe to Berry Hiil^ 

wheire, counselled and sheltered by you. I shall 

have nothing tnore to fear. Adieu,, my ever dear 

and most honoired .Sir! I shall have no happi<- 

,ii»^ till 1 am agaia with JquI 
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LETTER XV. 



MA. VIUUARS TO ^nEhlJXA. 



Berrj HilU April 26, 

IN the belief and Bope that my Evelina woul^l 
ere now have bid adieu to London, I had in- 
tended to have deferred writing till I heard or 
her return to Hovvrard Grove ; but the letter I 
have this moment received, with intelligence oT 
Madame Duval's arrival in: England, demands ao: 
immediate answer. 

Her )ourney hither eqnaBy grieves dnd alarms- 
me : how much did I pity my child,, when I read 
of a discovery at once so unexpected and un- 
wished ! I have long dreaded this meeting and its. 
consequence; to claim you-, seems naturally to 
follow acknowledging you t I am well acquainted 
with her disposition, and -have for many yeaca* 
foreseen the contest which now threatens us. 

Cruel as are the ci|rcumstahc^ of. this affair,, 
you must not, my love, suffer it to depress your- 
spirits ; remember, that while life is lent me, I 
will devote it to your service ^ and^ for fiUuw: 



tTme, I will make sucli provision as sball seem, 
to me most conducive to your future happinesa. 
Secure of my protection, and relying on my 
tenderness, let ■ no apprehensions of Madame 
Duval disturb your peace ; conduct yourself to- 
wards her with all the respect and deference due 
to so near a relation ; remembering always, that 
■ the failure of duty on her part can by no means 
justify any neglect on yours: indeed, the more 
forcibly you are struck with improprieties and 
misconduct in anotlier, the greater should be 
your observance ^nd diligence to avoid even the 
shadow of similar errors. Be careful> therefore,, 
that no remissness of attention, no indiiFerence 
of obliging, make known to her the independence 
I assure you of; — ^but when she fixes the time 
for her teaving England, trust to me the task 
ef refusing your attending her : disagreeable to 
myself I own it will be, yet to you it would he 
improper, if not impossible.! "^ 

In regard to her* opinion of me, I am* mope 

sorry than surprised at her determined blindness;. 

^ the palliation' which she feels- the want of, for 

hor own conduct, leads her to seek fos failings 

in all who were conceFned in those unhappjjr 

i transactions whichr she' has sa m^ch reason to 

lament: and this, as it is the cause, so we mn^i 

in some measure consider it aS'tlie excuse Qthe» 
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How grateful to me are jour 'wishes ta ret urn 
to Berry Hill ! your lengihened stay in Loodon, 
and the dissipation in which I find you are 
inyolved, fill me with uneasiness: — ^I mean not,, 
however, that I would have you sequester yourself 
from the party to which you helong, since 
Mrs. Mirvan might thence infer a reproof which 
your youth and her kindness would render inex- 
cusahle. I will not, therefore, enlarge upon 
this subject, ibut content myself with telling you 

^ that I shall heartily rejoice when I hear of your 
safe arrival at Howard Gijove; for which place 
I hope you will be preparing at the time yon 
receive this letter. 

I cannot too much 'thaiA. you, my best Eve-* 
Una, for the minuteness of your cpmmunications; 
continue to me this indulgence, for I should 
be miserable if in ignorance of your pi^oceed- 
iiigs. 

How new to you is the scene of life in which 
you are now engaged; — ^balls— plays— operas — 

^ ridotlos-^rah, my child! at your return hither, 
how will you bear the change ? My heart trem- 
bles for your future tranquillity. — Yet I wiH 
)iope every thing from the unsullied whiteness 
of your soul, and the' native livclinesa of your 
dis^ositioti. 

' I am sUr^ I need not say, how much more 
} was pleased with the mistakes of your izies^ 



perience at tbe priyate ba11> than with the 
attempted adoption of more fashionable manners 
at the ridotto: but your confusion and morti- 
fications were such as to entirely silence all 
reproofs on my part. 

I hope you wilt see no more of Sir Clement 
Willougliby-y whose eonversatign and boldness 
are extremely disgustful td me. I was gratified 
by the goodnature of Lord Orville, upon your 
mailing use of bis name-; but I hope you wiU 
never again put it to such a trial. 

Heaven bless thee^ my dear child ! and grant 
ihlit neither misfortune nor vice may ever rob 
thee of that gaiety of hearty which, resulting 
ttoitk' innocenee^ while it constitutes your own,. 

contributes also to' the felicity of all who know 
you J 

JkBTWUtL YlIXABS^ 
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LETTER XVI. 



tWLlSJk TO THE BJET. MR. VILLARS^ 



Qneen-Aiui-Slr^etj TEaraday morning, April i4» 

BEFORE our dinner was orer yesterday^ Ma^ 
dame DuTal came to tea : though it will lessen 
jour surprise^ to hear that it was near five 
o'clock^ for we never dine till the day is almost 
oyer. She was asked into another room, while 
Ae tahle was cleared, and then was inyited to^ 
partake of the desert. 

She was attended by a French gentleman,, 
whom she introduced by the name of Mon* 
sieur Du Bois : Mrs. Mirran received them both 
with her usual politeness; but the Captain looked 
very much displeased, and after a short silence,, 
very sternly said to Madame Duval, ^^ Pray 
who asked you to bring that there spark with 
you r 

" Oh," cried she, *^ I never go nowhere with- 
out him." 

Another short silence ensued, which was ter- 
minated by the Captain's turnioig roughly to the- 
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%reTgfier, and sajiag, *** Do you know, Mons&er^ 
that ^Kifj^TQ the first Fr^adiman I ever let come, 
into mj house ?' 

Monsieur Dtt Bins made a profoimd bow. He 
speaks no English, and understands it so imper* 
fectly, that he might possibly imagine he bad 
received a compliment. 

Mrs. Mirv«n endeavoured to divert the Gaptain'a 
iUhumor, by starting new subjects} but he left 
lo her all the trouble of supporting them, and 
leaned back in his chair in gloomy silence, except 
when any opportunity offered of uttering some 
sarcasm upon the French* Finding her efforts^ 
to render the evening agreeable were fruitless,^ 
Mrs. Mirvan proposed a party to Eanelagh. Ma**^ 
dame Duval joyfully consented to it^ and the 
Captain, tl^odgh he railed against the dissipatioa 
of' the women, did not oppose it \ and there- 
fore Maria and I ran up stairs to dress our-* 
selves. 

Before we were ready, word was brought us 
that Sir Clement WiUoughby was in the drawing-^ 
room. He introduced himself under the pre- 
tence of inquiring . after all our healths, and 
entered the room with the easy air of an old 
acquaintance; though Mrs. Mirvan confesses that 
he seemed embarrassed, when he found how 
coldly he was received, not only by the Captain 
imt l\y herself. 



I was extremely disoonceried at ibe thoughts 
of seeing this man again^ . and did not go down 
stairs till I was called to tea. He was then deepl j 
engaged in a- discourse i;q)6B Freboh mamiers 
with Madame Daval and the Captain ; and the 
subject seemed so entirely to engross him, that 
he did not, at first, observe my entrance into 
the* room. Their conyer8ati<Hi was supported 
with great yehemence ; the Captain, roughly, main** 
taining the superiority of the Englbh intctery 
particalar, and Madame Duval warmly refusing 
to allow of it in any \ while Sir Clement exerted 
all his powers of argument and of ridicule to 
second and strengthen whatever was -advanced 
by the Captain: for he had the sagaci^ to dis- 
cover, that he could take no method so effectual 
lor making the master ofthe house his£nend> 
as to make Madame Duval his enemy: and. in- 
deed, in a very short time, he had reason U> 
congratulate himself upon hi$ successful discern- 
ment. 

I As soon as he saw me, he made a most re- 
spectful bow, and hoped I had not sulGsred from 
the fatigue of the ridotto: I made no other 
answer than a slight inclination of the head, for 
1 Was very much ashamed, of that wh<^e affair^ 
He then returned to the disputants, where he 
managed the argument so skilfully, at once pro- 
voking Madame Duval^ and delighting tha 
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Captain, that I could not forbear admiring hid 
address, though I condemned bis subtlety.-— 
Blrs. Mirran, dreading such violent antagonists, 
attempted frequently to change the subject^ and 
she might have succeeded, but for the inlerpo* 
sition of Sir Clement, who would not suffer it 
to be given up, and supported . it vfdth such 
humor and satire, that he seems to have won 
the Captain's heart; though their united forces 
so enraged and overpowered Madame Duval^' that 
she really trembled with passion. 

I was very glad when Mrs. Mirvan said it was 
time to be gone. Sir Clement arose to take 
leave *, but the Captain very cordially invited 
him to join our party : he had an engagement, 
he said, but would give it up to have that plea- 
sure. 

Some little confusion ensued in regard to 
our manner of setting off: Mrs. Mirvan offered 
Madame Duval a place in her coach, and pro- 
posed that we four females should go all toge« 
ther: however, this she rejected, declaring she 
would by no means go so far without a gentle- 
man, and wondering so' polite a lady could 
make so EngUsh a proposal. Sir Clement Wit-, 
loughby said his chariot was waiting at the door, 
and begged to know if it <?Duld be of any us^* 
It was, at last, decided, that a hackney-coa<^ 
should be called for Monsieur pa Bois aiid 
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Madame Duval^ in which the Captaiii^ aiid> ail 
his request, Sir Clement^ went also; Mrs. and. 
Miss Miryan and I had a peaceful and com-* 
fortable ride by oursehres. '^ 

I doubt not but chey quarrelled «I1 die way; 
fer when we met«t ilanelagh, every one seemed 
Vut of humor: and, though we joined parties, 
^or Madame Du^al w^ -avoided -sa much as' 
possible by idl but me. 

The room was so very much crowded, that> 
but for the uncommon assiduity of Sir Clement 
VTilloughby, w% should not have been able to 
procure a' box, which is the name ^iven -to the^ 
^arched recesses that are appropriated for tea-- 
parties, •till half the company had retired. As. 
we were taking possession, of our places, some 
, ladies of Mrs. Mirvan's acquaintance stopped to 
speak to her, and persuaded her to tahe a rounJ 
with them. When she returned to us, what wa^, 
my surprise to $ee thai Lord Orville had joined 
fcer par-ty! The ladies walked on; Mrs. Mir- 
-yan seated herself, and made a slight though 
respectful invitation to Lord Orville to drink 
his tea with us, which, to my no. ^small .con- 
-atemation, he accepted. 

I fek a confusion unspeakable at again seeing 
bim, from the recollection of the ridotto adr 
Tenture: nor did my situation lessen it, for 
% was seated between Madame DjAval and Sir 
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Clement, vAiO seemed as little as myself to desire 
Lord Orville's presence- Indeed, the continual 
wrangling and illbreeding of Captain Miryan and 
Madame Dural made me blusfa tliat I belonged to 
them; and poor Mrs.1 Mirvan. and ber amiable 
daughter bad still less reason to be satisfied. 

A general silence ensued after he was seated: 
bis appearance, from different motives, gave an 
universal restraint to every body. Wbat bis 
own reasons were for honoring us with bis 
company, I cannot imagine^ unless, indeed, be 
had a curiosity to know whether I should in- 
vent any new impertinence concerning him. 

The first speech was made by Madame Duval, 
who said, ^^ It's quite a shocking thing to see 
ladies come to so genteel a place as Rftnelagh 
with hats on; it has a monstrous vulgar look: 
I can't think what they wear them for. There's 
no such a thin^ to be seen in Paris. !^ 

** Indeed," cried Sir Clement, " 1 must owii 
'myself no advocate for bats; I am sorry the 
ladies ever invented or adopted so tantalising a 
fashion; for, where there is beauty, they only 
serve to shade it; and where there is none, to 
excite a most unavailing curiosity : I fancy they 
were originally worn by some young .and whim- 
sical coquet." 

• " More likely," answered the Captain, " they 
were invented bj some wrinkled old hag^ who'd 
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'^ mmd lor to keep tbe jouagfettoiMiiidkiLeifiy 
let them be never so weary." 

*' I don't know ^fiat you'uaj do m Eagland/- 
crled Madame Dayal, *' hut I know- m Paris 
iio woman needn't be at sadi ^ a trouble as 
that, to b& taken very genletl notice of/' 

" Why, Will you pretend for to fay/* re- 
turned the Captain, ** that they don't dtst^guish 
the old from* the yoimg there as well as here?" 

^' They don't make no disvingnishiBents at 
all," said she ; " they're Taslly too politei" 

'^ More fools they !" eried the Captain, sneer* 
ingly. 

** Would to Heayen," cried Sir Clement, 
^^ that, for our own sakes, we Englishmen too 
were blest with so acoommo^ating a blindness!'* 

(( "Why the <icYil do y4)u make such a prayer 
as that?" demanded the Captain: *' them are 
the first foolish words IVe heard you speak; 
but I suppose you're not much used to that 
sort of work. Did you' ever make a prayer 
before, since you were a snivt^ler?" 
^ " Aye, now," cried Madame Daval, " that's 
another of tlie unpolitenesses of you English, — to 
go to talking of such things as that: now,, in 
Paris, nobody never says nothing about reli- 
gion, no more than about politics." 

" Why, then," answered he, " it's a sign 
ithey take .110 more care of their souls than of 



A^ir wtttitrj, $mi 00 botb one himI t'oibcr o^ 
to old mick." 

'' Well; if ihej Ai," iiakl Jkm, << who^a tbtt 
worse, so long «» ikegr d«a't toy lurfhrng abMl 
it? it's the tiresomest thing in tbe world to be 
always ta&ifdg of tkettt sort of tbings, atfd no-* 
ilQ^ CiMrt's et^ bees A^wnA troivMes «betr faeadf 

" l^*y, tl*^/* «iefd ihc Capittin;* since yoo 
know so much of the nmifier, be b^ ^o^d as to 
tefl as what they <fo tfewble ^ir heads abotrt? 
-*haj, Sir CkhMtiti hdt^^t 19% a r%ht to ka<w 
thatmnek?" 

'' A yft9j comprefaetisitte qoeilioii," taid Sip 
Clement; **dnd 1 e^oC nuok isstrmctioB ir^m 
the lady'» asniwe^." / 

'' Come, Madam,'* continued the Captain, 
** never flntch^ sp»k al once; dM't atdp for 
tifinrking.'* 

" I assure you I am not goiii|},'' «Btire»ed dre> 
for as to wkat they do d0,^why, they've etiough 
to do, 1 proteke^ jrou,. wtuit with om thing of» 
•nother.** 

" Bat ktA^— ^Aw# d6 tbey d©, tfaeiw femou* 
lfo/»«if#?" dewawled tbe CitptMi^ "can't yon 
tell us? do they game?— or drink?— or fiddle? 
—OP are ifcey jookies?-*or d» they sp«iid dl 
their time in flummering dfd woBim ?* 
/' As toihi4> air!-.b«*isdeed I *h«i't trouble 
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myself to answer such a parcel of low [q[tie8tidns,' 
80 don't ask me no more about it." And then^ 
to'mj great Yexation^ turning to Lord Orville, 
she said, "Pray, Sir, was you ever in Paris?' 

He only bowed. 

'^ And pray, Sir, how did you like it?" 

This comprehensive question, as Sfr Clement 
would have called it, though it made him smile, 
also made him hesitate \ hoVerer, his answer was 
expressiye of his approbation. 

^^ I thought you would like it. Sir, ' because 
you look so like a gentleman. As to the Captain^ • 
and as lo that other gentleman, why they may 
very well not like what they don't know: ior\l 
suppose. Sir, you was never abroad?'' 

*' Only three years, Ma'aih,'' answered Sir 
Clement, drily. 

" Well, that's very surprising ! I ishould never' 
have thought it: however, I dare say you only 
kept company with the English." 

. *^ Wliy pray, who should he keep company 
with?" cried the Captain: "what, I suppose ^ 
you'd have him ashamed of hb own nation, like 
some other popl6 not a thousand miles off, on 
purpose to make his own nation .ashamed of 
him?" 

" I'm sure it would be a very good thing if 
you'd go abroad yourself." 
" How will you make out that,-^hay, Madam? 



tfottie, please to lell me, where wou'd be the 
^ood of that?*' 

" Where! why a great deal. They'd make 
^uite another person of you." 

<^ What, 1 suppose you'd have me learn to 
cfut capers? — ^and dress like a monkey? — and 
palaver in French gibberish? — hay, would you? 
^^and powder, and daub, and make myself up, 
like some other folks?' 

'* I would have you learn to be more politer, 
Sir, and not to talk to ladies in such a rude, 
old-fashion way as this. Tou, Sir, a^ have been 
in Paris," agatn addressing herself to Lord Or- 
ville, ^' can tell this English gentleman how he'd 
lie despised, if he was to talk in such an ungen^ 
leel manner as this before any foreigners. Why 
there isn't a hair-dresser, nor a shoe-maker/ 
noT nobody, that wou'dn't blu^ to be in your 
company.'^ 

*^ Why, look ye. Madam!" answered the Cap- 
tain, '^ as to your hair-pinchers and shoeblacks, 
you may puff off their manners, and welcome ; 
and I am heartily glad you like c'm so well ; but 
as to me, since you must needs make so free of 
your advice, I must e'en tell yon, I never kept 
company with any such gentry*" 

^*Come, ladies and gentlemen," said Mrs. Hir- 
ran, '* as many of you as have done tea, I in- 
▼ke to walk with rae." . Maria and I started' up 
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instaady; LordOrriUe followed ^ a»dl ^esli^B 
-whether we were not half round tbe voozn ere 
the angry dispulanit kn^w that we had Itftihe 
box. 

As the hushand of Mrs» Mirvan had lioKie so 
large a share in this- disagreeable altercation. 
Lord Grille forbove to make any commenta 
upon, it ;. so that the sub} eel was immediatelj 
dropped, and the conyersa^on became calmlj 
sociable and politely cheerful^ and> te everybody 
but me,, must have been higbF^ ag^eablc :i — but, 
as to myself, I was so- eagerly d^iroiuT of making 
some apology to Lord Orvilie for* the impeftir- 
Xkence of which he must have lbM»u|^t me guitejr 
^t the ridottoy and yet so utterly unable te a«aume 
sufileient courage to speak to> hiift ooneeraiBg aa 
a (Fair in which I had sa terribly exposed myself, 
tTiat I hardly ventured to say a-woid all tketime 
we were walking ; besides, the knowledge of 
bis eontempluous opinion haanted and did((uriled 
me^ and made me fear he mig)it possil^y mis- 
construe whatever I shoidd sajf : so that^^ far 
from ei^oying a conversation- whieb* might ataiij 
other time have- ddigjued me,i I eondauedsileot^. 
uncomfortabke, and ashamed. O Sii!^! shaU I ever 
again involve myself- ii^ s^^ feotisb an. embaniaaa-' 
memt ? Ji am. s«ire that, if B do^ 1 sbalk deserve 
yet greater mertifiealtioa. 

We w^ese'sfo^ jeuM»fcby ihe les^ of die pa^ 
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tifl we had taken ^vree or four tnras round th« 
room; Attd thentbej ^i^ere -so ^quarrelsome^ lb«ft 
Mrs. Mirvsm ooiii|daitted <tf 1»eiDg fal»g«ed^ -mi4 
proposed going kome. Ho -one 4iBseifled. Lord 
OnriPe ^oii^ aaodier party, 'harrmg €r8t made 
BB offer of ins services, wliich ilie getfdemen 
declined ; and we pvoceedod «b an w ih iard Toom, 
wbere we wailed ifipr cbe ioarriages. It was 
settled that we should return to town in 4l»e same 
tnanner we «am^ to Ranelagh ; and, aocordtngljr, 
KfoBsievr Du Bow haaded Madame T^uval into 
a >ha€kney-«oacii, and was just preparing to fol- 
low her, when die sereaaeied and jumped basli3 j 
oat, declaring she was wet through aU her 
clothes: — ^indeed, upon examination, the coadh 
was found lo he in a dismal condition ; for the 
weather proved very had, and the rain had, 
though I know not how, made its way into the 
carriage. 

Mrs. and Miss Minraii, and myself, were 
already disposed of as before ; . hut no sooner 
did 'flic Captain hear this account, than, with- 
<mt any oeremany, he was so cirfl as to imme- 
diately take possession of the Tacant Sf^t in his 
own coacb, leaving Madame Dural and Mon- 
sieur Du Bois to take care of themselTCS : as 
to Sir Clement WiiloughTjy, his own chariot was 
in wahing. 

I instantly hegged permission to offer Madame 
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Duyal my own place, and made a motion to get 
out^ hut Mrs. Mirran stopped roe^ saying that 1 
should then he ohliged to return to town with 
only the foreigner or Sir Clement. 

'^Ohy neyer mind the old beldame/' cried. the 
Captain, *' she's weather-proof, I'll answer for 
her ; and hesides> as we are all, I ho^, English, 
why she'll meet with no worse than she expects 
from us." 

. '^ I da not mean to defend her," said Mrs. Mir** 
ran ] ^^ but indeed, as she belongs to our party^ 
we cannot with any decency leare the place> 
till she is by some means accommodated^'^ 

** Lord, my dear !" cried the Captain, whom 

^ the distress of Madame Duyal had put into very 

good humor, '^ why, she'll break her heart if she 

meets with any ciyility^from a filthy Englbh* 



man." 



Mrs. Minran, however, prevailed ; and we all 
got out of the coach, to wait till Madame Duval 
could meet with some better carriage. We 
found her, attended by Monsieur Du Bois, stand- 
ing amongst the servants, and very busy in wiping 
her negligee, and endeavouring to save it from 
being stained hj the wet, as she said it was a 
new Ljons silk. Sir Clement Willonghby oflFered 
her the use of his chariot, but she had been loo 
much piqued by his raillery to accept it. "We 
waited some time^ but in vain, for no hackney-*^ 
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coach could be procured. The Captain at last was 
persuaded to accompany Sir Clement himself, and 
we four females were handed into Mrs. MirVan'a 
carriage $ though not before Madame Duval had 
insisted upon our making room for M. Du Bois^ 
to which the Captain only consented in prefer- 
ence to being incommoded by him in Sir Clement's 
chariot. 

Our party drove off first. We were silent and 
unsociable ; for the difficulties attending this 
arrangement had made every one languid and 
fatigued: unsociable, I must own, we conti- 
nued; but yerj short was the duration of our 
silence, as we had not proceeded tnirty yards, 
before every voice was heard at once,— for the 
coach broke down ! I suppose we concluded, of 
course, that we were all half killed, by the 
violent shrieks that seemed to come from every 
mouth. The chariot was stopped, the servants 
came to our assistance, and we wer^ taken out 
of the carriage without having been at all hurt. 
The night was dark and wet -, but I had scarce 
touched the ground, when I was lifted suddenly 
from it hy Sir Gement Willoughby, who begged 
permission to assist me, though he did not wait 
to have it granted, but carried me in his arms back 
to Ranelagh. 

He inquired very earnestly if I was not hurt 
by the accident? I;assured him I was perfectly 
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safe, md £PM fmn infury ; moi desired fe woaU 
leare ne, end retam to the vest •£ difi fAtJf. 
for i wa« Terj uaeasy to know lAether tbejr 
had Ibeen equalij foitanate. ELe told me 1^ 
was happy in being tioBored with my coni- 
manci^y ^nd would joyfally «Eeciite ibeaii; btfl 
insisted upon first ootiduGting Me to a warai reen^ 
as I had not wholly escaped being wet. He di^ 
not regard my objections, but made me Mlew 
bim to an apartment^ where we found an eiceU 
lent fire^ and some oosnpany waiting for carriages^ 
I readily aooepied a seat^ and then begged he 
would go. 

And go, indeed, be did; but he returned in 
a moment, telling me that die rain was more 
Tiolent than ever, and that he had sent his sex^ 
Tsuts to offer their assistance, and acquaint iA« 
Jffirvan9 of my situation. I was very mad that 
he would not go himself ; but as my acquaiafr 
ance with him was so very dighi, I did not 
Aink proper to urge him contrary to his tncli-^ 
nation. 

We^>^ he drew a chair dose to mine, and, 
after e^in inquiring how I did, said^ in a low 
Toice, r You wilt fiardon me, Mim Anvitk, if 
the eagerness 1 feel to TindicaSe myself induces 
me to snatch this opportunity, of making sincere 
acknowledgments for the impertinence with whic^ 
I tormeuted you at the last ridotto- I csin assure 



XTEI.miU ^oSr 

joa, Mftdftm, Ibaye been a trae and smrowful 
penUent erer since ; kat — shall i leil yon honestly 
what encowraged mtm to — ^' 

He slopped ; bnt I said nothing, fer I thonght 
instantly of the conversation Miss Mirvan had 
OTerheardy and supposed he was going to lell 
me himself what part Lord Onrille had home in 
it; and really 1 did not wisii to hear it repeated; 
indeed, the rest «f his speech convinces me 
that snch was his intention ; wtdi what -view, i 
know not, except to make a merit of his> defend- 
ing me. 

** And yet/' he oontinued, *' my eKcnse may 
only expose my own credulity, and want of ftidg- 
ment and penetration: I will, therefore, merely 
beseech your pardon 3 and h«pe that some future 
time—" 

Just then the door was opened by Sir Cle- 
ment's servant, and I had the pleasure of seeing 
the Captain, Mrs. and Miss Mirvan, enter the 
room. 

" Oh, ho !" cried the former, " you have got a 
good warm hirth here ; but we shall beat up your 
quarters. Here, Lucy, Moll, come to the fire, 
«nd dry your trumpery. But! hey-day! — why, 
where's old Madam French ?" 

<' Good God !" cried I, ^ is not Madame Duval, 
ihcn, with you?* 

^ With me! Ko^— thank God !'^ 

m. 5 
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I was^ TerjT uneasy to know wbat might Tiare 
become of her^ and> if they would haye suffered 
me, I should have gone out in search of her 
•myself^ hut all the servants were dispatched to 
find her^ and the Captain said we might be 
very sure her French beau would take care of 
her. 

We waited some time without any tidings^ and 
were soon the only party in th^ room. My 
uneasiness increased so much, that Sir Clement 
now made a voluntary offer of seeking hert 
however^ the same moment that he opened the 
door with this design^ she presented herself at it^ 
attended by Monsieur Du Bois. 

^' I was this instant^ Madam !" said he^ — 
'^ coming to see lor you." 

'* You are mighty good, truly!" cried she, 
'' to come when all the mischiefs over." 

She then entered, — in such a condition ! — 
entirely covered with mud, and in so great a 
rage, it was with diiBculty she could speak.^ 
We all expressed our concern, and offered our 
assistance, — except the Captain; who no sooner 
beheld her, than he burst into a loud laugh. 

We endeavoured, by our inquiries and con- 
dolements, to prevent her attending to him ; and 
she was, for some time, so wholly engrossed by 
her anger and her distress, that we succeeded 
without much trouble. We begged her to in- 
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form us how tliis accident had happened. 
*' How !" repeated she, — " why it was p31 along 
of jour all going away ; — and there's poor Mon- 
sieur Du Bois — ^but it wasnH his fault, — for he's 
as had off as me.'' 

All ejes were then turned to Monsieur Da 
Bois, whose clothes were in the same miserahle 
plight with those of Madame Duval, and who, 
wet, shiyering, and disconsolate, had crept to 
the fire. 

The Captain laughed yet more heartily; 
while Mrs« Mirvan, ashamed of his rudeness, 
repeated her inquiries to Madame Duyal; who, 
answered, ^' Why, as we were a-coming along, 
all in the rain, Monsieur Du Boi» was so 
obliging, — though f'msure it was an unlucky 
obligingness for me, — as to lift me up in his 
arms, to carry me over a place that was ancle- 
deep in mud *, hut instead of my being ever the 
better for it, just as we were in the worst 
part, — ^I'm sure I wish we had been fifty miles 
off! — for, somehow or other, his foot slipped, — at 
least, 1 suppose so, — though 1 can't thmk how 
it happened, for I'm no such great w^ight,-^ 
but, however that was^ down wie both came 
together, all in the mud; and the more we 
tried to get up, the more deeper we got 
covered with the nasttness — and my new Lyons 
negligee, too^ quite spoiled !— rhowever, ii's well 



« 

we got up iLt all, for we might hare laid there 
till now, for aught you all cared; for nobody 



iterer came near us." 



This recital put the €aptain into an ecstasy y 
he went from the lady to the gentleman, and 
from the gentleman to the lady, to en)oy alter- 
nately the sight o£ their distress: he really 
ahonted with pleasure; and^ shaking Monsieur- 
Du Bois strenuously by the hand^ wished him- 
joy of haying touched English ground! and 
then he held a candle to Madame Duyal, that 
he might have a more complete view of her 
disaster^ declaring repeatedly that he had never 
been better pleased in his life. 

The rage of poor Madame Buyal was un-^ 
speakable; she. dashed the candle out of his. 
band^ stamped upon the floor^ and> at last^ 
spit. in his face. 

Tliis action seemed immediately to calm them 
both, as the joy of the Captain was conyerted 
into resentment, and ^e wrath of Madame 
Duyal into fear; for he put his hands upon 
her shoulders, and gaye her so violent a shake,, 
that she screamed out for help; assuring her,. 
at the same time, that, if she had been one 
euDfce less old or less ugly, she should haye 
bad it all returned oti her own face. 

Monsieur Du Bois, who had seated himself ^ 
very quietly at the fire; approached them^ and 



expostulated Tery warmly with the Captain;, 
but he was neither understood nor regarded^ 
and Madame Duval was not released till she 
quite sohhed with passion. 

When they were parted^ I entreated her to 
permit the woman who haa the charge of the 
ladies clokes to. assist in drying her clothes ;^ 
she consented^ and we did what was possible 
to saye her from catching cold. We were 
obliged to wait in this disagreeable situation 
near an hour^ before a hadLncy-coaeh could be 
Ibund; and then we were di^>ofled in the same 
manner as before our accident. 

I am going this morning to see poor Madame 
Duyal, and to inquire after her healthy which 
I think must haye suffiered by her last night's-, 
misfortunes; though, indeed^ she seems to be 
Naturally strong and hearty. 

Adieii^ my d^ar Sir^ till to-monow;. 
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XVSLIKA IN" CONTINUATIOK. 

Friday Morning, April i5. 

Sir Ci4EiaeNT Wili^ououby called here yes- 
terday at noon, and Captain Minran inyited him 
to dinner: for my part^ I spent the day in a 
manner the most uncomfortable imaginable. 

/I found Madame Dural at breakfast in bed^ 
though Monsieur Du Bois was in the chamber; 
which so much astonished me that I was in- 
Toluntarily retiring, without considering „how 
odd an appearance my retreat would haye ; when 
Madame Duval called me back^ and laughed 
Tery heartily at my ignorance of foreign cu»- 
toms« 

The conversation, however, very soon took 
a more serious turn ; for she began, with great 
bitterness, to inveigh against the barbarous 
hnUalUy of that fellow the Captain, and the 
horrible illbr ceding of the English in general, 
declaring , she should make her escape with all 
expedition from so beasdj a nation : but nothing, 
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can be more strangely absurd, than to hear 
politeness recommended m language so repugnant 
to it as that of Madame Duyal. 

She lamented yery mournfully the fate of 
her Lyons silk, and protested she had rather 
have parted with all the rest of Jier wardrobe, 
because it was the first gown she had bought 
to wear upon leaving o£F her weeds : she has 
a very bad cold, and Monsieur Du Bois is so 
hoarse he can hardly speak. 

She insisted upon n^iy staying with her all 
day; as she intended, she said, to introduce 
me to some of my own relations. I would very 
fain have excused myself, but she did not allow 
me any choice. 

Till the arrival of these relations, one con- 
tinued series of questions on her side and of 
answers on mine filled up all the time we 
passed together. Her curiosity was insatiable;, 
she inquired into every action of my life, and 
every particular that had fallen under my 
observation in the lives of all I knew. Again, 
she was so cruel as to avow the most inveterate 
rancor against the sole benefactor her deserted 
child and grandchild have met with; and such 
was the indignation her ingratitude raised, that 
I would actually have quitted her presence and 
house, had she not, in a manner the most 
peremptory; absolutely forbid me* But what. 
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^ood HeaTen ! can induce her to socli shqcimg. 
injustice? Oh^ my friend and fadier! i have na 
command of mysdf wiben tbia subject is started.. 

She talked yery much of taking me to Paris,, 
and said I greatly wanted the polish of a French 
education. She lamented that 1 had been brought 
up in the country, which, she ohserred, had 
giyen me a yery bumpkinUh air; however, 
she bid me not despair, for she had known 
many girls, much worse than me', who had be- 
come yery fine ladies after a few years residence 
abroad ; and she particularly instanced a Miss 
Polly Moore, daughter of a c^iandler's-shop wo- 
man, who^ by an accident not worth relating^. 
happened to be sent to Paris, where, horn an 
awkward illbred girl, she so much improred,. 
that she has ^ince been taken for a woman of 
quality. 

The relations to whom she was pleased to 
introduce me consisted of a Mr. Bran^ton, who 
b her nephew, and three of his children; the 
eldest of which is a son, and the two younger 
are daughters. 

Mr. Branghton appears about Ibrty years of 
age: he does not seem to want a common 
understanding, though he is Tery contracted 
and prejttdised: he has spent his whole time in 
the city, and* I belieye feels a great contempt 
finr all who reside elsewhere*. 



Bis ma. seeBM weaker in b& mwferstiifrimg^ 
ftnd mere gay in liis lettiper^ ImU ius gaiety is 
tiiat «f a fooMi ovci^growm achooiboy, vkoac 
nirth oensiilB m a^i^e end diatwribaiiee: 1m 
difldainiB Ilia f«tber/.€or kk cl<Me atlaatioii to 
huameaa and Ic^e #f tnooej; thotigk lie aeema 
himaelf to lia^e no talents, «p<rit; or generosity, 
to make him superior to either: his chief de* 
light ap p ea rs t<^ /^be tormenting «»d rtdiculing 
his sisters^ -who m ret«m most hearlily despise 



Miss Branghton, the eldest daughter, is by 
BO means ugly, but looks proud, illtempered, 
and conceited s — • she hates tke city, though 
without knowing why ; fyr it is easy to discover 
she has lived nowhere else. 

Miss Polly Branghton aa leather pretty, very 
foolish, very ignorant, very giddy, and I belieTi^ 
very goodnatured« 

The first half hour was allotted to making 
themselves comfortable ; for they eempkined of 
having had a Tery dirty walk, as they came on 
foot from Snow*Hill, where Mr. Branghton keeps 
a sili^rsmith's shop*, and the youaig ladies had 
not only their coats to hruah and shoes to dry« 
but to ad|uflt their head-dress, which their bonnets, 
had totally discomposed. 

The vlanner in which Madame Duval was 
pleased to introduce me to this family extremely 
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shocked me. ''Here, my dears!" said she, 
*' here's a relation you little thought of: But you 
must know my poor daughter Caroline had this 
child after, she ran away from me^'^though I 
neyer knew nothing of it, not I ! for a long while 
after ; for they took care to keep it a secret from 
me, though the poor child has never a friend in 
the World besides." 

" Miss seems very tender-hearted, aunt," said 
Miss Polly, ** and to be. sure she's not to blame 
for her mamma'^ undutifulness, for she cou'dn'l 
help it." 

^' Lord^ no!" answered she, '' and I neyer 
took no notice of it to her; for indeed, as to 
that, my own poor daughter wasn't so much to 
blame as you may think; for she'd never have 
gone astray, if it had not been for that meddling 
old parson I told you of." 

^' If aunt pleases," said young Mr. Branghton^ 
''we'U talk o' somewhat else'; for Miss looks 
Tery uneasy-like." 

The next subject that was chosen, was the age 
of the three young Branghtons and myself. The 
son is twenty ; the daughters, upon hearing that 
I was seventeen, said that was }ust the age of Miss 
Polly; but their brother, after a long dispute, 
proved that she was two years older; to the great 
anger of both sisters, who agreed that he was very 
Ulnatiired and spiteful. 



When thi^ point was settled, the question was 
put, Which was tallest? — ^We were desired to 
measure, as the Branghtotis were all of different 
opinions: — none of them, howoTer, disputed 
mj heing the tallest in the company, but, in 
regard to one another, they were extremely 
quarrelsome: the brother insisted upon their 
measuring fairy and not with headA and heels \ 
but they would by no means consent to lose 
those privileges of our sex, and therefore the 
young man was cast'SA shortest^ though he 
appealed to all present upon the injustice of the 
decree. 

This ceremony oyer, the young ladies began 
Tery freely to exanune my dress, and to in- 
terrogate me concerning it. '^ This apron's your 
own work, I suppose. Miss! but these sprigs 
a'nt in fashion now. Pray, if it is not imper- 
tinent, what might you giye a yard for this lute- 
string? — Do you make your^own caps. Miss?"— 
and many other questions equally interesting 
and well-'bred. 

They then asked me hwif I liked London? 
and whether I should not think the country a 
Tery dull plcme when I returned thither?-— 
*^ Miss must try if she can't get a good hus- 
band/' said Mr. Branght<^, '^ and then she 
may stay and live here.? 

The next topic was public places, or rather 



ihe ihe9tXre$, for they knew eC no other *, and 
the merits and defects of all the actors, aad 
Actresses were ^dtseussed : the yovog man li^re 
took the lead^ and aeened to f>e Tery eovrer- 
aant on Aie jvb^et. Hut, duriivg A4s time,, 
what was mj concern^ and, suffer me t» add, 
my indignation, when I founds by seme wvrtb 
I oocasionaily heard, that Madame "Dwni wvs 
entertaimng Mr. Branghton wr^h all the most 
aeeret and crael particulars ef ray situation:! The 
eldest davghter was soon drawn to them by Hie 
recital; the youngest aand the son stifl keptl^bcir 
places, intending, I believe, to divert me, though 
the conversatkm was all their own. 

In a lew irainutes, Miss Bran^^ton, coming 
soddeoly up to her «tster, ex<daimed, '^Xx^rd, 
Polly> only think!. Miss never saw her papal'' 

** hard, how odd 1" cried the other; '^ why 
then, Miss, I suppose you wou'dn't know him?* 

This was quite too m«H^ ibr me;— I rose 
liastily, and ran out cf the room : but I soob 
regretted I had so little command of mysdf, 
for the two sisters both followed, and insisted 
upon comforting me, notwithstanding my earnest* 
intreaties to be left alone. 

As soon as I returned to tbe eompany, Ma- 
dame Duval said, ""Why, my dear, wKatwaslfie 
matter with you? why did you run away ao?*** 

This question almost made me run again,. 



t» I knew ncH how to answer it: but is k Aot 
very esiraorcUMbvy tlMt ske can f ut ne in ritua^ 
tioas so shaekiogf aadl ihea wa»4c« to find we 
sensible o£ aaj eometB»? 

Mr. Braag^toik )a»ior new inquMcl of die^ 
whether I had seen the Tower^ or St Paafs 
churoh? Mid tfpoit my aiuwerkfeg; in tka naga- 
tive^ they proposed ntekiu^ » paorty to skanr 
them to me. Amea^ other ^uestionsy the j aiam 
asked if I had eTer seen amch a thing as a» 
Opera? I told them I had. /' Well," said 
Mr, Branghton, '^ I never saw one in my life, 
so long as I've lived in London; and I never 
desire to see one, if I live here as much Ion* 
ger." 

"Lord, Papa!" eried Miss Polly, *' why not? 
you might as well for once, for ihe curiosity of the 
thing: besides. Miss Pomfret saw one, and she 
says it was very pretty." 

" Miss will think iis very vulgar," said Miss 
Branghton, ^' to live in London, and never have 
been to an Opera ; but it's no fault of mine, I 
assure you, Miss !* only Papa don't like to go." 

The result was that a party was proposed and 
agreed to, for some early opportunity. I did not 
dare contradict tliem; but I said that my time, 
nvhile I remained in town, was at the disposal of 
Mrs. Mirvan: however, I am sure I will not 
attend them, if I can possibly avoid so doing. 



When we parted^ Madame Duval desired to see 
me the next day ; and the Branghtons told me> 
tiiat the first time I went towards^ Snow-Hill^ thej 
should he very glad if I would call upon them. - 

I wish we may not meet again till that time 
arrives. 

I am sure I'shaU not be very^ ambitious of being 
known to any more of my relations^ if they 
kave any resemblance to those whose acquaint- 
ance I hayie been introduced to already. 
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KVELINA IV OONTINUATION. 

I HAD just finished my letter to jon this, 
uomingy when a yiolent rapping at the door 
made me run down stairs; and who should I 
set in the drawing-room^ but — ^Lord Orville ! 

He was quite alone^ for the family had not 
assembled to breakfast. He inquired first of mine, 
then of the health of Mrs. and Miss Mirvan, with 
a degree of concern that rather surprised me, 
an he said that he had just been informed of 
the accident we had met with at Ranelagh. He 
expressed his sorrow upon the occasion with the 
utmost politeness^ and lamented that he had not 
been so fortunate as to hea^r of it in time to ofier 
his services. ^^ But I think/' he added, ^^ Sir 
Clement Willoughby had the honor of assisting 
you?" 
~'^ He was with Gaptaiii Mirvan, my Lord." 

*^ I had heard of his b^etug of your party.? 
. I hope that flighty man has pot be^n telling 
Lord Qryille he only, assisted me ! however, hq 
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^d not pursue ffae fiubject^ but said^-^'^ ThU 
accident^ though extremely unfortunate, will 
not, I hope; be the means of frightening you 
from gracing, Ranelagh with your presence in 
future?" 

^^ Our time^ my Lord, for London, is ahnost 
expired already." 

*' Indeed! do you leave town so very soon?' 

'^ O yet, my ' Lord ! our stay has already 
neeeded our ifltc^tiwis/' 

** Ave ymay ihev^ •» pttrti^ukrlf partial; t9 
the covMtvy?'^ 

" Vfe mmfy eattie t» terMWy wy hovi, i» 
meet OuptKim Mimin.^''' 

^^ AmA do^ Mis* ALtftille^ feel wl c&mc^m at 
ifte ide« of the immj ■toumti!* her alneiioe 

^^ Ob,, mf Lor ^-^Fm s«i« j^H dbn't tkialL-^'^ 
1 stoppeiA there-, fer,. iifdised, 1 haviiHiy kntew whstf 
i trai» ^6iflg to: 8^« Diyr fodHslt enyyarrassmeMt 
I sappose, n^M) tl« eMM aS wh«t M[low«d^lbr 
hecaMe fo mw^ aiid «mA ^;f hsMld, ^yiftg, *^ t 
do think, iJhial tr&oever ba9 dftcie seen Miss An* 
tiSey lAuA i^ett«it^ €ta^ kbptts^A dervcT to* be^ 
forgotten." 

1rhi» c(Hiiplh«ieiM,<*-^eifi Ltt^d OrHlSe,— so 
sv^fpt^d itte Ihal 1 ebuld ^et tffieA; but felt 
fiiy^lf dhange coie#, Md ^tood l<^ sMtoe mo* 
ttenfii sStettt oiMt toekiti]^ d»N^s however/ 



ike Jn^srnt I reccdltected my simatioii^ I with- 
dl*ew my bemd^ and: told* Mm that I would sev 
if Mrs; Ifirran w«s not ^hressed. He did noe 
appose me^ so away I went. 

F met' i&em all on Hie stairs, and retumed' 
witH them to breakfast. 

I* hafc since been* extremely angry wth my** 
self for negleethig^ so exeelient an opportunity 
of apol<»gtsiBg for my-beha^io«nr at tiie ridotto: 
But, to own tibe troths that a&ir never once 
oocnrrad to mar during tbe short tSte^-it-^iSim 
whidi we had. together. But^ if ever we shoaldr 
]]«ppen. to be so situated again^ I will certainly 
mentioH it^ for I am inexpressibly ooncerned' 
ai ihe thought of his< harbouring an opinion-thai 
L am. bold or impertinent^ and I could almost 
kill myself for haying given him the shadow of 
a- reason for so shocking, an idea. 

But was it not very odd. that- he should make 
me such a compliment? I expected it not from, 
him 3 — but gallantry, I beUeve^ is common to 
all men, whateyer other qualites they may haye 
in particular. '' 

Our breakfast was the most agreeable meal^ 
if it may be called a jneal, that we haye had 
^nce we came to town. Indeed, but for Ma- 
dame Duyal, I should like London extremely. 

The conversation of Lord Oryille is really" 
delightful. His manners are so elegant, so 
|;entle, so ttmissoming, that they at once en* 

TOL. J, J 
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gage esteem and diffuse complacence; Far from 
being ind<>lently satisfied with his own acooni- 
plishments^ as 1 have already observed many men 
here are^ though without any pretensions to his 
merits he is most assiduously attentive to please 
and to Serve all who are. in his company ; and, 
though his success is invariable, he never mani- 
fests the smallest degree of consciousness. 

I could wish that yoUy my dearest Sir^ knew 
Lord Orville^ because I am sure you would 
loee him; and I have felt that wish for no other 
person I have seen since I came to London. ' I 
sometimes imagine, that, when bis youth is flown, 
his vivacity abated, and his life is devoted to 
retirement, he will, perhaps, resemble him 
whom I most love and honor. His present sweet- 
ness, politeness, and diffidence, seem to promise 
in future the same benevolence, dignity, and 
goodness. But I must not expatiate upon this 
subject. 

When Lord Orville was gone — and he made 
but a very sho|*t visit, — I was preparing, mt)st 
reluctantly, to wait upon Madame Duval; but 
Mrs. Mirvan proposed to the Captain, that she 
should be invited to dinner in Queen-Ann- 
street, and he readily consented, for he said 
he wished to ask after her Lyons negligee. 

The invitation is accepted, and we expect her 
every moment. But to me^ it is vei^ strange. 
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tfaat a womaiL> who is the uncontrolled mis^- 
tress of her tinie^ fortune^ and actions; should 
choose to expose herself voluntarily to the rude-* 
ness of a man who is openly determined to make 
her his sport. But she has very few acquaint* 
ancc; and; I fancy, scarce Imows how to em* 
ploy herself. . 

How great is my obligation to Mrs. Mirran, 
for 'bestowing her time in a manner so disagree* 
{ible to herself merely lo promote my happiness ! 
every dispute in which her undeserving hudband 
engages is productive of pain and uneasiness 
to herself; of this I Am so sensible^ that 1 evea 
besought her not to send to Madame Duval ; but 
she ileclared she could not bear to have me pas* 
all my time, wliile in town,, with her only. 
Indeed; she coul4^not be^more kind to me, were 
die your' daughter. 



N 



F 2 



ISti 



XVSI.I2r4« 



LETTER Xirx. 



ET£UNA W CONTINUATION.. 



Satqrdajr Monuqg, April 16, 

Ma^mr Bvtaii IMS ftoconpanied bf> Monsieur 
Dn.Bois. lamsurpiifed.that she shonldr choose 
to introduce him yAiete be iscso unwelconne; 
andi indeed^ it is.- strange/ thatthe^ sfaouldtbe so^ 
constantly togetheav: though L'belieiw I should 
not haTC taken notice ofi it, but^ that* Captain 
Mirvan, iB> pvrpetiialijf^i. rallj4ng m» upon* my 
grandmamma's beau. 

They were both received by Mrs. Minran 
with her usual good-breeding *, but the Captain , 
most proYokiDgly^ attacked her immediately, 
saying, *^ Now, Madam, you that hare liTed 
abroad, please to tell me this here; which did 
you like best, the t4^arm r^om at Ranelagh, or the 
cold bath you went into afterwards? -— though, I 
assure you, you look so well, that I should advise 
you to take another dip." 

" Mafoiy Sir," cried she, *' nobody asked 
tor your advice, so you may as well keep it to 



^ofirielf : 4b«sid«s^ <ii"s «d ^tidi ^reitl l^cke, to be 
splashed, vmd to ^ccitoh eeuM, laxid^^il'dloae's^ 
ihiDgB^ wbaiteyer yim sray ^ihink df h." 

^^jJ^atkedy n^t1i-^1<>--«wfa7 f tkotigirt «fOO 
yfftTt iMMfledtatl dyer.'^Ooiafe, <06itt6; d«a^« mia^ 
the iMAtelr, rnever spoil « ^bod 6tory ; yon kAoir 
jott InobiH a Ary limMid altodt yoti^-^'Fcn^ 
George, I shall neyer ^bmk 'oii't fvvitliOul batlow^ 
tog! isndh a pocPT, fcniora, idi^iiggle-ta9ed, gen- 
^hf^^emim'l *Hd i^«r Mameer TwaAk, hete, 
•Ifce <k Hlrdf«i«d *d», by yoor side !*— '' 

** We^H, the woMe i{)^ekie itre was in, 86 
mifch the imniset itt jotk «ot to *bellp ^, for 
yoti tuoiitf^d whei<e we were iftfft eMrugh ^ 1>er 
.«ali6e> "wftyile >! laid in Hike tamd, I'm l^refty vtire 
I heard you snigger; so it's like enough you 
)mited 'as down yoarself j for Monskfnr Da !Bois 
isayn, tliat he is sure he had a great jolt given 
bfm, or he shotddtiH have fell.'' 

The Gaptam latighed so immoderately, tliaft 
lae realty gave we als6 a saspicioia that he wa» 
vMt entirely innocfent off "flic charge : howetfer, 
hie diidaimed it rety pefremfjrtbtily. " "Wh jr 
Hfheta," eoniimred Ate, ^^ if you diAnS do tSiat^ 
wiiy didn't you corae to help tts?' 

*' Who, I? — what do you suppose I had for- 
^ I was an Epgli^fmmi^^-*'^ filthy, btastly 
EfigU9htnAn'7^ 
I " Very well, Sir I very Well ;. belt I iviis^ u ^ 



fool to expect any better^ for it's aQ of a pteee 
with the rest: you know joa wanted to flin^ 
me out of the coach-windoWy the rery first 
time ever I see you; but Fll never go to Rane- 
lagh with yoh no more, that I'm resolved, for 
I dare say, if the hocses bad rann'd over me 
as I laid in that nastiness, you'd never have 
stirred a step to save me." 

'^ Lord, v^j to be sure. Ma'am, not for the 
world! I know your opinion of our nation too 
well, to affront you by supposing a French^ 
man would want my as^istai^ce to protect you. 
Did' you think that Mons9^r here, and I, had 
changed characters, and that he should pop you 
into the mud, and I help you out of it? Ha, 
ha, ha!" 

"Oh, very well, Sir! laugh on, it's like your 
manners; however, if poor Monsieur Du Bois 
hadn't met with that unlucky accident himself^ 
I shouldn't have wanted nobody's help." 

" Oh, I promise you, Madam, you'd never 
have had mine; I knew my distance better^ 
and as to your being a little duckedji or so, 
why, to be sure, Monaeer and you settled that 
between yourselves; so it was no business of 



mine;" 



^^ What! then, I suppose, ypu want to make 
nie believe as Monsieur Da Bois served vPl^ 
that trick o' purpose?" 
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'' O' purpose ! aye, certainly, "who cycr doubted 
that? Do you think a Frenchman erer made a 
blunder? If he had been some clumsy- footed 
Engliih fellow, intdeed, it might have been 
accidental: but what the deyil signifies all your 
hopping and capering with your dancing-mas- 
ters, if you can't balance yourselres. upright?*' 

Ih the midst of this dialogue, Sir Clement 
Willoughby made his appearance. He afiects to 
enter the house with the freedom of an old 
acquaintance ; and« this very, easineaa, which, to 
me, is astoni^ing, is what most particularly re- 
commends him to the Captain : indeed, he seems 
Tery successfully to study all the humors of 
that gentleman. 

After haying heartily welcomed him, " You 
,are just come in time, my boy," said he, ^' to 
settle ^a little matter of a dispute between this 
here gentlewoman and I; do you know, she has 
been trying to persuade me, that she did not 
aboye half like the duddng Monaeer gave her 
t'other night." 

'^ I should haye hoped," said Sir Clement, 
with the utmost grayity ^^ that the friendship sub- 
sisting between that lady and gentleman, would 
haye guarded them against any actions profes- 
sedly disagreeable to each, other ; but, probably, 
they might not haye discussed the matter pre- 
yiously, in which case> the gentleman,^ I must 
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"Ma&Hne Boral; ^yon anay try »to act us !•-- 
igt^er t>y l3ie ears as mocfa asyos wAl; but I'm 
not 8«icik an igaarmA pennti as ito fe >jnade ;a 
t&ol <of aa CMSy 9 so you niaedai^t ^k :bo «nre 
«3)o«t tt^ for I seas kitD ymir deagaB.^' 

MoMeur Bu Bois, wlia was yMtL Mm to db** 

<)aTer the rabject upon irbidi Ibe oatKwemmtiom 

turned; made his defeaoe m Foeack ynik gnoat 

solemnity: he hoped^ he said, that *be company 

would at leart acknaiivledge be did not oeme 

^om a nation of brules> and oonsequendyy tbat 

to wilfftUy offi^nd any lady was to bkn ntteriiy 

impoesibk', but that, on the eontrary^ in en- 

deavovringy ais was Us fkn^, ta ame aind giaurd 

her; be bad bnwelf aafiEerad; in a aiaiiner frincb 

he i¥0uld forbear to relate^ but whieb fae fmsAly 

appf«bended be should ieel the Sktffeots <^ for 

many maoihs; and then^ wHk a cntiasenaafe 

€«ceedi«0y lengibeasd, Ik added, *diaS heitoped 

it iroald flkat be attniMiod to ban as * natiaacft 

pve^udiee; when be owned thaft be nuMfc, kitba 

best of bis memory; a^i^T; tbat bis unfiietuDale 

lall wa» eino^ to « suiMcm Imt wuAev^ poab 



2yt!LXKi^.t rag? 

'w&icb^ tie \raj5 skocked to sslj^ some lotalerolent 
ferson, widi a 4e»qu to im iftjw^y, must oer» 
taialy hare ^t^tt htm; Init -viiielibfefr with a 
Tiew to mMaify faini, ^y Makimj hwi ifet the laiij 
Call, or^iether meneiy to spoil his ^lodieS) he 
could »ot pretend to determiive. 

This disputation was ^t last, conciaded by 
Mrs. MiryaEu's proposing that we should all ^l^> 
fo Gox's Museum. Nobody objected, aud car- 
riages, were immediately ordered. 

In our way down stairs, Madame Dtvral, in a 
¥ery passtotiate manner said, '^ Ma foit if I 
wouldn't give fiflty gcmieas, only to know who 
gave us ihat shove !" 

This museum b viery astonishing and very 
smperb-, yet it afforded me h^ litde pleasure/ ^ 
it is a! mere ahow,. thongh a wonderful one. 

Sir dement Wittou^by, in' (hut walk round 
^e room, asked me what my opinion was of 
this brilliant ^pecUtcle ? 

" It is very fiiie, and very ingenious,'' answered 
I, *^ and yet— rl don't know how it is^^ — but I seem 
to imss something,^^ 

'* Excellently answered I" cried he, *' you 
have exactly defined my own feelings, though 
m a manner I should never have arrived at. 
But I was certain your taste was too well formed, 
to be pleased at the expense of your under- 
standing..'^ 
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" Pardiy^ cried Madame Duval, '^ I hope yott 
two is diiEcult enough ! I'm sure if yoii don't 
like tbis; you like nothing \ for it's the grandest, 
prettiest, finest sight that ^Ter I see in England." 

^^ What!" cried the Captain with a sneer, ^'I 
suppose this may he in your French taste? it's 
like enough, for it's all hichshaw work. But, 
pr'ythee, friend 1" turning to the person who ex- 
plained the deyices, ^' wiU yo^ tell me the use 
of all this ? for I'm not enough of a coxL}urer to 
find it out." 

^^ Use, indeed f" repeated Madame Duvid 
disdainfully, ^' Lord, if eyery thing's to be use- 
ful !— " 

u yff\^-j^ Sir J 03 to that, Sir," said our con- 
ductor, ^^ the ingenuity of the mechanism, — the 
beauty of the workmanship^ — the — undoubtedly, 
Sir, any person of taste may easily discern the 
utility of such extraordinary performances." 

^^ Why then, Sir," answered the Captain,. 
'^ your person of taste must be either a coxcomb,, 
or a Frenchman j though, for the matter of that, 
^tis the same thing.'^ 

Just then, our attention was attracted by a 
pine -apple, which, suddenly opening, discovered 
a nest of birds., who immediately began to sing. 
" Well," cried Madame Duval, " this is prettier 
than alt the rest L I declare, in all my travels^ I 
never see nothing eleganter.'^ 



" Hark ye, friend !" said the CapUm, '^ hast 
neyer another pine-apple ?" 

u Sir?—" 

^' Because^ if thou hast, pr'ythee gire it us 
without the birds j for, d'ye see, I'm no French- 
man, and should relish something more sub- 
sUntiaL'' 

This entertainment concluded ivith a concert 
of mechanical music : I cannot explain how it 
was produced, but the effect was pleasing. Ma- 
dame Duyal was in ecstasies;, and theNHaptain 
flung himself, into so many ridiculous distortions, 
by way of mimicking her, that he engaged the 
attention of all the company; and, in the midst 
of the performance of the Coronation Anthem^ 
while Madame Duval was affecting to beat time, 
and uttering many ei^pressions of delight, he 
called suddenly for salts, which a lady, appre- 
hending some distress, politely handed to him, 
and which, instantly applying ta the nostrils of 
poor Madame Duval, she involuntarily snuffed up 
such a quantity, that the pain and surprise made 
her scream aloud. "When she recovered, she 
reproached him with her usual vehemence ; but 
he protested he had taken that measure out of 
pure friendship, as he concluded, from her rap- 
tures, that she was going into hysterics. This 
excuse by no means appeased her, and tl>«y had a 
w>lent quarrel 3, but the only effect her anger had 
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cm the Cftptftki was to increase Ikis itfemon^ 
Indeed; he laughs and talks so terribly loud hi 
public^ that he frequently makes us ashamed of 
belonging to him. 

Madame Diiyal^ notwithstanding her wrath^ 
made no scruple of returning to dine in Qween^ 
Ann-street. Mrs. Miryan had secured places fbr 
the play at Drury-Lane IheatrC; and, ^ough ever 
uneasy in her company^ she Tery poHtely inrited 
Madame Duval to be of our party *, however, she 
had a bad cold, and chose to nurse it. I was 
sorry for her indisposition, but I knew not how 
to be sorry she did not accompany us, far she 
is — I must not say what; but Tery unl&e other 
people. 
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LETTER XX. 



BTELU^A IN CONTINUATION.. 



OUR places w«re in the front row of a §ide- 
box. I^r Glemem Wiflovghby, who knew our 
intention, was at the door of the theatre, and 
handed us horn, the carriage. 

'We had not been seated five miauies, before 
lord OrriUe, who we saw in the sta^ box, came 
to US; and he honored us with his cotapanyalE 
the evening. Miss Mirvan and I both rejoiced 
that Madame Buval was absent, as we hoped 
for the enjoyment of some conversation, unin- 
terrapted by her quarrels witb the Captain : but 
I soon found that her presence would have 
made very little alteration ; for so far was I from, 
daring to speak, that I knew not where even to« 
look. 

The play was Love tot Love ; and, though it is 
fraught with wit and entertainment^ I hope I 
shall never see it represented again ; for it is so 
extremely indelicate,, — ^to use the softest word I 
<an,-- that Miss Miinran and I were perpetuaU; 
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out of countenance^ and could neither make anj 
obserrations ourselves, nor yen lure to listen to 
those of others. This was the more provoking^ 
as Lord Orrille was in exceUent spirits, and ex- 
ceedingly entertaining. 

When the play was over, I flattered myself 
I should he able to look about me with less 
restraint, as we intended to stay the Farce; but 
the curtain had hardly dropped, when the box- 
door opened, and in came Mr. Lovel, the man hj 
whose fo|)pery and impertinence I was so much 
teized at the ball where I first saw Lord Orville. 

I turned away my head, and began talking 
to Miss Mirvan, for I was desirous to avoid speak- 
ing to him ; — ^but in vain, for as soon as he had 
made his compliments to Lord Orville and Sir 
Clement Willoughby, who returned tbem very 
coldly, he bent his head Ibrward, and said to^ 
me, ^^I hope, Ma'am, yeu have enjoyed your 
health since I had the honor — I beg ten thousand 
pardons, but I protest I was going to say the 
honor of dancing with you — ^however, I meaa 
the honor of seeing you dance ?" . 
' He spoke with a self-complaceney that. con- 
vinced me he had studied this address, by way 
of making reprisals, for my conduct at the b^all t 
I therefore bowed slightly^ but made no answer- 
After a short silence, he again called my atten^ 
tion^ by saying, in an easy^ negUgent wa;^ 
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'^ I think; Ma'am, you was never in town 
before?" 
" No, Sir.'* 

" So I did presume. Doubtless, Ma'am, ererj 
thing must be infinitely novel to you. Our 
customs, our manners, and les Etiquettes de nous 
autresj can have very little resemblance to those 
you have been used to. I imagine, Ma'am, your 
retirement is at no very small distance from the 
capital?" 

I was so much disconcerted at this sneering 
speech, that I said not a word 3 though I 'have 
since thought my vexation both stimulated and 
delighted him. 

" The air we breathe here, however, Ma'am'* 
continued he, very conceitedly, " though foreign 
to that you have been accustomed to, has not, 
I hope, been at variance with your health ?" 

^ Mr. Loyel," said Lord Orville, '^ could not 
your eye have spared that question?^ 

'' Oh, my Lerd!" answered he, ^i£ health 
were the only cause of a lady's bloom, my eye,. 
I grant, had been infallible from the first glance ^ 
but—" 

'^ Come, come," cried Mrs. Mlrvan, " I must 
beg no insinuations of that sort; Miss AnviDe's 
qolor, as you have successfully tried, may, you 
see, be heightened j — but I assure you, it woidd 
be past your skill to le^^en kJ* 



*' 'Pon honor, Madam/' returned he, '' yotr 
wrong me^ I presumed not to infer that rouge 
was the onlj suceedaneum for health; but, 
really, I have known so many d^rent causes 
for a lady's color, "such as fluslLiiig, — aoger, -* 
mauuais6 konke, — and so for^, that I never dare 
decide to which it may be owing.'* 

^^ As to such causes as them there," cried the 
Captain, *^ they ronst belong to those that they 
keep company with." 

'^ Very true. Captain," said Sir Clement; 
^' the natural comple:doi>Jias nothing to do with- 
occasionalsaHies of the passions,, or any aeciden- 
tal causes." 

*' No, truly,** returned the Captain, '* for 
now here's me, why I look like any other man 
just now ; and yet, if you were to put me in n 
passion, 'fore George, you'd' soon see me have as 
fi.ne a high color as any painted Je&abel in all* 
this place, be she neyer so bedaubed." 

*" But," said Lord Orville, *' the diflfer«nce of 
natural and of artificial color seems to me very 
easily discerned ; that of nature is mottled, and 
Tarying; that of art, se£, and too smi)oth; it 
wants that animation, that glow, that in- 
describable something, which, eten now that I 
see it, wholly surpasses aB my powers, of expres- 



sion." 



'^ Tour Lfordship," said Sir Clemettt; *' 13 



•nmrersiilfy 4BLdkiiowied]ged to 'be & ^ootmmaeur i& 
t>eafnty.'** 

** I HDi ppottd to own it," cnedi dBir <9«»eBt^ 
^^ in such a ^ttose^ «md i>e£bi'e Mich cd»}6cU, «iif- 
^QsiumQi 4i»sinr{% the Cisiiiequeaee af vol being 
Mind.'' 

" Pr'ythee a truce with all this palaTentig^^ 
cried the Captain, ^^ the woman are yftm enoogh 
already j no need for to puff 'em up more." 

*^ We must all submit to the oommanidiiihg 
officer/' said Sir Clement; ^^ therefore let vsoaiL 
another subject. Pray, Ladies, how have yoa 
been entertained with T§ie play ?" 

** Want of entertainment," said Mrs. Mirvan^ 
'^ is its least fault \ but I own there are objections 
to it, which I should be glad to see rcmoTcd." 

'' I could have ventured to answer for the 
Ladies," said Lord OrviHe, '*sincq 1 am sure 
this is not a play that can be honored with their 
^rpprobation." 

'^ What, I suppose' it is not sentimental 
enough!" cried the Captain, ''or else it's too. 
good for them 3 ' for I'll maintain it's one of the 
best comedies in the language, and has more 
wit in one scene, than there is in all the new 
plays put together." 

'' For my part," said Mr. Lovel, *' I confess. 
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I. sel4om listen to tbe players: one has so^mncb 
to do^ in looking aboat^ and finding out one's 
acquaintance, that^ reallj, one has no time to 
mind the stage. Pray/' — most afiPectedly fixing 
his eyes upon a diamond-ring on his little finger^ 
^^ pray — what was the play to-night?" 

*^ Why, what the devil!" cried the Captain, 
'^ do you come to the play without knowing 
what it is?» 

*' O yes, Sir, yes, very frequently! I have 
no time to read playbills^ one merely comes 
to meet one's friends, and show that one's 
alive.*- 

'^ Ha, ha, ha!— and so," cried the Captain, 
'' it costs^you five shillings a night, just to show 
that yqu're alive ! Well, faith, my friends should 
all think me dead and under ground, before 
I'd be at that expense for 'em. How9omever, 
this here you may take from mcj — ^ they'll find 
you out fast- enough, if you've any thing to 
give 'em. — And so you've been here all this 
time, and don't know what the play was?" 

'*Why, really. Sir, a play requires so much 
attention, — it is scarce possible to keep awake, 
if one listens^ for, indeed, by the time it is 
evening, one has been so fatigued, with dining, 
—or wine, — or the house, — or studying, — that 
it is — ^it is perfectly an impossibility. But, now 
I think of it, I believe I have a bill in my 
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pocket} O aye, liere it is — ^Love for Loye, aye, 
. — true,-— ha, ha, — ^how could I be so stupid!" 

^^ Oh, easily enough, as to that, I warrant 
you," said the Gaptaia; *'but, by my soul, this 
is one of the best jokes I ever heard ! Come to 
a play, and not know what it is ! — Why, I sup- 
pose you .wouldn't have found it out, if they 
\idiA fobbed you off with a scraping of lidlers, oft 
an opera? — Ha! ha! ha! — why now, I should 
have thought you might have taken some notice 
of one Mr. Tattle that is in this play!" 

This sarcasm, which caused a general smile, 
made him color: but turning to the Captain 
with a look of conceit, which implied that he 
had a retort ready, he said, " Pray, Sir, give 
me leave to ask, — what do you think of one 
Mr. Ben, who is also in this play?'* 

The Captain, regarding him with the utmost 
contempt, answered in a loud voice, . " Think 
of him!— ^ why I think he's a manF And then, 
staring full in his face, he struck his cane on 
the ground, with a violence th^t made him start. 
He did not, however, choose to take any notice 
of this^ hut, having bit his nails some time, in 
manifest confusion, he turned very quick to me^ 
and, in a sneering tone of voice, said, '^ For 
my part, I was most struck with the country^ 
young lady, Miss Prue 5 pray what do you think 
t»f her, Ma-am?" 



*' Indeed, Sir," cried I, Tcry iimch pnfifdkeiy 
*^ I t)nnk— Aot ik, I llo wot think my tbing 
abotft lier." 

'' Well, i*ea%, l!U'am, ;Km {nrcAgioiislj ma^ 
{yrise nte !-^-7mn« 'Opparemmeni et ti'*est qa^vrm 
Jhgan de porfer ?—Jth«nigk 1 AmiU dieg your 
jiardon, for proiwddy yoa do not understeiid 
Prencli T 

I made fio answer, Isr t 4ia«gltt Us T«de*» 
ness inte4erai>le; bat iSir Otenent, with (jveat 
ivarmth, 'said, '^ I oin sttrpriied ttiat yoo >caa 
suppose snch an ofa^dt as M^ss Pr«K urould en- 
gage the attefltieii -of Miw Amritte oron §me m 
moment.*' 

^' Oh, Sir,'' returned lliis fof, '' Hift the BrA 
character in tho piece I— «o well drawn,— so 
much the thmg! — su<A true eovntry brJesedtng, 
—such rural ignorance !— ha ! ha ! lia! — 'tis imost 
admirably bit off, 'pon honor!" 

I could almost haye cried, that such in^rti^ 
nence should be leyeMed at mej and yet, cfaa*^ 
grined as I was, I coidd nerer behold IxHii 
Onrille and this m^n at the smnie time, and 
feel any regret f»r the cause I had giren of 
displeasure. 

^' The only female in the pbty," said Lord 
Orville, '' worthy of being mentioned to these 
ladies, is Angelica." 

^^ Angelica/' cried Sir Clement, ^^ is a noUe 



girl; fliie triea bar Wear scnrteroly^ hut she re-« 
wards- bim. gemerauflly." 

^' YQt^ ii>] a trial so lotpgi!' aaid Mr£u Munr&n 
^f there: secoMfi radhar toQ>sayi»ch oos^oi^uMiftw oC. 
her- pow.er*" 

'^ Since myr apinioa has tbe simction. ofi 
Mns. lfir¥ftQis/' add^ Lovd. Qirrilla> ^ I wilL 
Tiaii^tiiie-to s«f>. that Aaigalicft heatowa.h^ handf 
rather with the air* of a henefaotness^ than wdtht 
the tendemeasiof a mistresA. Ganeroatf without 
dbiioacy> lika wit without judgment^, ganeralljv 
gtTes a» nmch paia aft pleasure. That uucer* 
taiuty iu which she keeps .YalantiDa, and hai^ 
mamer of trifling witk hii tratpar^gi^e no Y^y 
faTorahle idea of hex^ own.'* 

" Well^ my. IiK)rd," said.Mr. IiOTel^ '^ it muati 
however, be owned> thait uncertainty is.not the* 
ton' among our ladies, at present; nay, indeed^, 
I think they say^ tbou^^ faith i" taking a pinch- 
ed snuff^ ** r hope it is not true— *hat they say^ 
that we now' 9xe moist' shy and. backward." 

The 'ourtain then drew, up^ and our con— 
'versatioa ceased. Mrw LoTd, . finding we chose, 
to attend to the playersi left the box* How 
strange- it is^ Sir, that tbis.man^ not consented' 
with the lai>ge share of foppery and nonsense- 
which he has from nature, should think proper 
to^ afibct yet more! for what he said of Tattle 
attd of'JMist Prae, ooorinoad me that he really^ 



had listeaecL to the (Aay, thougb he was 96 
ridiculous and foolish as to pretend ignorance. 

But how malicious and impertinent in this 
creature to talk to me in such a tn^aner ! I am 
«are I hope I shall never see him again. I should 
hafve despised hkn heartilj as a fop^ had he 
never spoken to me at all; hut now, that he 
thinks proper to resent his supposed ittHosage, 
I am reall^r quite afraid of him. 

The entertainment was, The Deuce is in Him;' 
which Lord Orville ohserved to he the most 
finished and elegant peiHe piece that was ever 
Written in English^ 

In our way home> Mrs. Mirvan ~put me into 
some consternation, hj saying it was eyident, 
from the resentment which* this Mr. Loyel 
harhours of my conduct/ that he would think 
it a proYQcation sufBciently important fpraduel, 
if hi& courage equalled his wrath. 

I am terrified at the rery idea. Good Heaven ! ^ 
that a man so weak and frivolous should he so 
revengeful! However, if hravery would have 
excited him. to affront Lord Orville , how much 
reason have I to rejoice, that cowardice makes' 
him contented with venting his spleen upon 
ipe I hut we ^all leave town soon^ and, I hope, 
see him no more. 

It was some consolation to me, to hear, 
from Miss Mirvan, that, while he was speaking 
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to me so cavalierly^ Lord Oryille regarded bim 
with great indignation. 

But, really^ I think there ought to be a book 
of the laws and customs i-la-mode presented to 
all young people upon their first introduction 
into public company. 

To-night we go to the opera, where I ex- 
pect yery great pleasure. We shall have the 
same party as at the play; for Lord Orville 
said he should be there, and would look for 

OS. 
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LETTER XXT. 



SrVELlKA. IN CONTINUATION. 



1 HAVE a volume to write of tHe adventures 
of yesterday. 

In the afternoon^ — at Berry Hill^ I should 
have said the eveningy for it was almost sir 
o'clock^ — ^while Miss Miryan and I were dressing 
for the opera, jand in high spirits, from the 
expectation of great entertainment and pleasure, 
we heard a carriage stop at the door, and 
concluded tbat Sir Clement > Willoughby, with 
his usual assiduity, was come to attend us to 
die Haymarket; but, in a few moments, what 
was our surprise, to see our chamher--door flung 
open, and the two Miss Branghtons enter the 
room ! They advanced t* me with great fa- 
miliarity, saying, ''How do you do, cousin? 
—so we've caught you at the glass ! — ^well, 
I'm determined I'll teU my brother of 
that!"- 

. Miss Mirvan, who had never before seen 
them, and could not at first imagine who thej 



iNWfre, Jbolhed S9 niich astonislied, ibat I wm 
tf^dy to lavgli n^NieM, till lh« eMc$t sai^ 
''We're come to take jou to the opsrai, Mi»; 
ftifa and nj famdiier ave below; aad we 4ire 
to. oaik £99 yonr grandnamafa as we go 
along," 

' *'I am ¥«ry eony,** anawered I, " tliat yt>u 
fhoi|ld haiP8 lakMi ao w«eh tt^oubhi> as I aa« 
engaged ah*6adj'/^ 

^'Engagadl liords IGsss never aitnd that!" 
cried the ypiHigeat^ ^'tbis young lady wiU waak^ 
yienr ec^aiBMs, I dam nji; it's only doing as one 
would be done by, you know." 

''Indeed, Ha'an^/' said MiMr ITirvan, ''IshaU 
ifiyself be fevj sorry lo be deprived of Miss 
An<fille''s eompany tliw •evening.'' 

'' Well, Miss, that is not so- rery go^dftattured 
in you," said Miss Braiigbton, ^' eonsiddring we 
only come to git^e elir cousin plcasuve *, it^s no 
good to us; it's all upon her account*, for wB 
eame I den^ know bow much round al>out to 
lake h^er ^.*^ 

. **1 am e^tremtlff obi%edto you,^ said 1, ''and 
Hory sonry- yoa ]iave lost so mucli lime ; bui 
I oannotr ipcnstbly heip it, for I engaged mysell 
^fvithoat knowing you. wotdd eatt;'' 

''Lond! what s%nifi«s thai?" said Mias PoUy, 
'< you're no. old' maid; and so yaw neodi^ be 

VOi«. I. . . ^ 
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SO Terj formal: beatdes^ I dare say those yon 
•re engaged to a'n'i half so »ear related to you 
IBLS we are." - 

*' I must beg you not to press me any further/ 
for I assure you it is not in my power to attend 
you." ' 

" Why we' came all out of the city on pur- 
pose : brides, your grandmamma expects you^ 
—and pray, what are we to say to -^er?" 
' ^' Tell her, if you please, that I am much 
concerned; — ^but that I am pre-^engaged." 

*^ And who to?' demanded the abrupt Miss 
Branghton. .. ^ 

' '^ Td Mrs. Miryan,— *and a large party." ' 
< ** A.nd, pray, what are you aU going to do, 
that it would be sUch a mighty matter for. you 
to come along with us?" 

<* "We are all going to — ^to the opera." 

*' Oh, dear! if that be all, why can't we go 
all together?" 

^ I was extremely disconcerted at this forward 
and ignorant behaviour, and yet their rudeness 
Teiy much lessened my co)icem at refusing them. 
Indeed, their dress was such, as would haye 
rendered their Scheme' of accompanying our 
party impracticable, even if I had desired it 3 
and this, as they did; not- themselves ! find out, 
I was obliged, in terms the least mortifying 
I could think of, to tell them. 



Tlie^f were very mv^ chagiitted, and asked 
wbere I «hou1d sk? 

" In the pit," answered I. 

'^ In. the pit!" repeated Miss Branghton^ 
^* welly really, I must own I should never have 
supposed that my gown was not good enough, 
for the pit: but ck>me, Polly , let's go; if Miss 
does not think us fine enough for her^ why ta 
be sure she may choose." 

Surprised at this ignorance, I would have 
«3cplained to them that the pit, at the opera, 
required the same dress as the boxes; but they 
were so much affironted, they would not hear 
me, and, in great displeasure, left the room; 
saying they would not have troubled me, only 
they thought I should not be so proud with 
my own relations^ and that they liad at least 
as good a right to my company as. strangers. * 

I endeayoured to apologise, and would bare 
lent a long message to Madame Duval ; but thej 
hastened away without listening to me; and 
I could not follow them down stairs, because 
1 was not <k*essed> The last words I beard 
them say, were, '^ Well, her grandmamma wifl 
be in a fine passion, that's one good thing.'^ 

Though I was extremely mad at this visit 
yet I so heartily rejoiced at their going, that 
1 would not suffer myself to think gravelj 
about it. 
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Sidon after Sir CtaoemM actaally; onme^ and^ 
we all went down stairs. Mis. liirram ordered 
tea ; and we were esgagedt in a vevj lively 
i^onvei^sidkm^ when tbe servant annonnced Ma- 
dame £Ni¥al> vAiO instantltf' i»Uowed: kim into 
libe rooni^ 

Ber fat^e was the color of scarlet^ and her 
vfes sparkled with. fupy. She came up to me 
with a hasty step^ sayikig^ ^^ So^ MiaJ jxm re- 
fimes to oome to- nw, do yo«74^and piiay irho 
are youy to dare tx> disohey nie-Tf' 

£ WM quiie £rigbieaed;*^I made ao answer; 
•«^I even attempted to rise, and oovdd'iMMt^ but 
sM stilly mute, and motionless. 

Every hody, bnb Miss. Mkvan^ seemed m the 
utmost selionB^ment ; and the Gaptidny .rising 
aad aijppniMLdhitig Madame Duval, with a voice 
df a»^ority, said, ^Why, kow How^ Mos^ Tur-* 
key-'Cook! what's put yo|a iiito> this, hen^ ihis- 

ler?'' 

^ U*^ noiliiiig to you-" imffwexiefd she, ^f so 
you may as well hold your tengue, Ibr 1 sha'nt 
he called to no* account ky you, h asmre 

you." . ' 

« Ihere yw'^ omi, IM adlMa Fery !'^ returned 
he, ^^ ibr y'Oumiist know Imevt^ suiFer any kodj 
to be in a passion ih my house But tnyigekC" 

*^ But you' skail/* cried she^ in a great rage, 
<' for rU be in as great a passion as ever I' please. 
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without asking your kave; so don't pre jmraelf 
«io more airs about it. . AjmI as for ^u, Bltsl," 
again iLdraiiciiig to me, ^^ i ^trikr yam. to fbUov 
me ffaib nDQpmeiit, <9r elm i'fl laaAt jom repent 
it aU fov» lifb/' dUd^ m^ ikie$e trords^ ^he 
iluBg 4Mi!t of 4be rooiii. 

I was in such extreme terror, (Bitlieing ad^kresHedl 
^nd iJktMtdtted In ii wiaiiner to whiok I «lm so 
whoUbjT «auiod) that i idnost «kLo«|i^ I shouMi 
have fainted, 

^' i^on't be^dlamaed, mf lo^ef timd Msv. Mir^ 
^i^ ^^ bat staj whdre 70a are; «iid i iwliH fultow 
Haklaoiie l!>«Tttl^ said try to hriiig htft to loip- 



son." 



Miss Mirvan look iny band, and moot 4indljr 
endearottved to raisis mj spirits: Sir Gl^&ent> 
loo, approached me, with an air so interested ia 
my diistrete, that I couU not hut feel ikiybelf 
obliged to him ; and, taking kny other hand, said, 
*^ 'For hesyen's sake, my dear Madam! obmpose 
yourself) surely the yiolenoe of buch a wretch 
ought merely to -move your cont^npt; she can 
have nb ^ight, I imagine, to lay Iter eotnmatids 
up<m you, and I on^y wifeh that yon wOuld allo# 
me to speak to her." 

*^ Ono! not for the wcft4d!-^ifldeed> Ibdtef^, 
—I em aifratdp-^ had better follow lieiK.* 

'^Follow her? Good God, myilear IftbsiJtfvIM^^ 
would you trust yourstif with a ttisd woft^n? 
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for -vrhat eke can you call a creature whose 
passions are. so insolent? Voy no; send her 
word at once .to leave the house, and tell her 
you desire that she wiU never sec^ you. again."' 

^^ Q Sir! you don't know who you talk off 
— it would ill become me to sei^ Madame Dur 
Tal such a message." 

'^ But i*fhy/^ cried he, looking very in^isitiye^ 
^^ why should you saruple to treat her as shie 
deserves !" 

I then foimd thai hia aim was to discover the 
nature oT her connexion with me y but I felt se^ 
much ashamed of my near relationship to her> 
that I could not persuade myself to answer hink, 
and only iritreated that he would leave her 
to Mrs. Miryan;^ who jjust .then entered the 
rocan» 

Before she could qpeak to .me, the Captain 
called out> ^' Well, Goody i what have you done 
with Madam French? is she cooled a little? 
^cause i£ she been% I've just thought of a most 
excellent device to bring her to*" 

*' My dear Evelina," said Mrs Mirvan, *' I 
have been vainly endeavouring to appease her; 
I pleaded your engagement, . and promised your 
future attendance: but I am sorry to say, my 
love, that I fear her rage w3I end in a total 
breaoh, which I think you had bej^er avoid^ 
if she is any further opposed*." 
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'* Then I w31 go to her^ Madam/' cried I;, 
'' and, indeed^ it is now ^ao matter, for i 
sbould not be able to recorer mj spirits suffi- 
ciently to enjoj much pleasure any wiiere this 
evening." 

Sir Clement began a yery warm eipostula- 
tion and intreaty that I would not go$ but 
I begged him to desist , and told him, very 
honestly, that, if my con]Lpliance were npt indis- 
pensably necessary, I should require no persua-r 
sion to stay. He then tookony hand^ to lead me 
down stairs; but the Captain desired him to be 
^uiet, saying he would 'squire me himself; '* be-* 
cause," he added, esiultingly, rubbing his hands, 
'* I have a wipe ready for the old lady, which 
may serve her to chew as she goes along.'' 

We found her in the parlour. . *' Gh, you're 
come at last, Miss, are you? — fine airs you give 
yourself) .indeed! ma' foil if you hadn't come^ 
you might have staid, I assure you, ai;Ld have 
been a beggar for your pains." 

'^ Heyday, Madam!" cried the Captain, pran« 
cing forward, with a look of^ great glee, *' what^ 
a-n't you got out of that there passion yet? why 
ihen> rU tell you what to do to cool yourself; 
call upon your old friend, Monseer Slippery, 
who was with you at Randagh, and give my 
service to him, and tell him, if he sets any stor» 
]»y your health, that I desire he'll give you suck 
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iHoikw toutfe «« Itfe dlid hettote^. Wll iMw wfcat 
1 miekn, taxA ¥11 «iramnit ^ou he^B Ael for nj 

" but I sha'n't Stay to answer you no moHB*) yt/« 
«rt ft trfgaf MlbW— And to, ?AiM, let ^ kuve 
llftt to him^lf?' 

" Ha A yfe, MaAnn,^ cridltlMft Gtfpkiin, ^ymi*A 
htisi ndt tall MDMM ; tee«i403 i'y* Me t if yott 
do, I iAiaB ttn^ke bold t» show ym tte dooi^" 

Sbe cbftitged tsdOhM*, xnd itayttig, **'Pwdh I 
k»a. ^bow h myself,'' btm-ied <yM of ^ Twsm^ 
^ttA I followed her it^o a btickfley^.^tdfteli •, bti^ 
before we drcrtc off, Jthe Captain, loiAiDg 4m» 
t>f the parlor window, called t)iit, *^ lySf^ liear 
Madam, — doto^l forgfet tny mes^e *16 Mbnsur, 

Toil will beliere otr ttde» was ne^ the most 
agreeable iti the WorM; indeed, kWMldte^^ 
iictilt to sny which was le^^ ^^lewse^, HkdiMi^ 

Dffval ior ide, thMgh (he >y^*sWMI 'Of in» dis- 
content were so difi^Ht r h0W«?et> MadMiit 
Ottvad -SOOti pyi Hfbe Mlirt ^ HM^ i&t we bad 
hardly turtred twrt ^f Qfie«n**Attt)^sM!«l, wboi « 
ftian, Ttmnhig foil speed, stopped ^^e ^2^, A% 
txme trp to fbe -v^tidi$W> kil6 1 ia# be* was Ike 
CaptKin's sertdnt. lie had 4 brdird .grlti bn bift 
fate, a«id panted fbf hresih. . BfMtentte Dmsl 
demanded his businc^; ^ M^fMb," attstv^redlie^ 
*» my mister desires Ms com jdittietfrs %d jtm, antft 



9* 



«n J *^ awI -tt tid he ^js he wkAies it weH ereir 
■with you* He! he! he! — '* 

Madame D«iv«l instafitly darted ^»rward^ and 
gave htm a tkAent lilow. tm the 'face ; " Take'fliot 
back for your answer^ sirrah!" cried *he, *^ and 
leam to ^in at your beUer» another tmie* 
Coachman^ driye mii^ 

Ikft senramt ww m a ^iolem passion, and 
swore terrii»iy ; bat we w«ve «oon. o«t lof hear^ 

Hlg. 

The mge ^ Mnlame tTuvctl was greater than 
e^n», atid ftfee inveighed agaiast th^ Captain wi^ 
■woch iviry, that f was even upprehelisive ^ 
>9»M have vetumed to 41$ 4iDtise pviposely to 
9efiro»di him^ which abe vepeaiediy ihreatenvd 
to ^de; aior wMdd sl»e^ 1 believe haine hesitated 
« ttiotiusfll, bm tlkat, metwitlwiMidiag 'her violence, 
he has really niade 4ker^iiia»d «f him. 

^9i«ii we loame Id Iter lodgings, we found all 
the 8nMi||iilDns m thfe ^Mssage /impatiently wailing 
for us, with the door open. 

*' <lttly me, 'heve^s Min P eried the i^rotlier. 

^^ ^-eli, I declare 4 thoiiglit' as nwch !'' said tlie 
yo«Higi?r <i^ter. 

• *♦ Wliy, Wrtsy*" said Mr. 'Branghtori, " I ihiiA 
yo* 'fl^lrt as w^ h«¥e e wa ae w^ -your cousins 
at once ; it's throwing money in the dirt^ to par 
<Uwo oeidpdhes f^r ^ne fiii^.^' 

<^ Ijmii, *fii*erl** teried the son, ^J malte no 



words a)K>iit th$t; €ov HI pay for ^tbe coacK t^ii^ 

Miss hadJ' 

" Oh, I kiv>w verj well/' answered Mr. Brangh- 

|(Hl, **^ that you're always more ready to spend 

than -to eam.^ 

I thezt interfered^ and begged that I might 

myself he allowed to pay the fare, .as the expense 

was iocnrred upon my account ^ they aU said no^ 

and proposed that the same cpach should carry us. 

en to the opera. 

While this passed, the- Miss Branghtons were- 

examining my dress, which, indeed, was very 

impi>oper for my company; and as I was exr 
tremely unwilling to be so conspicuous amongst 
tUem,^ I rec{ue8ted Madame Duy^l to borrow a 
hat or bonnet for me of the people of the house. 
Sut she never we«a*s either herself, and thinks; 
them very English and barbarous.; therefore she 
insisted that I should go full ilcessed, as I had 
prepared myself for the pit, though^ I made many, 
objections. 

We were tbeit aU cnowded- into the same cai^ 
riage ; but wheu. we aixiy^d at the pperarbouse,, 
I contriyed to pay the coachman* They made 
e gce^.many ^eeches.^ but Mr. Branghtan's re- 
flection^ liad det^rmijo^ m^. not to be. indebted, 
to him. 

If I . had not been tpQ much, cbagpined ti>» 
laugh^ 1 ^ould. haye been extremely diverted al 
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tlieir Ignorance of irbateTer belongs to an opera^ 
In the first place^ they could not tell at what 
door we onght to enter/ and we wandered about 
for some time, witbont knowing which waj fo 
turn : they did not choose to apply to me, — though: 
I was the only person of the party who had eyer 
before been at an opera, — because they were 
nnwilling to suppose that their counii^jr cousin, as 
they were pleased to call me, should be bettev 
acquainted with any London public place than 
themselyes. I was yery indilferent and careless 
upon this subject, hut not a Iktle uneasy at finding, 
that my dress, so different from that of the com- 
pany to which I belonged, attracted general notice 
and obseryation. 

In a short time, howeyer, we arriyed at one 
of the doorkeeper's bars, Mr.. Branghton de- 
manded for what pari of the house they took 
ttoney ? They answeied, the pit, and regarded 
US all with great earnestness. The son then 
adyancing, said, '^ 8ir, if you please, I beg that 
I may treat Misa.'* -• 

<* We'll settle that another * time,'^ answere 
Mr. • Branghton,^ and put down a. guinea. 

Two tickets of admission were given to him. 

Mr. S^anghton, in his turn, now stared at the 
doorkeeper, and demanded what he meant by 
giving hwn only two tickets for a guinea*. 

*^ Only two. Sir v" said the man, *' why don't 
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j^u kftew ibat the tickeU arc balf a gmncf^ 

^' Half a fttinea eacb P^ repeated Mr. Braofk- 
iloB^ " why I never Jieard of auch a thing in mj 
Uk I And fr^fy Sir, baw iuai\y wiU they admit?'* 

^' Just as usual. Sir, «ne per^oQ es^c'b/' 

^^ But one person, for half a guirv^a!*— why, -^ 
.'•nly want -lo sit in the pit> friend,'' 

" Had ni»t ibe Ladies better sk in the galler^^ 
Sir, for they'll hardly cbooae to gp into tl^ pit 
witli their baPlfi i^ik?' 

*' Oh, at 4a tUt," <;r«ad Miss Bra^htan,. '' if 
our bats are too i^^, .well 'tfi4£ them off when 
we ge& itt« I sha'n'i mind it> (kx 1 did my bair^ 
on purpose." 

.AlK)ilier party than a^roaohing^ th& daor- 
4t6eper contd no longer atfefend to Mir. BMiDgbtMi,^ 
who, taking np the gainea, told bim it 4boukL 
be long isttough hdbre he'd a€^ /it s<gaci») «>m{ 
walked away. 

The ^oung ladie«> .in totiie iionfttsitNi^ .ex- 
pressed their surprise that iheif poi^ sbouU 
■ot kmow the ope#a prices^ v^bbh^ ib» their 
parts, they had vaad in tfie papew a tbdu^and 
times; 

*' The price of stooksy" aaid he» ^^ in eoKHigb 
Ibr me to aee afber; and I took it for granted 
it was the same thing faejie as at the play- 
honsa^" 



^ I knew well enoogb wkat the price was/^ 
said tbe soa^ '^ but I would not ^eak, beoauae 
I thought perhaps they'd take less^ as we're such 
a large pa^rty." 

The sisters both laughed very oonlcmptuomsly 
^at this idea, 'and asked hin if he -ever beard 
of people^s abating anything at a public place ? 

^^ I don't know whether l-have or no," answered 
be, " but I'm sure if they would, y«u'd like it sa 
much the worse." 

'' Very true, Tom,'* cried Mr* Branghton;. 
^^ tell a woman that arny thing is reasonable, and 
she'll be sure to hate it." 

'' WeU,"^ said Missl^olly, '' I hope that aunt 
and Miss will be of our side, for papa always takes 
f«rt with Tom." 

" Come^ come !" cried Madame Duval, " i^ 
you stand talking here, we sha'n't get no plac^ 
at all." 

Mr. Branghion then inquired the way to tbe^ 
4;al)ery, and, when we came to the dooriieeper^ 
demanded what was to pay* 
; '/. The usual. pricQ, Sir," said, the m^n. 
; ^^ Then i^yc; ^me change," cviefl ^r. Branch toi^ 
t W^ i>tt«i»« ?^W» ^8 ;guMieA. 

,■ "Cob fc!9w,4nftny:>>r?'' : -., r / * 

'' Why— let's see,— for six.'* 

^^ For «i9, 48ir? wbj jou'ye gwen afii« but m 

gnineft.. ... 
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" ffue a guinea! wby Bow mucb would yoif 
hare ! I suppose it i'n't half a guinea a piece 
here too?" 

" No, Sir, only fire shilliDgs.'' 

Mr. Branghton again took up his unfortunate 
guinea, and protested he would suhmit to my 
such imposition. I ihen proposed that we should 
return home, hut Madame Duval would not 
'copscnt, and we were conducted, hy a woman 
who sells hooks of the opera, to another gallery- 
idoor, wbere, after some disputing, Mr. Brangh- 
ton at last paid, and we all went up stairs. 

Madame Dural complained very much of 
the trouble of going so high, hut Mr. Branghton 
desired her not to hold the place too cheap, 
*'f6r, whatever you may think,*' cried he» "I 
assure you I paid pit price; so don't suppose 
I come here to save my money." 

"Well, to he sure," said Miss Branghton^ 
*' there V no Judging of a place By the outside, 
'else, I must ' needs say, there's nothing very 
extraordinary in the staircase.^ 

But,' when we entered the gallery, their 
' i^as^ibent' ana dtiappointmtnt 'became general:: 
lor a few instanfe,' they fooled a* one aAbtlicr 
without speaking, and tfeeiL ifcty atf bi*dke a- 
lence at once .--.-:.— 

^' '**Xbra,'^apa!'*'eicfeimed Mfss Polly, ^whj 
you have brought us to the one-shilling gaUery t 
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''^Ifll be glad to give you two -shilliiigs, 
thougii," answered he, ^' to pay. I was never 
so fooled out of my money before^ since the 
hour of my birth. £ither the doorkeeper's a 
knate^ or this is the greatest imposition that 
ever was put upon the public »" 

" Ma foir cried Madame Duval, " I never 
sat in Such a mean place in all my life ; — why 
it's as high! — we sha'nt see nothing." 

^^ 1 thought at the time/' said Mr. Branghlon^ 
^^ that five shillings was an exorbitant price 
fov a place in the gallery, but as we'd been 
asked so much more at the other doors, why 
1 paid it without many .words; but then, to be 
sure, thinks. I^ rt can never be like any other 
gallery — ^we shall see some crinkum-crankum or 
other for our money ; — but I find it's as arranJb 
a take-in as ever I met with." 

^'"Why it^s as like the^ twelvepenny gallery 
at Drury-lane," cried the son, *' as two- peas ar«^ 
to one aAOther^ I never knew father so bit. 
before*"- 

^'Lord''^ said Miss Braoghton^ ^'I thought it 
would have been quite a fine plat^e, — all 
over I doit't k^ow 'what, — and 4^^,.^uite' ia 
ta$teJ' . •' . r - . . 

Ixk this Hdanner^^ ^hey con^iitue^- t^ ea^ess^ 
iJH^in di^fiiAtififactiovi till ihe^ purtftin .drew up ;: after 
wbicb^ their obsexvationsi were vei*y- caapmk. 
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Tbey mad« no allowetn^e for ike. customs 6p 
tren for the language of andtker aonntry^ but 
formed all their toiHM^ks upoti ooaiparkotis^ 
with the English theatre,. 

NotwithBtanAiag ny 'i^xaUoft at 1ia<«^hig bee a 
forced into a parf;^ 'SO Very tlisagreeatbte, and 
that, too, from one ISO sttttch^^-^^yery much the 
(BOirtrary; yet, woifld Aey harrc stiflteried me to« 
listen, I shotfld have forgdtten ervcry- thia^ un- 
pleasant, and 'f^ieiotliitig bdt'ddAight in heaHng. 
the sii^et Toicc ctf iSignor l£ftco, the first 
sidg^r; but they toirmcrnted me trifh continual 
talkiog. 

« M?hat a j jihbwmg tfiey maie !" cried Mr; 

Branghton; "there's no knowmg a word riwy 

say. ft^ay whafs the reason iliey can*i as 'wA 

^ng iu English ?-^btrt T dupposie the foe fo&^ 

would not like it, if they could Vilndefstalid it.'*' 

*^fibiir utmattittil ^eir action is!". said the 
«mt '**i?fiy, umv, who ^evet -savr ati ^n^shtnatr 
^fliimsdlf in such ottt-^df-<he*iray postures?** 

, " For my pajrt/' said Mbs Polly, *' t tKtit 
^*s 'fiiry ptetty, oifly I donH Itiow What it 
^■tieau.''^ 

' "^iiOINl, what does ifcift «%lUfyi}'^ tiri«d heir 
sister -, '^ mayn't one like a thing without beiB|^ 
liom^ ^r6lHltli»?^T^Mi mtfjr We ^a% Miss likes. 
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AgentkHian^ iDoa after, was «o obl^gki^ as u> 
make room in t)i8 ^retU sour for Miss BraD^^iUMi 
and Mt. We had no sooner seated oorsehpes, 
thnft Miss ^^ms^itoii^ exjelasmod^ *' Cood |;m« 
Cioiis! oblj.aee.'^-'Mirhy, PoUj, all tlie peofte 
in the fal »re wMnml hgu, doresscd like any 
AingP 

*'Lord, sothej are," cried Miss Poliy, ^'wcil> 
I iieTer sa'w the likel^-tt'a irartk MDing^ofhe 
opera tf OM saw :noclii]i|; else.'' 
. 1 was then able to distingvisli Ae happy ^artf 
1 ii«a left; and 1 aaw that £.OTid OrvHle Kai 
^aled hmself -next «o Mrs, Mirraii. Sir Cle^* 
ment had bis ejes perpetually cast towards th^ 
£i;t&*sbiti[ing ^kry, wbere I suppose be con-* 
winded that me iiiere sealed; boweTer, tefore tte 
opera was orer, I have veason lo belief^ that 
be ihad discortved mey ibigh >and diataBMas I 'waii 
irain bna : probably lie distnigmbed jne l)y wvf 
headdress. 

At iibe ^«d of the first :ai9t,« the igreen curtain, 
dropped fo^tvpare foir^he daooe, ^diey imagined 
that 4ie *'Ope'Ta m^ dptie, ^atod Mr. llratighiofi 
expressed great indignation that be had been 
m-kfhed tmt of Ms ttfovi^jr whh so 4i^ trouble, 
^' N4a^ ^ *n.ny Engllshtniffi was 'to do sudi an im^ 
pMdmit «Mng lis ttfis,'*. s«id be, ^wby be'^d h^. 
p«lHod;'»^Ht here, iMve-otf these ouiiandfiih gentry 
may do just what be pleases, and eom^'on^ an^ 
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•queak out a song or two, and . then pocket yovr 
moaej without furlher ceremony." 

. However, so determined he was to he dis^ 
sa^tisfiedy that before the condusion of the third 
act, he found- still more fault with' the opera 
fi>r being too long, and wondered whether ^hey 
thought their singing good enough to serre us 
for supper. 

• During the symphony of a song of Signer Mil- 
lico's, in the second act, young ^Mr. Brang|i-« 
ton said, '' It's ray belief, that that fellow's 
going to sing another song ! — ^Why, therels 
nothing but singing-l — I wonder when they'll 
speak." 

-~ This scmg, which was slow and pathetic, 
.caught all my attention, and I leaned my head 
forwai'd to ayoid hearing their observations^ 
that I might Ibten without interruption ^ but,, 
upon turning round, when the song was over,. 
I found that I was the object of general diver- 
sion to the whole party -, for the Miss Branghtons 
were titterings and ,the two gentlemen making 
signs and faces at mex implying their contempt of 
my affectation. 

This discovery determined me to appear as 
inattentive as themselvea^ but I was. very mu^h 
provoked at being dius prevented enjoying the 
only pleasure^ which;^, in such a party, was withia 
my power. 
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"Soy Miss," said Mr. Branghton, '^ you're 
quite in the fasbion, I see ;^— so you like operas? 
well, I'm not so polite; I can't like nonsense^ 
let it be never so much the taste.^ 

'^ But pray^ Miss, said the son, what makes 
that fellow, look so doleful while he's singing?* 

^^ Probably because the character he perlbrmt 
is in distress." 

^^ Why, then, I think he might as well let 
-alone singing, till he's in better cue : it's out of 
all nature for a man to be piping when he's 
in distress. For my part, I never sing but 
when I'm merry ; yet I loye a song as well as 
most people." 

When the curtain dropped, they all re)oiced» 

" How do you like it ? — ^and how do you like 
it?'— passed from one to another with looks 
of the utmost contempt. *' As for me," said 
Mr. Branghton, '' they've caught me once, but 
if ever they do again, III give'em leave to sing 
me to Bedlam for my pains : for such a heap 
of stuff never did I hear*, there isn't one ounce 
ef sens^ in the whole opera, nothing but one 
continued squeaking and sqlialling from begin-* 
ning to end." <. 

" If I had been in the pit," said Madame 
Duval, ^^ I should have liked it vastly, formusi^ 
is my passion; but sitting in such a place a% 
this is quite anheartjile^" 
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Bin Bmtiglitony looking at me, dedafed 
Ibat she was nat fg e H imi ettoogh 10 admire tt. 

Miss PoHy cotifessed, ttmlf if 4hej would hm 
sing English Att sho«M like it peiy tielL 

Tke jbrolher wisked ke cmld raiw a riot in 
the kdiuse, beca«ae then ke might get hift mamty 
agam. 

And finally, thej all agreed, ikat it was 
9non$tnu8. dear. 

IKnring the last datace, I ]»enieiTtd, atandin^ 
Bear the gaUerj^oor, Sir dement WtHoug^y. 
1 was o&treaielj yeied, and woidd ka?e gtyen 
4ke world to kare aYoided being seen hj himz 
mj chief objection was, from the afiprekensm 
that he would hear BiisB BranghtQu caU /me 
cousin, ^-^l lear you will think this IiOlidon 
journey has made <me grow ^ery proud; but 
faideed ^8 family is so low-bred and yolgur, 
Ihilt I should he equatty sfsfaamed of sutb 1^ 
oosmexion in ihe country, or any where : and 
redly I bad already been so much ^agrined 
ihat Sir Glemeut had be^n a witness of Ma- 
dame DuyaTs power orer me^ that I oould not 
bear to be exposed to amy fiirtker moHsficationk 

As the seats cleared, by parties going away^ 
Sir Gleikietii aff{)rt>acked niearer to us; nht Miss 
Braoghtons obserred with sisrprise, what a £a^ 
gentleman was comfe into the gallery, and 4hey 
gave me great reason to eipeot, that they would 
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tndeaVour to attfftcl faiB notice, by &taiiluiritji 
with me, wkenever lie sliould joja us ; and so 
I formed a sort of plan, to preTent anj con* 
TersatioBk I am* afraid jon wiM think it wrong; 
and so I do myself now,-— but, at the tim^, 
I only coneidered how I might avoid immediate 
hamiGation. 

A9 soon as he was within two seats of 09, 
he spoke to me ; *' 1 am very happy, Bliss An-- 
yille, to have Ibund you, for the Ladies helow 
have each an humble attendant, and therefore 
I am come to offer my serviees here." 

^ Why then," cried I, not without hesi- 
tating, " if you please, — I will join them." 

*' Will you attbw me the honor of conduct- 
ing you?* cried he eagerly; and, 'instantly taking 
my hand, he would have marched away with 
me: hut I turned to Madame Duval, and ^aid, 
*' As our party is so large, Madam, if you will 
give me leave, I will go down to Mrs. Mirvan, 
that I may. not crowd you in the coach." 

And then, without waking for an answer, 
I suffered Sit* Clement to hand me -out of the 
galltery. 

Madame l>ttval, I doubt not, wffl be rtrj 
angry, and so I am with myself, now, and 
therefore I cannot he surprised': but Mr. Brangh- 
ton, I am stire, will easily eomf>ft himself^ 
m hovteg escaped ihe aMlional ooath e^^nst 
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«f carrying me to Qaeen-Ami-street : m to his 
daughters, they had no time to speak^ hut I aaw 
they were ia utter amacement.. 

My intention was to join Mrs, Minran, and 
accompany her home. Sit Clement was in high 
spirits and good hulnor^ and, all the way. we 
went, I was fool enough to rejoice in secret 
at the success uf my plan ; nor was it till I got 
down stairs, and amidst the seryants, that any 
difficulty occurred to me of meeting with my 
firiends. 

I then asked Sir Clement how I should con-* 
triTC' to acquaint Mrs. Miryan that I had left 
Madame Duval? 

*^ I fear it will be almost impossible to find 
her/' answered he ; " but you can have no ob* 
jection to permitting me to see you safe home." 

He then desired his serrant, who was waiting, 
to order his chariot to draw up. 

This quite startled me; I turned to him hastily, 
and said that I could not think of going away 
without Mrs. Miryan. 

" But how can we meet with her?' cried hej 
** you will not choose to go into the pit yourself j 
I cannot send a servant 'there; and if is im- 
possible for me to go and leave you alone." 

The truth of this was indisputable^ and to- 
tally silenced me. Yet, as- soon as I could re- 
collect myself, I determined not to go in his 



charioty aitd told bim I belieyed I bad best 

relum to my party upstairs. 

He would not bear of tbis; and earnestly 

intreated me not to witbdraw tbe trust I bad 

reposed in bim. 

Wbile be was speaking, I saw Lord OrviUe, 

witb sereral ladies and gentlemen, coming from 

4be pit , passage : unfortunately, be saw me too, 

and, leaying bis company, adranced instantly 
towards me, and, witb ^an air and Toice x»f 
surprise, said, '' Good God, do I see Miss An- 
ViUe!" ^ 1 

I now most severely felt tbe folly of my plan 
and tbe awkwardness of my situation; boweyer, 

I bastened to tell bim, tboDgb in a besitating 
manner, tbat I was waiting for Mrs. Mirvan: 
but wbat was my disappointment, wben be ac- 
quainted jne tbat sbe was already gone borne I 
I was inexpressibly distressed : to sufifer Lord 
Oryille to tbink me satisfied witb tbe single 
protection of Sir Clement Willougbby, I could 
not bear; yet I was more tban ever ayerse to 
returning to a party wbicb I dreaded bis seeing : 
I stood 'some moments in suspense, and could 
not belp exclaiming, '^ Good beaven, wbat can 
I dbl" . 

^' Wby, my dear M^dam!*' cried Sir Cle- 
ment, ^' sbould you be thus uneasy? — you 
Witt ireacb Qaeea»Ann*stjreet almost as soon as 



Ms%- MirT*ii> mdi afo sore yo& eannoD ^onlit 
being as safe." 

I nttde na ansvier, aod I^nl OmHe then 
Wuif " M}r comK 18 faere^ and mmjr mnfmmU are 
readj to take any commands Mioi AairiUft iritt 
honor ma wHh for them. I shall jocqiself go 
borne m a ohaiv, aod tbteirforft^^" 

Hov gcatefol did I flecl) ibr m p^qpaail so 
eooflidtftiatBt asd nads' w<<b sa misohdalicaejt 
1 should {^mU J have accepted is, had i bean ]pen* 
mitred: but Sit Gkmaiit would not lat faiBt'6?en 
finish his speech; he interrupted him with avi- 
4ent displeasure, and ^aid, ^' My Lord^ my 
owa chariot is. woW al. tbe d<iar.'^ 

And ifust then d^e servanti oa«K» and told 
him the cmriage wm. readj^ Ha begged to 
have the honor of ooitdoeling ma to it, a«d 
would* ha^e taken mfjr hands ^^ ^ draw i* baefc^ 
fayiagt ''I oan't^^I inuL't iada«d! pnaj go^by 
jou£sel£-«--and as to ntf,. lefc m& haive a <diair.'* 

^^ Impossible r* cried ha with vehamattee; 
'^ I cam^ot think of trvsiivg you with steaaiga 
chairxoeni*^! CMiiM>t asisiirar H ta Mrs^ Mirvaii; 
-'-^Qme, dear ModamX laa aball be home im 
five mnNites." 

Again I stood' suspended. Widi what joy 
would I thcsq. haHQ com^romiSfld wath mgr. pride, 
to hare bean ooae morQ with Madame "Omsml 
and the BfMish;oiM^ j^oituM I had. Mi mal 



^iHk Lord' OlrvUle! Haifpey^r, I flatter myst^lf 
tbftt he not only saw^ but pitied mj embar* 
rjaameidy forbo aaid> iit atone of voioe unusvially 
sefiUmed, ^' To offer my servioes in the prtisence 
of Sir demeai WUlQughby would be superiliious ', 
but I hope I need not a«sare Mifis Anviliei bow 
happy iti would make me to be of the least nse 
tD hera" 

I cuirtsied my tbanlui. Sir Clement^ "wiAx great 
earnestness^ pressed me to go; and while I waji 
thus uneasily deliberating what to i]o> the dance> 
I suppose^ finished; for the people crowded 
down stairs. Had Lord Oyville then rc^peated 
hia olfer, I would have accepted it| notwith^ 
standing Sir Clement's repugnaace; but I fancy 
he thought it would ha impertioent. In a Fery 
few minutes I heard Madame DuTal's yoioe^ as 
she descended ^m the gallery. '^ Well/' cried 
1/ hastily, '* if I must gor— " I stopped,, but Sir 
Clement immedialely handed me into his charioti 
called out ^^ Queen«-Aiin-s^et/' and then jumped 
in himself^ Lord Onrilk, widi a bow and a 
half «mile, wffihed mc good night* 

My concern waa «o great, at beiug seen and 
left by Lord Onrille in so strange a situation, 
that 1 diould haViC been beat pleaaed to hav^ re-- 
mained wholly silent during our , ride home ( 
but S^ Clement took cans to prevent that. ' 

He began by mjLkiog mp^y cpmplaints of my 

VOXi. I. H 
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unwillingness to trust myself with him, and 
begged to know what could be the reason ? This 
question so much embarrassed me, that I could 
not tell what to answer, but only said, that I was 
sorry to hare taken op so much of his time. 

" Oh, Miss Anville !" cried he, taking my hand, 
^' if you knew with what transport I would de- 
dicate to you not only the present but all the* 
future time allotted to me, you would not injure 
jne by making such an apology." 

I could not think of a word to say to. this, nor 
to a great many other equally fine speeches with 
which he ran on, though I would fain have 
withdrawn my hand, and made almost continual 
attempts ; bui in vain, for he actually grasped it 
between both his, without any regard to my 
resistance. 

Soon ader, he said that he belieyed the coach- 
man was going, the wrong way, and he called to 
his servant, and gave him directions. Then again 
addressing himself to me, '' How often, how assi- 
duously have I sought an opportunity of speaking 
to you, without the presence of that brute. Cap- 
tain Mirvan ! Fortune has now kindly favored 
me with one, and permit me" again seizing my 
hand, ^' permit me to use it, in telling you that 
I adore you." 

1 was quite thunderstruck at this abrupt and 
unexpected declaration. E!or some moments^ I 
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fros silent ; but when I recovered from my sur- 
prise, I said, " Indeed^ Sir, if you were deter- 
mined to make me repent leaving my own party . 
so foolishly, you have very well succeeded." 

*^ My dearest life !" cried he, '* is it possible 
you can be so cruel ? Can your nature and your 
countenance be so totally opposite ? Can the . 
sweet bloom upon those charming cheeks, which 
appears as much the result of good humor as 
of beauty-^" 

'^ Oh, Sir !" cried I, interrupting him, " this 
is very fine; but I l^ad hoped we had had 
enough of diis sort of conversation at the ri^ 
dotto, and I did not expect you would so soon 
resume it," 

'* "What I then said, my sweet reproacher, was 
the effect of a mistaken, a profane idea, that 
your understanding held no competition with 
your beauty; but now,»— now that I find you 
equally incomparable in both, — all words, all- 
powers of speech, are too feeble -to express the 
admiration 1 feel t>f your excellencies." 

*' Indeed," cried I, " if your thoughts had any 
connexion with your language,^ you would never 
suppose that I could give credit to praise so very 
much above my. dcsjert.'* . 

This speech, which I made yery gravely,! 
occasioned stiU stronger protestittions!^ whiph he. 
continued to pour forth; and. l.Qoi^tinued \(^, 
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diadaim, till I began to wonder that we were 
not in Queen-Ann^treet, and jiegged he would 
desire the coachman to drire faster. 

'^ And does this little momeat/' crkd he, 
*' which is the firet of happiness I have ever 
known,*— does it already appear so rerj. long 
to yon?" 

^^ I am afraid the man has mistaken the 
way/' answered I, ^' or dte we ^onld ere 
now hare been a^ our journey's end: I mvst 
beg you will speak to him.'' 

^^ And can yon ibink me so much my own 
eniemy 7*-4£ my good geniushas inspired, the man 
with a desire of proliNiging my happiness, can 
you e3:pect that I 'should counteract its indvl- 
gencei" 

i now begatt to arppreheiMl that be had him- 
sellf ordered tjie man to go ^ wrong way; and 
I was so much alarmed, at the idea, thai, the 
very instant it occon^d to me, I let down the 
^aes, and made a sudden efEort t^ open the 
chariot-door myaelf, wilih a view of jumping 
into the street; but he caught hold of me, 
exclaiming, ** For heaven's eaJie ! what is the 

matter?' 

i< I — ^i don't know,* cried* I, guite out of 
breath; '^ but I am sure "the man go^a wrosg; 
and, if you will not spealt to hiiu, I ani de- 
termined 1 will get*4>utim}asel£/' x 



** Toa amaze ttie/' answered he, atiU lioMing 
me : "I cannot imagine what you appreheted. 
Sorely yon can hare no doubts of my honor!" 
He drew me towards him as he spoke. I was 
frightened dreadfully, and could hardly say, — 
" No, Sir! no, — ^none at all: only Mrs. Mirvan, 
—I think she will be uneasy." 

" Whence this alarm, my dearest ai^el?— 
What can you fear? — ^my L'fe is at your derotionl 
and can you, then, doubt my protection?' 

And so saying he passionately kissed mj 
hand. 

Neyer in my whole life have I been so ter* 
rified. I broke forcibly from him, .and, put- 
ting my head out of the window, called aloud 
to the mian to stop. Where we then were 
I know not; but I saw not a human being, or 
I should hare called for help. 

Sir Clement, wiAi -great earnestness, endea- 
voured to appease and compose me; ^' If you 
do not -intend to murder me," cried I, '< for 
mercy's — for pky's sake, let me get out!" 

'' Compose your spirits, my dearest Bfe!" cried 
he, " and I will do CTcry thing you Irould 
have me:" and then he called to tfie man him* 
self, and bid him make haste to Qoiwn^Atin-* 
street. '^This stupid fellow," ccmiintted he, 
<^ has certainly mistaken my orders; but I hope 
you are new fully satisfied." 

H S 
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I made no answer, but kept my head at t&e 
window, watching which way . he drove, but 
without any comfort lo' myself, as I was quite 
unacquainted with either the right or the 
wrong. 

Sir Clement now poured forth abundant pro- 
testations of honor and assurances of repeci; 
intreating my pardon for haying offended me, 
and beseeching my good opinion: but I was 
qtLiie silent^ haying too much apprehension to 
make reproaches, and too much anger to speak 
without. 

In this manner we went thivugh seVeral streets^ 
till at last, to my great terror, he suddenly 
ordered the man to stop, and said, '^ Miss An- 
▼lUc, we are now within twenty yards of your 
house; but I cannot bear to part with you, till 
you generously . forgive me for the offence you 
Jiave taken, and promise not to make it known to 
the Mirvans." 

I hesitated between fear and indignation. 

" Your reluctance to speak redoubles my con- 
trition for having displeased you, since it shows 
the reliance I might have on a promise whidi 
you will not give without consideration." 

*' I am very, very much distressed,"' cried I;- 
/^ you ask a promise which you must be sen- 
sible I ovght not to grant and yet dare not 
refuse." 
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" Drive on !" cried he to the coachman ; — 
'' Miss Anville I will not compel you; I i¥iU 
exact no promise^ hut trust wholly to your 
generosity." 

This rather softened me; which adrantage he 
no sooner perceiyed, than he determined to 
ayail himself of; for he flung himself on his 
knees^ and pleaded with so lyiuch suhmissioii, that 
I was really ohliged to forgiye him^ because 
his humiliation made me quite ashamed: and 
after that, he would mot let me rest till I gave 
him my word that I would not complain of him 
to Mrs. Mirvan. 

My own folly and pride, which had put me in 
his power, were pleas which I could not but at- 
tend to [in hid favor : however, I shall take very 
particular care never to be again i^^ne witb 
him. 

When, at last, we arrived at our house, I was 
so' overjoyed, that I should certainly have par- 
doned him then, if I had not before. As he 
handed me up stairs, he scolded his servant 
aloud and very angrily, for having gone so 
much out of the way. Miss Mirvan ran out 
to meet me: — and who should I see behind 
her, but — ^Lord OrviUe! 

All my joy now vanished, and gave place to 
shame and confusion; for I could not endure 
that he should know how long a time Sir Cler 

H 4 



-menc $mA T bad been together^ since I ^as^ not 
at liberty to asaign any reason for it. 

They aXL expreised great satisfiuslion at dMDg 
me^ and said tbey had been extremely cnieaqr 
and surprised ^lat I was so iMg coning home^ 
as they bad heard irom. Lord Gryille that I 
ifasBot with Madame Bnml. Sir denent, in 
an affected passion, said that his booby ot a 
serrant had mistanderttbod bis ordert^ and 'Vria 
• driving ns to ike upper end of Piecadmy: for 
my part, I only colored ; for ihcpngb I wou)d 
not forfeit my word, I yet disdained to oon^- 
firm a tale in which I had myself no belief. 

Lord OrrtUe, with great politeness, congra-- 
-tnlated me that the troubles of the evening bad 
so happily ended, and said that he bad found 
It impossplile to return home before be inquired 
after my safety. 

In a very short time be took leave, and 
iSir Clement followed him. As 4ioon as tbey 
were gone, Mrs. Mirvan, though With great soft*- 
ness, blamed me for having quitted Madame 
DuVat. I es9ur«d her, and witih tt*uib, that ioft 
the future I woirid be move p^udAitt 

The adteAtm^ of llie eyetfittg so <n»tteb dis- 
concerted me, that I oodld not eleop ail nigbt« 
f am under the meet e¥u(4 W|^i|firehenskjkis, lest 
Lord OMlle shodid suppose my being on tbe 
^aUery-sUirs wL«b Sir dement was -a cofieeirted 



/ 



•XVXLZKA. JJf 

sclieme^ and eVen that our contiauing so long 
together in his chariot was with my approha-^ 
tion^ since I did not say a word on the suhject^ 
nor express any dissatisiactioii at the coachman's- 
pretended blunder. 

Yet his coming hither to wait our arriyal^ 
though it seems to inply Aame 4oubt^ show» 
also some anxiety; indeed^ Miss Mirvan says 
that he appeared extremely anxious — nay, uneasy 
and impatient — for mj return ; if I did not fear 
to flatter myself, I shcnaild think k not inipos- 
sdble but ihat he ha4 a ^u^fiiQion of Sir QI9- 
ment'fi 4e$ign^ and was ihevefore comcemed f<9k* 
my safety^ 

What a long letter h liml ho^iretery I oball 
not write many moitt from London, for tbe 
Cttptaln said this incNmifig that he wo«14 ktav« 
low>n on Tuesday next. Afadame Duval will 
dine here to*day, and then she is to he told 
&is mfention^ 

I am very much amazed that alie acoe^tied 
Mrs. Mirvan's imT^tatioo, as she was ia such wrath 
yesterday, i fear that to-day I shall «ayse}f^ 
the principal object of her displeasure; but I 
must submit patiently, for I cannot defend myself* 

Adieu, my dearest iSIr l-^-^hould this letter be 
produc^iiH^ of any oneasineistQ you, nkore than 
ever shall I repent the heeiUess imprudence 
>«hlch it recites. 

H. 5 
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LETTER XX I L 



KVIXJtKA IK COSTFINUATIOK. 



Monday MorDiiig> April i&. 

Mrs. Mihtan has just commanicated to me 
an anecdote^ concermng Lord Oryille^ which 
ha. ««ch surprised,- hdf pleased, «id half 
pained me. 

While the J were sitting together during the 
opera, he told her that he had been greatly con- 
cerned at the impertinence which the young^ 
lady under her protection had suffered frojii 
Mr. Lovel ;--<-but that he] had the pleasure of 
assuring her, she had no future disturbance to> 
apprehend from him. 

Mrs. Mcrran, with great eagemess> begged he 
would explain himself, and 8aid\she hoped he 
had not thought so insigniEcant an affair worthy 
his serious attention. 

" There is nothing/^ answered he, ^^ whic^ 
re<{ufSres more immediate notice ^than imperti- 
nence, for it .ever incroaches when it is tole-> 
rated'\ He then added, that he belieTed he 
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oagbt to apologue for the liberty he had taken 
of interfering ; but that, as he regarded himself 
in the light of a party concerned, from hayiBg 
had die honor of dancing with Miss Anyille, he 
could not possibly reconcile ta himself a patient 
neutrality. 

He then proceeded to tell her, that he had 
waited upon Mr. LotcI the morning after the 
play; that the yisit had proved an amicable 
one^ but the particulars were neither entertain- 
mg nor necessary; he only assured her^ Miss 
AnyiUe might be perfectly easy ; since Mr. Lovel 
had engaged his honor never more to mention, 
or even to hint at^ what had passed at Mrs. Stan- 
ley's assembly .^ 

Mrs. Mirvan expressed her satisfaction at this 
conclusion, and thanked him for his polite atten- 
tion to her young friend. 

" It would be needless/' said he, *' to re- 
quest that this afiair may never transpire, since 
Mrs. Miryan cannot but see the necessity of keep-i 
ing it inviolably secret; but I thought it in^ 
cumbent upon me, as the young lady is under 
your protection, to assure both you and her of 
Mr. Loyel's future respect." 

Had I known of this yisit previous to Lord 
Oryille's making it, what dreadful uneasiness 
Vk'ould it have cost me I Yet that he should so 
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«niich interest himself, in securing; me €totxt of- 
lence, giyes me, I nrast >>wny am mtemal plea- 
sore, greater than I can express ; fcrr I ^ped 
he had too contemptnons an opinion <if me to take 
4Bny troahle upon my aecount: thangh, ni^ter M^ 
this interference might rather he to satisfy faii^ 
ewn delicacy than from Ibinking well of me. 

But bow cool, how qniet • is tnie eovraget 
Who, from seeing Lord Orvilfe at the play^ 
would have imagined his resentment wodid haye 
hazarded his life ! yet his displeftsnre was evir- 
dent, though his real brarery and hts politeness: 
■equally guarded liim from entering walo any 
'discussion in onr presence* 

Madame Duval, as I expected, was most tei*<-- 
rihly angry yesterday; she scolded me for I 
lielieTe two hcrtirs, on account of having hft 
her, and protested she had been so mnch sur- 
piised at my going, without giving her time to- 
answer, tfiat she hardly knew whether she wa» 
awake or asleep; hut she assured me that i€ 
.ever I did so again, she would never more take 
me into public; and she expressed an equal de- 
-gree of displeasure against Sir Clement, because 
he had not even spoken to her, and because he 
was always of the 'Captain's side in an argu- 
ment. The Captain, as bound in honor, warmly 
defended him; and then followed a dispute iik 
the usual style. 



After dinner, Mrs. Mirvati introduced the 
-stAjetrt «f our leatiag LoitdoB. Madame Duval 
said ^c ^otild stay a month or two longer. 
The Captain told her she was welcome, h«* 
that he and his family diotild go into the coun- 
try on Tuesday mormng. 

A most diistagreeable scene followed; Ma*- 
dame Duyal insisted ufMm keeping me with her; 
l)ttt Mrs. Mirv^au said, that m I was actually 
engaged on a yisit to lady Howard, who had 
only consented to my leaTing her for a few* days', 
she could not llhink of retunung without me. 

Perhaps, if the Captain had not interfered, the 
goodhreeding and mildness of Mrs. Miryan might 
haye had some effect upon Madame * Duyal ^ but 
he passes no opportunity of proyoking her, and 
therefore made so many gross, and rude speeches, 
all of which she retorted, that, in conclusion, 
she yowed she would sooner go lo law in right 
of her relationship, than that I should he taken 
away from her. 

I heard tliis acc€«nt from Mrs^ Miryati, whu 
was so kindly considerate as to give me a pretence 
for qnitting the room, as soon as this dispute 
liiegaR y lest Madame Ihrral ^ould refer t«^ me>. 
and insist on my obedk&ce. - - ' > 

The final result ^ the conyerfiatfott was, (lhat>, 
to soften matters for the present, Madame Duval 
'dibuld make one id the party ^r -HowarJt 
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LETTER XXIII, 



XTXLIKA IN OOimNUATIOK. 

[Qaeen-Ana-Street, Tuesday, April tg. 

THERE IS sonefbmg to me kalf melancholy^ 
in writing an acooant of our knl adTentares in 
London; howefer, as this day is cneMlj appro- 
priated to packing, and preparations fer oar 
jonrney, and as I shall ^lortly bare no more 
adVentures to writef^ I think I may as well com- 
plete my town journal at onoe. And^ when yoa 
hare it all together^ I hope^ my dear Sir^ you 
will send me your observations and thoughts upon 
it to Howard 'GroTe. 

About eight o'clock we went to the Pantheon. 
I was extremely struck with the beauty of the 
building, which greatly surpassed whatever i 
could have expected or imagined. Tet, it has 
more the appearance of a chapel^ ihan of a place 
of diversion ; and, though I was quite charmed 
with the magnifleence of the room, I felt that 
I could not be as ^gay and thoughtless there as 
at-^Ranelagh^ for there is somethmg in it wbicb 
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ralli<>r icisptires awe and solemnitj than mirili 
a<id pleasure: howcyer, perhaps it may only 
have this effect upon such a noTiee as myself. 

I shottld hare said^ that our party consisted 
only of Gsiptain^ Mrs. and Miss Mirvan, as Sia- 
dame Doral spent the day in the eity : — which 
I own I conld not lament. 

There was a great deal of company ; hut the 
fir^t person we saw was Sir Clement "WiUoughhy* 
He addressed us with his usual ease, and joined 
us for the whole eyening. I felt myself reiy 
uneasy in his presence ; for I cpuld not look at 
him, nor hear him speak, without recollecting 
the chariot adyenture ^ hut to my great amaze- 
ment, I ohseryed that he looked at m« without 
the least apparent discomposure, though certainly 
he ought not to think of his behaviour without 
blushing. I really wish I had not forgiyen bim^ 
and then he could not haye yentured to speak to 
me any more. 

Theresas an exceeding good concert, but too 
much talking to hear it well. Indeed, I am quite 
astonished to find how little music is attended to 
in silence ; for, though eyery body seems to ad- 
mire, hardly any body listens. 

We did not see Lord Oryille, tiH we went into 
the tea-reom; which is large, low, and' under 
ground, and seryes merely as a fo3 to the apart- 
ments aboye : he then sat next to us ; he seemed 



to belong to a large party/ cliiefly of ladies; 
but, among the gentlemen attending them, I per- 
ceired Mr. Lorel. 

I was extremely irresolute whether or not 
I ought to make any acknowledgments to Lord 
Oryille for his generous conduct in securing 
me from the future impertinence of that man; 
and I thought, that as he had seemed to allow 
Mrs. Mirvan to acquaint me, though no one 
else, of the measures which he had taken, he 
might, perhaps, suppose me ungrateful if silent: 
however, I might hare spared myself the trouble 
of deliberating, as I never once had the shadow 
of an opportunity of speaking unheard by Sir 
Clement; on the contrary, he was so ex- 
eeedingly officious and forward, that I could 
not say a word to any body, but instantly he 
bent his head forward, with an air of profound 
attention, as if 1 had addressed myself wholly 
to him : and yet I never once looked at him, 
and would not have spoken to him on any 
account. 

Indeed^ Mrs. Mirvan herself, though unac- 
quainted with the behaviour of Sir CleoE^ent 
after the opera, says it is not right for a young 
woman to be seen so frequently in public with 
the same gentleman; and, -if our stay in town 
was to be. lengthened, she would endeavour to 
represent to the Captain the impropriety of 
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allowing bis constant attendance ; for Sir Gle^ 
ment, with all his easirtess^ could not be so 
eternally of oar parties^ if the Captain was less 
fond of his company. 

At the same table with' Lord Oryille, sat a 
gentleman^-^I call him so onlj because lie tpas 
at the same table^ — who^ almost from the mo- 
ment I was seated, fixed his eyes stedfastly on 
my face, and never once removed them to aniy 
other object during tea-time, notwithstanding 
my dislike of his staring, must, I am sure, have 
been very evident. I was quite surprised that 
a man^ whose boldness was so o£Pensive, could 
have gained admission into a party of which 
Lord Orville made one ; for I naturally coA- 
i^luded him to be some lowbred and uneducated 
man; and I thought my idea was indubitably 
confirmed, when 1 heard him say to Sir Cle- 
ment Willoughby, in an audible whisper, — which 
is a mode of speech very .distressing and disa- 
greeable to bystanders, — *fFor heaven's sake! 
Willoughby, who is that lovely creature?" 

But what was my amazement, when, listening 
attentively for the answer, though my head was 
turned another away, I heard Sir . Clement say, 
^^ I am sorry I cannot inform your Lordships 
but I am ignorant myself." 

Lordship! — how extraordinary ! that a nohh-' 
man^ accustomed^ in all probability, to the first 
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rank of company in the kkigdomy from his 
earliest infancj, can possiUj be deficieni in 
good metnners, hcmerer hvlij in morals and 
principles ! Eyen Sir Clement WiUcmghbj ap- 
peared modest in compariaon with tkis person. 
During tea^ a conversation was conuneneed 
upon the times, fiiahions, and public |tlaces, in 
which the company of both tables joiaed. It 
began bj Sir Clement's inqwring of Miss Mirvan, 
and of me^ if the Panlkecm bad answered our 
expectations. 

We both readily agreed that it had greatly 
exceeded them. 

*' Aye, to be sure !" said the Captain, " wby, you 
don't suppose they'd confess they didn't like it^ 
do you? Whateyer's the fsishion, they must like 
of course ;-^or else, I'd he bound for it, they'd 
own that tl^ere nerer was such a dull place as 
this here inyented.'* 

''And has, then, this building," said Lord 
Onrille, ''no merit that may serye to lessen 
your censure? Will not your eye. Sir, speak 
aomething in its feyor ?' ' 

<'£ye!" cried the Lord, I don't know his 
name, "and is there any eye hei^, that can 
find pleasure in looking at 4ead iyalls or statues, 
when such heayenly Kying obfects as I ndw see 
demand all their admiration?^' 
"Oh, certainly 1" said LordOryille, "the life- 



less symmetry of architecture^ howerer beautiful 
the design and proportion, no man would be so 
mad as to put in competition with the animated 
charms of nature : but wben^ as to-night^ the 
eye may be regaled at the same time, and in 
one yiew^ with aU the excellence of art and 
all the perfection of natiure, I cannot thinlL that 
either suffer by being seen together." 

'^ I grant, my Lord/' said Sir Clement, *' that 
the cool eye of unimpassioned philosophy may 
Tiew both with (^qual attention, and equal 
safety; but, where the heart is not so well 
guarded^ it is apt to interfere, and render, even 
to the eye, all objects but one inaipid and unin- 
teresUng.'* 

'*Aye, aye!" cried the Captain, ''you may 
talk what you will of your eye here and your 
eye there, and, for the matter of that, to be 
sure you have two, — but we all know they both 
squint one way." 

" Far be it from me," said Lord Orville, '' to 
dispute Uie magnetic power of beauty, which 
irresistibly draws and attracts whatever has soul 
and sfrmpathy : and I am happy to adknowledge, 
that, though we have now no gods to occupy 
a m«nsion professedly built for thent^ yet we 
have secured their beiter halites, for we have' 
goddpsass to whom we all mo^t wilUngly bow 
down." 
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And then^ with a very droll air^ he made a 
profound reverence to the ladies. 

'* They'd need be goddesses^ with a Ten- 
geance!" said the Captain^ '^ for they're mortal 
dear to look at! howsomeyer, I should be glad 
€0 know what you can see, in e'er a face among 
them, that's worth half a guinea for the sight." 

'^ Haifa guinea!" exclaimed that same Lord, 
'' I would giye half I am worth, for a sight of 
only one, proyided I make my own choice : and, 
prithee, how can money be better employed, than 
in the senrice of fine women ?" 

'^ If the ladies of his own party can pardon 
the Captain's speech," said Sir Clement, '' I. 
think he has a fair claim to the forgiyeness of 
ail." 

^' Then you depend yery much, as I doubt 
not but you may," said Lord Oryille, ^' upon the 
general sweetness of the sex; — ^but, as to the 
ladies of the Captain's party, they may easily 
piardon, for they cannot Be hurt." 

*^ But they must haye a devilish good cokiceit 
of themselyes, though," said the Captain, ^^ to 
belieye all that! howsomever, whether or no, 
1/ should be glad to 'be told by - sdme of you, 
who seem to be knbwing in them things, what 
kind of diversion can be found ih such a place 
as this here, for- one v^ho has had, lodg ago, his 
full of face-hunting?" 
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Every body laughed, but nobody spoke. 

*' "Why, look you there now!" continued the 
Captain, '^you're all at a dead stand! — not a 
man among you can answer that there question. 
Why, then^ I must make bold to conclude, that 
you all come here for no manner of purpose 
but to stare at one another's pretty faces; — -though, 
for the matter of that, half of 'em are plaguy ugly , 
: — and, as to t'other half, — I believe it's none of 
God's manufactory." 

*^ What the ladies may come hither for. Sir," 
ssdd Mr. Lovel, stroking his ruffles, and looking 
down, ^^ it would ill become us to determine; 
but as to we men, doubtless we can have no 
other view than to admire them." 

" If I been't mistaken," cried the Captain, look- 
ing earnestly in his face, '^ you are that same 
person we saw at Lore for Love t'other night, 
been't you?" 

Mr. Lovel bowed. 

'' Why then, Gentlemen," continued he, with 
a loud laugh, '^ I must tell you a most excellent 
good joke ; — ^when all was over, as sure as you're* 
alive, he asked what .the play was!. Qa, ha, ha!" 

"Sir," said Mr. Lovel, coloring, " if you were- 
as much used to a town life as I am,'— -whioh, 
I presume^ is not precisely the case, — I fancy, 
you "^ould not find so much diversion from, a 
circumstance so common." 



*^ Common! what^ is it common?" repealed 
tbe Captain^ ''why, then, 'fore George! such chaps 
are more fit to be sent to school^ and well dis^ 
ciplined with a cat o' nine tails, than to poke 
their heads into a playhouse* Why, a play is 
tha only thing left> now-a-daya, that ha^ a grain 
of sense in it ; for as to aU the rest of your public 
places, d'ye see i if they were all put together, 
I wouldn't giTe that for '«m !"-^aApping his 
fingers. '' And now we're talking of them sort 
of things, there's your operaSi — I should like to 
k|u>w, now, what any of you can find to say 

f^r thorn." 

Lcnrd Oryille, who was most able to have an- 
swered, seemed \^y no n^i^m to think the Captain 
worthy an argument upon a subject, concerning 
wbiob he had neither knowledge nor feeling; 
bMt, Uimiog to us» he saidj '' The ladies are 
silent, and we seem to haye engrossed the con- 
Tersation to ourselyes, in which we are mnch 
more onir own enemies than theirs;" — but, 
addnetting bi«asftlf to Miss AUwan a^nd me, 
*^ I ao» m0H desiirovs to hear tbe opinions of these 
young kdiesy to wb<Hn all pj^Uic-pUces must, 
«0 yet, be new.'* 

We both, and with e^geimess, declared that 
we had receiv^ed as miich, if nQt.more pleasure, 
at the opera than any wbei*e : but we had better 
haye been silent) for the jQflipUW^ qwte displea^ed^ 
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said) ^^ Wbat Bignifies asking them girls? Do you 
thiak they know their own ihinds yet ? A.sk Vm 
after any thing that's called diyersion, and you're 
aure they'll say it's vastly fine 5 — ^they are a set 
of parrots^ and speak hy rote^ for they all say 
the same thing : but ads. 'em how they like making 
puddings <and pies, and I'll warrant you'll posfe 
^em. As to them operas^ I desire 1 may hear' 
no more of their liking such nonsense ^ and foi* 
yoU) Moll/' to his daughter, '^ I charge you, as 
you yalue my favor, that you!ll never. again be 
so impertinent as to have a taste oi your own 
before my face. There are fools enough in the 
world, without your addiifg to their number, 
m have no daughter of mine dffect them 6ort qf 
megrims. It is a shame they a'n't piiit dpwn ; 
and if I'd my will, there's not a magistrate in 
this town, but should be kudckcd of the head 
for buffering thl^m. If you've a mind to praise 
any thing, why you may praise « play,, and wel- 
ci»me, for I like i^ myself." 

This reproof effectually sileneed us both for 
ihe rest of the evening. I9ay, iodeed, fpr some 
<minutes it seemed to silence everybody else ^ till 
Mr. Lovel, not trilli]% to .lose an, ppportunity of 
retiH'ning the Captain's $ar^fifm, said, . " Why, 
really Sir, it m but natural to be most pleased 
with what is most familiar, and, I think of all 
our diversions^ there is not baie so much in 
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common between us and the country, as a plajr. 
liot a Tillage but bas its barns and comedians; 
and as for libe stage business, wbj it may be 
pretty equally -done any wbere ; and even in 
regard to us> and the canaille, confined as we 
nli are within the semieirelev of a theatre, there 
is no place where the distinction is less ob- 



vicwfts." ^ 



Wliile the Captain seemed considering for 
Mr. Lorel^s meanings, Lord Orville, probably with 
a view to preyent his finding it, changed the 
9i»bje<>t tp Cox's Museum, and asked what he 
thouglit of it? 

<* Think !'?— said he, " why I'think as how it 
i-n'l worth thinking about; I like nonsuch jem» 
cvHlc^: it'is oidy fit, in my mind, for nionkeys; 
th6^gh/fer aught ik^ow, they too might turn 
up theM^ nofees at It." ' 

** May we ask your {joirdship's own opinion ?" 

said ^rs. MiWan. 

*' The mechanism," answered he, *^ is won* 
derfully ingonibus: I am sorry it is turned to 
no better aecdunt; but its purport is so frivo- 
lous, so very feimote from all ^im at instruction 
or utility; that»ith6 si^ht of 'sb- Cife a show only 
leaves a regret On the mind, ^bat so much work, 
and so much -ingehiiityy should not be better 
bestowed." • 
. /' The truth is/' said the Captain^ '^ that ia 
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«U thkbiugie XQwn, so full as it as of folks of ail 
«or^, tbare i'tt't so viiich as ooe public place,' 
besides Hke p)ay bopse^ wbere a man^ tbat's to 
say^ a man wbo is a maD, ougbt uot to be. 
. ashamed to «bQw bis £ace. T'otber day tb^y got 
me ip a ridotfo; bait ,1 belieTC it -will be long 
enougb before tbey get me to another. I knei/r 
no ngwMV what to do with myself, than if my 
^Mp's compafl^y bad been metamorphosed into 
Frenchmen. Then, Ag^ju, there's your famou^ 
Raoelagb^ that ydu make s«ch > fuss about — ^why 
-vhjit adull ]^Qe is that! — it's the worst of all.'* 
'' RawUgh dwU r-^'' Ranel'agb dull!" v?a» 
echoed from. mouth to mouth : and all the ]adies, 
as if of one accoi'd; regarded the Gaptaia with 
looks of the most ironical contempt. 

. " As to Eanelagh/^ said Mr. Lovel, '' most 
indubitably^ though the price is plebeian^ it is 
by no means adapted to the plebeian taste. It 
requires a certain acquaintance with high life,, 
and — and— and sometbtpg of — of-*- something 
d'un vrai ^odt, to be really sensible of its merit. 
Those whose — ^wbose connexions^ ^d so forth, 
axe not among les gens comme it faut, can feel 
nothing but ennui at such a place as Ranelagh." 
« Ranekgh!** cried Lord — , « Oh, 'tis tbe 
dWinest place under heaven, — or indeed, — for 

aught I know ^" 

^* Oh, you creature!*' — cried a pretty but 
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affected young ladj, patting him witk her fan, 
<' yon shaVt talk so; I know what you are 
goingtosaj; but; positiTelj, I wont't sit by you, 
if you're so wicked.^ 

" And how can one sit by yon, and be good ?' 
said he, ^ when only to look at you is enough 
to make one wicked-— or wish to be so ?" 

" Fie, my Lord !" returned she, " you are 
really insufferable. I don't think I shall speak 
to you again these seren years." 

^'Wliat a metamorphosis," cried Lord OnriUe, 
should you make a patriarch of his Lordship!'* 
Seren years!" said he, '^ dear Madam! he 
contented with telling me you will not speak to 
me after seven years, and I will endeavour to 
submit." 

" Oh, very well ! my Lord," answered she, " pray 
date the end of our speaking to each other as 
early as you please. 111 promise to agree to your 
time." 

'^ You know, dear Madam," said he, sipping 

his tea, ^' you know I only live in your sight.'* 

^^ O yes, my Lord! I have long known that. 

But I begin to fear we shall be too late for 

Ranelagh this eyening." ^ 

[' O no. Madam !" said Mr. Lovel, looking at 
his watch^ ''it is but just past ten." 

** No more!" cried she ^ *' Oh, then, we shall 
do very well." 
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, Allxtlie ladies now started up, and declared 
they had no time to lose. 

" Why, what the devH !" cried the Captain, 
leaning forward with hoth his arms on the table, 
/' are you going to Eanelagh at this time of 
night r 

The ladies looked at one another, and smiled. 

" To Ranelagh?" cried Lord — , " Yes, and 
I hope you are going too^ for we cannot possibly 
excuse these ladies." 

« I go to Ranelagh ?— if I do, I'll he ." 

Every body new stood up, and the stranger 
Lord, <;oming round to me^ said, *^You go, I 
hope?" 

" No, my Lord ! I belieTe not." 

" Oh, you cannot — ^must not be so barbarous." 
And he took my hand and ran on, saying such 
fine speeches and compliments, that I might 
almost have supposed myself a goddess, and him 
a, ps^an, paying, me adoration. As soon as I 
possibly could, I drew back my hand; but he 
frequently^ in the course of conversation, con- 
trived to take it again, though it was extremely 
disagreeable to me; and the more so, as I saw 
that Lord Orville had his eyes fixed upon ua 
with a gravity of attention that made me uneasy. 

And, surely, 'my dear Sir! it was a great 
liberty in this Lord; notwithstanding his rank^ 
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lo treat me so tteely. As to Sir Clemeiit^ he 
seemed in misery. 

They all endeayoure^ to prevail with "the 
Captain to join the Kanelagh party; amd this 
Lord told me, in a low voiee, that ^^ §4>asicaT^ 
ing his, heart out lo go without me. 

During this conyersation, Ml*. t/Orel' came 
forward, and assuming a look of surprise, made 
me a Bow, and inquired how t did, protesting^ 
upon his honor, tht^t he bad not seen me before, 
or would sooner have pai j his respects to me. 

Though his politeness , was eyidently con- 
strained, yet I was yery glad t<o be thus as- 
sured of haying nothing ipore to fear from him. 
. The Captain, far from listening to their per- 
suasions of accompanying them tp Ranelagh, 
was quite in a passion at the proposal, and' 
yowed he would sooner go to the Btach hote 
m Calcutta.^ 

" But," said tord — , ^" '\£xH ladies WiB( take 
their tea at Ranelagh, you may d^epend upon 
our seeing them safe home; for we shall all 
be proud of the honor of attending them.** 

" May be so!" 4Jaid ^he Captain: " but m 
tell jou what, if one of these places been't 
enough for them^ to night, why to-morrow 
they shall go to ne'er a one." . 

We instantly declared ourselyes Very ready 
to go home. 
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" It is not for yourselves that we petition,'* 
said Lord — , but for »«; if you have any char 
ri-ly, you will not be so cruel as to- <Jeny us; 
wc only beg you to prolong our happiness for a 
few minutes, — the fuTor is but a small one for 
you to grant, though so great a one for us t» 



receive." 



"• To tell you a piece of my mind,'* said the 
Captain, surlily, *' I think you might as well 
not give the girls so much of this palaver: they'll 
. take it aH for gospel. As to Moll, vrhy she's 
well enough^ but nothing extraordinary, though, 
perhaps, yon may persuade her that her png- 
nose is all the fashion: atid as to the other, 
why she's good white and red to be sure ; but 
what of that? — ^I'll warrant she'll moulder away 
as fast as her neighbours."' 

** Is there," cried Lord — , " another man in 
this place, whoj^ seeing such objects^ could make 
such a speech?" 

'** As to that there," returned the Captain^ 
" I don't know whether there be or no^ and, to 
* make free, I don't care ; for I sha'n't go for 
to model myself by any of these fair-weather 
chap9, who dare not so much as say their souls 
are their own, — and, for* aught I know, no 
more they been't. I'm almost as much ashamed 
of my countrymen, as if I was a Frenchman $ 
and I believe in my heart there i'n't rpin to 
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choose between tlkem; and, before loh^, we- 
shall hear die yery sailors talking that lingo, and 
9ec never a swabber without a bag and a sworcf.'' 

" He, he, he! — well, *pon honor!" cried 
Mr. Lovel, ^^ yon gentlemen of the ocean haT« 
a most severe way of judging." 

** Severe! 'fore George! that is impossible; 
for, to cut the matter short, the men, as thej 
call themselves, are no better than monkeys; 
and as to the women, why, they are mere doUs. 
So now you've got my opinion of this subject; 
and so I wish you good night." 

The ladies, who were very impatient to be 
gone, made their curtsies and tripped away, 
followed by all the gentlemen of their party, 
except the Lord I have before mentioned and 
Lord Orville, who staid to make inquiries of 
Mrs. Mirvan concerning our leaving town^ and 
then saying, with his usual politeness, some- 
thing civil to each of us, with a very grave 
air, he quitted us. 

Lord — remained some minutes longer, which 
lie spent in making a profusion of compliments « 
to me, by whicli he prevented my hearing dis- 
tinctly what Lord Orville said, to jny great 
Vexation, especially as he looked — I thought so, 
at least, — as if displeased at his particularity of 
behaviour to me. 
In going to an outward room, to wait for 
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the carriage, T walked^ aad ceuld xk>C possibly 
aToid it, between tbia nobleman and Sir Clement 
Willoagbby^ and, when tbe servant said the 
coach stopped the way, though the latter of--* 
fered me his hand^ which I sbould nuich have 
preferred, this same Lord,, without any cere* 
monj took mine himself; and Sir Glemei^, with 
a look extremely provoked^ condncted Mrs. "Mxc-^ 
Tan. 

In all ranks and aQ stations of life, how 
strangely do characters and manners differ! 
Lord Orville,. with a politeness which knows no 
ii:ltermission and makes no distinction, is aa 
unassuming and modest, as if he had never 
mixed with the great, and was totally igno* 
rant of every . qualification he possesses ; this 
4»ther Lord, thoYigb lavish of compliments and 
fine speeches, seems to me an entire stranger 
to real goodbreeding ; whoever strikes his fancy, 
engrosses hiis whole attention; he is forward 
and bold, has an air of haughtiness towards 
men, and a look of libertinism, towards women; 
and his . conscious quality seems to have given 
bin^ a freedom in his Way of speaking, to either 
sex, that is very little sbort of rudeness. 

When we returned home, we were all low- 
Spirited; ther evening^ entertainment had dis- 
pleased the Captain; and hij} displeasure,'! be-^ 

Meve^ disconcerted us all^ 
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And here I tliou^'t to have coDcIuded mj 
ielter^ Lut, to'taj great stirprise, jiist now we 
liad a virft froni Lord Onriile. Hft catted, he 
said, to pay his respects to u^ heiibre '^e left 
town, and made mlaiij in^uWci cdncermng our 
return ; and, when Mrs. Mifvah told him we 
were going into th^' country without any view 
of again quitting it^ he expYessed^ fais co^icerh 
in such terms — so polite, so flattering, so serious 
— that I could hardiy fbrhear heing sorry my- ' 
self. Were I to go immediately lo Berry Hill, 
T am sure I should feel nothing biit joy; — 
But, now we are joined by this Captain atid by 
Madame Duval, I must own I expect tery little 
pleasure at Howard Qrove.* 

Before Lord Orville w€uit, Sir Clement Wil'- 
loctghhy called. He was niore graVe than I ha4 
ever seen him. and made several . attempts to 
speak to inq in a low v^^c^? ^i^d to, assure me 
lU^t hU regret upon the occasion of our journey 
was enlireiy upon my acpQunt: ifut f. was no^t 
in spirits, ^and could no^ hear to be teiite^ by 
him; however, he has so' well pqlid his couijt 
to Captain Mirvan, that he gave^ hinji a very 
h/jarty invitation to the Grove. At this,, he 
brightened— and, just then, Lord Oyville took 
leave. 

No doubt but he . was disgusted at Xbis ill- 
limed, iljjjved partiality j — ^for, surely, it wa« 



▼erf wrong to make an invitation before Lord 
Orville^ in which he was not included! I was 
so much chagrined^ that^ as soon as he went^ 
I led the roomj and I^hallnot ga« down stairs 
till Sir Clement is gone. 

Lord Oryille cannot but observe his assrduous 
endeavours to ingratiate biniaielf ialo my favor ; 
and does not this extravagant civility of Captain' 
Mirvan give him reason to suppose that it 
m^i^ts with oiir general approbation ? I cannot 
think upon; this subject -^'ukoulU . m^-sf^ts^le 
imefisiaess; — and yet^ JL «an thiiilL o€ Bathing 

Adieu, mj desirestSirl Pm^ write: to meim« 
mediately. How Bi^^y Wg letter i^at this ^itfe 
Abort foftiiig)Ut produced] ]^Qre thAU I. pay^ 
probably^ evev write again: I £3ar I shfrU ba^ya 
tired you with r^ading^ ikfim-^ bM y^« wiUln^w 
have time to rest^ for I shall fij^ but Uttk to 
fi?y infutui^. 

.. And now^ most honored $iv,l witb «4 ift 
foHies and imperfbctions t^bieh t haipe thus 
laith^y r«eo/u|ted, G«Bi J9m^ avet widtt nnaJofated 
ilu^aejsoip suffer me ta ^O) in;a($lf»« lU i.v 

Y^ur dutiful ..:., 

• '^ ' ' '- > 

and most aQ^ctionate 
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LETTER XXIV. 



MR. YUOmMBB VO SVBUNl.. 



Berry HilF^ April 33w 

HOW nnclk A> I rejoice tbat I c^n agam 
addcesB my letters lo Howard GroTe F Mj Eye- 
lina would haye grieyed^ had she known the 
anxiety of my mind during her residence uk 
the great world- My apprehen^ons haye been, 
inexpressibly alanuiag; and your jouma]*^ at 
once exciting and relieying my fears^ bus almost 
wholly oceupiefd me since tihe time of your dating^ 
it from London. 

^Sir Clement WiUougbby must - be an artful 
oiisigmng man; I am ejiEtremely irritated at hiji: 
^conduct. The passion he pretends for you baa. 
neither sincerity n^r honor ; the manner and 
the opportunities be has chosen to declare it 
are bordering upon insults 

His unworthy behaviour^ after tlxe opera con<- 
yinces me^ that^ — had not your yehemence 
frightened him, — Queen- Ann-street would haye 
been the last place whither he would bayr 
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ordered his cbariot. O my child ! how thankful 
am I for your escape ! I need not now^ 1 am 
sure, enlarge upon your indiscretion and want 
of thought^ in so hastily trusting yourself with 
a man so little known to you, and whose'gaiety 
and flightiness should have put you on your 
guard. 

The nobleman you met at the Pantheon, bold 
and forward as you describe him to be, giyes 
me no apprehension; a man who appears so 
openly licentious, and who makes his attack 
with so little regard to decorum, is One^ who^ 
to a mind such as my Evelina's, can never be 
seen but with the disgust which his manners 
ought to excite. 

But Sir Clement, though he seeks occasion to 
give real offence, contrives to avoid all ap- 
pearance of intentional evil. He is far more 
dangerous, because, more artful; but I -am 
Jbappy to observe, that, he seems to have niade 
no impresfton upon your heart ; ' and, Uiere^ 
fore, a very little, cave and prud«iikce may seeure 
.you from those designs which- I jfbar he 'baft 
formed., ...<!. 

Lord Orville appelirs to.he of a Jietter order 
,o£ beijags. Bis spirited oondijiQt to the. meanly 
impertinent Iiovel, Bfki his anxiety loir youjifteir 
the opera, prove him to be a man of sens^ 
and of &diin[g. Donfatlesa, he , dumght these 
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.was ndvch reasom to tremble for jour satelff^ 
wbile exposed to the pbiver^ Sir dement) and 
he acted with ft regard to TtdA ^ honor thaft 
will always iiu^line aie to think well of him, in 
80 ' imaaediatel J aofKCtioti^^ the Mirraa family 
with your, eituatioci. Many me* of tiiis age^,. 
from a false and pretended delicacy to a ^iend, 
"v^KMild hate ipncddy pofmitf^ ikteir owH affairs, 
afHl thov^ift k nMNre honorarbli^ to^ leare an 
•uniiijapeclin^ youBg creature to the.merey of a 
Jiberftine, thm. to- riaL his disjdeaiSure by taking 
meaisu/m far hef aecwity. 

. . TowT' evident •conoejm, m, leat^ag Lendoik, h 
merj natiirdl ^ aoid ^ec it afllicts nse. I ever 
dreaded your being too much - pleased with a 
lifet. 0£ diBsipatioay' whieh" youth and Trraeit}^ 
v^dear hiiil ^toa ialhiriiig'; and I almost regrdi 
tfatt iconieMi fiocf your jotumey*, which I^ had not 
ihe tesaihitiaii.tbiwitMiold.-' •' ^ ' 
rvltjyas^vmy child! the ai^icysnes^ «f yom* natid^ 
•«tidilhe,$]nplifC:hy :M-c]W9' le^^ alike un^ 

{ye» ,fo^filJkieth»]my; paths* lof" the gritatand bpsy 
ardrUi (Tfie BuppMNJed ^b^eruiKty ot your Mrth 
and situation makes you liable to a thotisand 
'xlibi^rQealstt «dveAilJir^.'-'(||^jOnly myTi^ws^Wt 
pafKha^^^s£9^ |jpii«b'#atim ltfe> have ever een-^ 
lciiodi«i, thii «|tavtry.> ' Shall I own ^ you] tbat^ 
'hierwef^ li amy: diflbr< from ' Captain nfirran in 
fitU^ te^featik, ydt i^^-bptnitn -^ jbe tcrwn^ it» 



manners^ iababitants, and diversions^ is much 
upon a level "with his own? Indeed it is the 
general harbor of fraud and of foUy, of dupli- 
city and of impertinence j and I wish few things 
more fervently, than that you may have taken 
a lasting leave of it. 

Remaaobei*) 'howevtV; 'that I osdy speak in 
regard to a public and dissipated life ; in private 
families, we may doubtless find as much good- 
ness, honesty, and virtue, in London as in the 
couHiryi • > . ' ' . 

II oantented wkh ' a vetircdi ttatiott, I stiB 
bopel siliaiU liv^'^b gee my EireliiKa theoviiaiBeiit 
of^ her n^hitourbodd, Atui tfae^ jm^e and deKght 
of h^ Ramify': giving and receii^mg jciy £k*oifi 
-such society as 'may best- dese¥v% hor fiSecAon,. 
iifad' emptoyh^g herself in soeh useFftd' and: iniMii*^ 
'€ent ocetipsitiens as may secure and merit th^ 
tendered love of Iwr fH^nds awft the .worthies*, 
satisfaction' €^r h^r <Jwn heart: - . » ' » 

i^ticil^'are my hopJBS>' dtfd sudi haifd heettmy 
«!ipecialions? l>isa|ipoiht thenj ^ ftot/ fifty boHxvefl 
^hMI'btit ch^^p tiae WMi''a fei^diffee^, tllraiil^iiMgr 
iasduri^ me this one shdrvfertuigltt/'Spewl^ towrf,. 
4d§ jAOl tilhdfotie tfie vfofh <(f s^V6ttft^ *<yeai«s 
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LETTER XXY. 



KYZlUrA TO TBB BST. MB*' YILSjAMB, 



Howarct Gmre, April 25» 

NO^ my dear Sir, no! ihe Hforh of ^euenieeu 
years, remains such as it was, «Ter unworthjr 
Jjonr ttme and your kbor^ ]»at. not more so 
:now,-*-Hat. least I .hojpe not^ — tkait before thaA^ ^ 

'fortnight which has bo much alarmed joo. 
, And yat^ I must coafesa, that I am not half 
•ao faa^py here at {HPesent^ as I was ere I we^t 
4o town : btit the change 10 Jn the place, not i|L 
«ne. Captain lAkran an^ Jil4df«ne Dural have 
ruined Howard QpoT^* Xb^ liarmoiiy that 
reigned r here, h idisturJbedv our. - scbenwBS are 
.fbrftken^ opr .way. .ctf Ujb -.is-j ^altei^, and our I 

tpooiforliis.deiliroyed^'iDMd; do ao^ suppose £on£26i» 
^tOivbeitbe- souircte of ti^aaeieyils^ for, had. our^ 
e3&eimi[W.beea» at|y Where ,#lsey so djfBag^c^eabte- 
an addition to our househodt^^W^^^-haTei (9aiNae<d: 
the same change at our return^ 

I was^ iuve you would he displeased with Sur 
Clement WiUougbby^ and therefore I am by n» 
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means surprised at what you say of him : but for 
Lord Oryille — ^1 must own, I had greatly feared 
that my weak and imperfect account would not 
bare procured him the good opinion which be 
so well deserres, and which I am delighted to 
find you seem to bare of him. Oh, Sir! could 
I hare done justice to the merit of which I be- 
lieye him possessed, — could I haye painted him 
to you such as he appeared to ttm, — then, indeed, 
you would have had some idea of the claim 
which be has to your approbation! 

After the last letter which I wrote in town^ 
nothing more passed preyious to our journey 
hither, except a yery yiolent quarrel between 
Captain Miryan and Madame Duyal. ' As the 
Captain intended to trayel on horseback, be, 
bad settled that we four females should make 
use of his coach. Madame Duval did not come 
to 'Queen-Ann-street till the carriage bad 
waited some time at the door; and then, at- 
tended by Monsieur Du Bois, she made her 
appearance. 

The Captain, impatient to be gone, would not 
suffer them to enter the house, but insisted that 
tv^e should immediately get into, the coach. We 
obeyed ; but were no sooner seated, than Madame 
Duyal said, ^^ Come, Monsieur Du Bois, these gtrla 
-can make yery good room for you*, nt dosei^ 
children," 
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Mrs. Miiran looked quite .confoluadedy and 
M Da Bois, after making some apologies about 
crowding us^ actually got into the coaeh^ on the 
side witk Miss Mirraa aad me. But no sooaet^ 
was he seated, thiin the Qiptaioy who had ob* 
served this transaction very quietly^ walked up to 
the coach door^ anying, ^^ What^ xieifher with your 
leaTe, n«r ^y your leaTe?" 

M. Dtt-Bidis seemcKl rather shocked^ and began 
to make^abttn^uuse o£ excuses^ hut the Captain 
neither understood nor regarded himy aad/ very 
ravgkly^ snidy *^ Look^^ Mcnsetr^ \\m here ttiay 
be a French fiishiB», for aught I know y — but 
G«?e and take is ln»in ali nations ; and so now, 
d'ye, see I'll make bold to show yon an Englirft 



one" 



And then, seising his wrist, he madb him jump 
ont'of tho coaoh.*^ 

M. Dtt Sois ioBtoritly pM bis hand npoa hii 
sword, and threatened to resent tius indig- 
nity. The Gapt^, holding, up his stick, bid 
him draw at his peril. Mrs. Mirvan, greatly 
alarmed, got out of the coach, and, standing 
between theniy . intreated her husband to re^ 
enler the house. 

/^ None^ of . ydur daek!'' eiied he, angrily, 
^' what the deTil ! ■• do you suppose I can't manage 
& Frenchman?' , 

Mean time, Madame Dural called out, ta 



M. Bu B(A^, ^' JB^j kti86»Z'4ey mon ami! ne le 
c^rrig&z paft / c^est un pikdn bittqui n*en vcnU ptm 
da p^ine." 

*' MonmeuT /» Capitain*/* cried M. Per Boi9^ 
^' voule»^u9 bien me demander pardon ?" 
. ^'Oh^ t»o! jOH <kBMiul p«rdoti^ do jiMi?" said 
tlie Capfai^;. '^ I tb^oglit as miucb^ I thouf^ 
you'd come to ; — so you ha^ loat y€«r retisk 
fey an Etiglii^ salutation^ faaye jo« ?" stmtling up 
to him With look» of defiaftee. 

A crowd was now gathering, asd Mrs. Mir^ 
ran again besought ^r husband to go into the 
house. 

** Why what a plague w the wonsran afraid 
of ? — - did yott ever know a Frenchman that 
couhl not take an affront ? — I warrant, MonsetT 
knows what he is about \ — don't you, Monseer ?* 

M. Bu Bois, not understanding him, only said, 
^^ plqit-ily Monsieur?** 

" No, nor dish me, neither!** answered the 
Capfain/, '^but be that as it may, what signifies 
our parleying here? If yottVe any thmgto pro- 
pose, Speak at once '^ if not, why let tis go on our 
journey without m6re ado.** 

" Parbleu. je n'entends tteUi moif^ cried 
M. Du Bois, shru^giiighis'slibdld^rs,' 'and looking 
very diainat. 

Mrs. Mirvan then advanced to Mm, and said, 
in French, that she was sure the Captain had 
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not any intentien la affront him, and begged he 
would desist from a dispute which conld onl j be 
prodnctiye of mutual misunderstanding, as neither 
of til em knew the language of the olher. > 

This sensible rem<mstrance. had the desired 
eflBect 'y and M. Du Bpis^ makmg a bow to everj 
one except the Gaptaiui t^j wisely ffcwe up the 
jK>tnt, and took laaTe. 

We then hoped to. farooeed quietly on our 
journeys but the. turbulent Captain wo^ld, not 
yet permit us: he approached Madame Dural 
with an exulting. air, andsaid^ '' Why how's this. 
Madam? what, has your champicm deserted you? 
why I thought you told me, that you old gentle* 
women had it all your own way among, them 
J*rj^ch sparks 7" 

'^ As to that, Sir,^' answered she, '' it's not of 
no consequence what you thought 3 for a person 
who can behaye in such a low way, may think 
what he pleases for me, for I shan't mind." 

^' Why, then, Mistress, since you viust needs 
make so free^" cried he, '^ please to ti^ll me the 
reason why you took the liberty for to ask any of 
your followers into my coach, without my leaye? 
Answer me to that;." 

. " Why, then, ^X9j, Sir !" retunied she, ^* tdl 
me the reason why you took the liberty to treat 
the gentleman in such an unpolite . way, as to take 
and pull him neck and heels eut? I'm sure he 
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badn't done nothing to affront you^ nor nobody 
else ; and I don't know what great hurt he would 
hare done you, by just sitting still in the coach ; 
he would not ha^e eat it." 

'^'What! do you think^ then, that my horses 
have nothing to do, but to carry about your 
sniyelling Frenchmen? If you do^ Madam, I 
must make bold to tell you^ you are out^ for VU. 
see 'em hanged first.'' 

" More brute you, then ! for they've never 
carried nobody half so good," 

** Why, look'ee^ Madam,, if you must needs 
provoke me, I'll tell you a piece of my mind ; 
you must know, I can see as far into a millstone 
as another man ; and so, if you thought for to 
fobb me off with one of your smirking French 
puppies for a son-in-law, why you'll find yourself 
in a hobble, — that's all." 

*' Sir, you're a — but I won't say what; — but, 
I protest, I hadn't no such thought 3 no more 
hadn't Monsieur Du Bois." 

" My dear !" said Mrs. Mirvan, " weshaU be 
very late." 

*' Well, well!" answered he, " get away then j 
off with you, as fast as you can ; it's high time. 
As to Molly, she's fine lady enough in all con- 
science y 1 want none of your French chaps to 
make her worse." 

And so saying, he mounted his horsci and we 
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^rove off. And I could np^ I>ttt t\nnk widi regret 
<»f the different feeliags wa esperieitced upoa 
le4¥iiig Londoii^ to vrhut bad i>eloAged io our 
entering it! 

During thejOfumeyy Mad«we X)»i^ 'W^so 'verj 
violent against the Captain, , that ab^ ohlig<^ 
Mrs. Mirvan to hfil her, tha^^ Mim k^ her pre* 
aence, she nutst bag bar to oboo^ sqine oiher 
aubject of discourse. 

We had a most aff0ctiooa>te vecfption from 
Lady Howard^ whose kindnfsa aiul h^futality 
eannot hA of waking e¥ery body ItAppy M^bo is 
dbpoaed so to be. 

Adieuy my dearest Sir !--4 hope, tbongb I hare 
hitharto negllieciad t0,uie»ti<H».it^ that y^fu have 
always 'r^nembered me %» wboener baa made any 
inquiry c<>ik6eniHig me. 
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LETTER XXVI. 



SYELINA TO THE REY. MR, TILL>A.R8« 

Hon'fird Grore, April 27. 

OH, nay dear Sir, I now write in the greatest 
uneasiness ! Madame Dirral has made a proposal 
which terrifies me to death, and which was atf 
unexpected as it is shocking. 

She had been employed for some hours thi^ 
afternoon in reading letters from London ; and> 
just about tea-time, she sent for n>e into her 
room, and said, with a look of great satisfac- 
tion, '* Come here, child! I've got some very 
good news to tell you ; something that will sun- 
prise you, 1*11 give you my word, for you ha'n't 
no notion of it." 

I begged her to explain herself; and then, in 
tenns which I cannot repeat, she said she had 
been considering what a shame it was, to sde me 
such a. poor, country, shame-faced thing, when 
I ought to be a fine lady; and that she had long, 
and upon several occasions, blushed for me, 
though she must own the fault was none of mine: 
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iPor nothing better coidd be expected from a girl 
who had been so immured: boweyer, she as- 
sured me, she had^ at length, hit upon a plan, 
Dirhich would make quite another creature of 
me. 

I waited without mucb impatience, to hear 
what tltis preface led ta; but I was soon awakened 
to more HtcIj sensations, when she acquainted 
me, that her intention was to prove my birthright, 
and to claim, by law^ the inheritance of mj real 
family! 

It would be impossible for me to express my 
exlreme consternation, when she thus unfolded 
ber scheme. My surpnse and terror were equally 
great. I could say nothings I beard her with 
a silence which I had not the power to break. 

She then expatiated very warmly upon the ad- 
vantages I should reap from her plan ; talked in 
a high style of my future grandeur ^ assured me 
how heartily I should despise almost every body 
and every thing 1 had hitherto seen; predicted 
my mairying into some family of the first rank in 
the kingdom ; and, finally, said I should spend a 
few months in Paris^ where my education and 
manners might receive their last polish. 

She enlarged also^upon the delight she should 
have, in common with myself, from mortifying 
the pride of certain people, and showing them, 
that she was not to be slighted with impunity. 
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^ti JAadame'il^DyaLwas .i^^t^SRHil!^ : to, ,if^ke ^t 

public. She told them, that she had.it in^r 
Jiead id m^ejiafi^lgu^ 49L.Vl^e,^fi^i ^^at.thejr 
^should soon «call aie.J^y ;j«iptherDame,^aji jthfit 
^f jLvariUe; <aQd..yet ^bl^t^fibe ;vas..^iol ,goiflg ,to 
>^ye theichildjuam^d^, Q^itUer. 

, I could oof e^wriB tQ hfftr.hfir.prpp^ed, ^andif^s 
^aing . to tjleaye » the ^kooiw j . ;^hiph v^w Mdy 
uBoward ipectoiJ^ci,. ^he i b^^d i |d$id^me S uyal 
^isvouUbdefen her intalligeape^tQ^spipe^a^bef Qppor- 
^Aunity ;..bttt she .^as jso jedger,t0.pGrB[)ni|ipica^ hf^r 
;. scheme, thkt she could beai^ no. delay, and there- 
;fore they Bu&red me to ga, without .opposition. 
-Indeed, whenejirfr .my .sitaatton or affiftirs are 

mentioned hy Madame Duval, she speaks, of them 
' ^ith.such* blunt^iess and seTeri^,> that I cannot 

be enjoined a task more cruel than tahear.her. 
I.I. fras aflecwards. iatcquainted t^ith 9oiue. parti- 
.jcnlars. ofathe .conyecsatton by .Miss.Miryan, who 
; ioild me that » Madame Duyal informed, ihem of 

4 

> her plan /with the ^utmost complacency, :smd 

• deemed to think henelf yery^fortuaale iu' haying 

^liggesied ii^ nbut soon afiteft*, «he . accidentally 

- betrayed i thak .«he , .bad t been inatigated 'to. die 

yoi. I. ■• i: ^ 
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scheme by lier relations the Branghtons^ wl^ose 
letters^ which she receiyed to-day, first mentioiied 
the proposal. She declared that she would have 
nothing to do. with Any- reund-about tt^ays^ bat 
go openly and i^tantly to law, ink drder to prove 
my hirihf real name, and title, to the estate of my 
ancestors. ^ ' > 

How hnpertinent and officious, in these 
Branghtons, to interfere thus in my concerns! 
You can hardly imagine what a disturhauce 
this plan has made in the family. The Gap- 
tain, without inquiring into any particulars 6€ 
the a'Sair, has peremptorily declared' hiikiyself 
against it, merely because it has been- proposed 
by Madame Duval, and they have "balded the 
point together with gr^t violence. Mrs. Mirvan 
says she will not even ihink, till she hears 
your opinion: — but Lady Howard, to my great 
surprise, openly avows her approbation of Ma- 
^m'e DuvaPs inte^on : however,, she will write 
her reasons; and senlimfflits upon the subjeat to 
you hel^f. . 

As to Miss Mirvan, she is my second «eiir, and 
neither hopes nor feaFS but as Z do : — and as to mey 
•— p-I know not what to say, nor even what to wish ; 
: I' have • often thouglit my fate^eculiarly cruel 
to have but one parent, m^ from that one to 
be banished for erer^-^^hileV on the other sidci 
I have bu^ too well* linown ftJid.ieU the pro- 
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priety of the separation : — and yet, you may 
much better imagine than I can express the 
internal anguish which sometimes oppresses my 
heart, wheki I reflect . upon ' the strange indif-^ 
ferency that must occasion a father never to 
make the least inquiry ader the heakh, the 
welfare, or even the life of his child! 

Oh, Sir! to me the lo^ is nothing! — great- 
ly, sweetly, and mpst benevolently, have you 
guarded me from feeling it ; — but for him, I 
grieve indeedl — \ must be divested, not merely 
of all filial piety, but of all humanity, could 
I ever think upon this subject, and not - hie 
wounded to the. soul. 

Again I must repeat, I know not what t^ 
wish: think for roe, therefore, my dearest Sirl 
and suffer my doubting mind^ that knows nof 
which way to direct its hop6s, to be guided 
hj your wisdom and unerring counseK 

Evelina^ 



».• . •» 
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icipittioo \.Iifbii7«i of .yt»«".ii*nfUir, < than: by. the 
^cjKy i am pQrWi^mg :ta4^.e ipf^pi^tpyiiiig 
to offer you advice upon, a ,§Ui(^c^>i CQapfo^Oifig 
af hi^ta .ycm ha^ie/sio |ust ja qliMmt tOf apt .^bi*' $our- 
p^tf.:*bH^5l',Vnoiw.yftu,-b^se ta^ m)aQBQtf»,d aiIov.e 
ioJfiju(^liq?;,l ta^^ Jfti*i»llyr,tftoik«o«W'Pf: Jlftur x>wii 

• Madaoie. .II)i»!9al(ib9«,ih^eiL(<prfipasi^ au/s^^beme 
\^blcb bas put us all in commotion ] and against 
wl\lfi|;i,„i^t -first, in common witb tbe rest of nay 
fam'il} , I exclaimed ; but upon more mature con- 
sideration, I own my objections bave almost 
wholly vanisbed. 

This scheme is no oilier than to commence a 
lawsuit witb Sir John Belmont, to prove the 
validity of his marriage witb Miss Evelyn; the 
necessary- consequence of whicb proof will he 
securing bis fortune and estate to bis daughter. 



Atid^wfcJ^, i»{f dear^Slr! sfeo^WnW- this* Iw?? 
I' kn^grt^ tlN^ vffton^ fiy^ hle^f^hi^ sttth- a pIsHi'^ 
c(y«^ji»idctfrthat iiiiMt>sko^ yM - blit'Il'lM»#^ 
toO) tktft^ ycmr- nmrt^' i»^sa) faiknt to bttiwg gle* ' 
yeHfe«>^ hjfpt^vlikcf^i, c^ to ofpiftsn^^aii^f* iai^ 

atcet«d«n&circ««i$lftff««M 

lff(^> hm mt9it^bichr*o#glit i«(iifr't« bis bbrleidrii*^ 

th« wMd'. N»«i)^bMi'bem>bmi^MMtoUei' of» 
-whateyer she bad to bestow; and tbe p«icvdiifl:r' 
attenrtioii' youl bate" gvreii to ber ed«^attoiib^s 
fenned ber miiid to a^degrtie of e&i^Iletteie; tbat^ 
in on€f so yo^nyg, I bavle- se^rii!^ et«r s^a ec(uA^ 
1^.' Fotixa%e, alone^ bas* tiitbertd beeM s^Mi^fig' 
of' ber gifts ', and 8be> u^o, ncTw o);iie¥i[S' the Wby 
wfakh letkds td all tbat- Is-l^ft^a v^isb f^ berl- 
"Wbat'your reasons niftj bave been, my good' 
Sir! for so carefully conceallrig^tbe birtb, name, 
and pretensions of tb»*afmlablc gifj, andfotbedrr- 
ifrg tomakfe ahyclartfir'uffort Sir' Jobn'Bdmont, 
I amr tblally a sttabger t^^, Hat, wtthoitt* kri<m^-* 
irfg; I* r^sjJcct • tbciacr, fnrtee tbe Mgh* opitiiorrt' E 
h ave' <jF ycfdrScfb'iirftctW^Btid'] ad gtn6nt'^ but Tfiopft 
tbfey arfe notitfstipiersftllc?; fbr^l cAtiwfcrt VtiM^ 
tbkt* it was net'ei^ dteigtffta-for' oncf, yfrfio st?eto» 
meant to grace tbe wbrld, to bavr ller'KfeT dfe- 
y^med' its retlrtelrfettt 

n 3 



Surely Sir John Belmont, i^reteh asr be has 
flhown bimaelf, cov(Id never see bU accomplisbeil^ 
daughter^ and not be pnmd to own her, and 
eager to secure her the inheritance of his fortune^ . 
The adnairation she met with in town, though 
merely the effect of her external attractions, was. 
such that IMrs. Mirran assures me she wouliL 
have had the most splendid offen, bad there not 
seemed to be some mystery in regard to her' 
hirthy which, she was well informed, -was assi-^ 
dttoifsly, though vainly, endeavoured to be dis-* 
covered* 

Can it be right, my dear l^r ! that this pro- 
mising young creature should be deprivedvof 
the fortjane. and rank of life to which she ia 
lawfully entitled, and which you have prepared, 
her to support and to use so nobly? To despise 
riches m^y, indeed, be philpsophie; but to dis- 
pense them worthily must,; surely, be. moire. 
beneficial to mankinds 

Perhaps a few years, or, indeed, a much shorter 
time, may make this scheme impracticable : Sir 
John, though yet young, leads a li£& too dissi- 
pated for long duration; and, when too late,, 
we may regret that something was not sooner 
done ; for it will be. next to impossible, after he. 
jis gone, to^ttleor prove any thing wi^h bia heira 
and executors. 

Pardon the earnestness with which I write mj 



sense of this affair; but your cbarming ward has 
made me so warmly her friend^ that I cannot 
be indiJSerent upon a subject of such importance 
to her future life. 

Adieu> my dear Sir! — send me speedily an 
answer to this remonstrance, and believe me to 
be^ etc» 

M. HOWABS* 
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LETTER XXrlfHf' 



MR. VIIXAR8- TO 1.ADT AOWAIU>^ 

Berry-Hill, Majr 7r, 

YOUR letter, Madam, haft opened a source 
•f anxietj to wkich I look forward with dread^ 
and which to see closed I scarcely dare expect. 
I am unwilling to oppose mj opinion to that of 
jour Ladyship; nor, indeed, can I, hut by argu- 
ments which, I believe, will rather rank me a& 
a hermit, ignorant of the world, and fit only for 
my ceU, than aa a proper guardian, in an age 
such as this, for an accomplished young woman.. 
Tet, thus called upon, it behoTcs me to_ explain,^ 
and endeaTOur to vindicate, the'reasons by which 
I have been hitherto guided. 

The mother of this dear child, — who was led 
to destruction by her own imprudence, the hard- 
ness of heart of Madame Duyal, and the villany 
of Sir John Belmont, — was once, what her daugh^ 
ter is now, the best beloved of my heart ; and 
her memory, so long as my own holds, I shall 
loTe, mourn, and honor ! On the fatal day thai 



Ittt g^iitle 59Ul l«ft ils'iMaiiMmtf and not tnaujr 
imurs &?^Ait cefimd ioHteaifktty I'solesmly p^Tgltted 
Ay' faltlf^^ T^Hc^ h^r chiid^ if it iiued, ejiould htsiP^ 
no fdtfc^ hilt- niy^^lf c^P her a^hn&u^iedgeS hus^ 

Yob danmiot^ Mydaniy' suppose tlfesi' I fbmid 
mbck' ^liliciilij' itt a^hdring to this promise, and 
fdrbekrtlkg to i»dk>e nxtj claim upoit Sir Jblin 
Bifelniom. Could' I ^1' atr afK^foit' the moA 
paftcvnabfbr this pdbr stifl^rer, atld not aBomittate 
her destitij^r? Goald ! msdi to d^livci^ to kim, 
-vrho fa^d sb blts^lf bcitr^jed the mother, the 
tielplesi and innboent cLffsprtng^ who> hpm in sb 
BBUch sorrow, seemed eMitkd^ to all tHe ana^ 
pdssioniitd teiideritess- of pitj? 

For manj ]f€ars, the name alotieof that maxi, 
adcfdeataHysflokeRiir my hearing, almOst drrosted 
lil^ of my Glfriaiianttj,' and scared couid I forJbcar 
to exeertfte hint. Yei T soitghfe not^ neilber did 
I desire, to deprive- hihir of his child ; had' ho, 
-with any appearanee of contrition, or, indbed^ 
of hunianity, endeavoured to heooihe less un- 
worthy snch a biessihg.;— ^fatrt he is a. ^stranger 
to all parental feelings, and.'h8ls> with' ai/iHTAge 
inSensibflily, forbotn: td 1114^^1^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^1^6 
existence of this sweet orphan,' thou^ IhCiSituaiion 
•f his injured wdfe was hatttoo weU knovifn t0:bitti. 

You with to be ao^uaisit^ with ^my intcQr 
tio(nst«^lmtt8t flcluioWled|;f^ th^y wtsjfe sii$;h ai^ 



I now perdetioe would not be houored H^ilh jqvlt 
Ladyship's approbajtion : for tbough I have some- 
times thought of presentiug EyeUiia to her father^ 
and demamliiig the justice which is her due, yet, 
at other times, 1 have both disdained and fbare4 
the applieatoon; disdained, lest it should be re-^ 
fusedy-'^and feared, lest it should be accepted I 

Lady Beknont, who was firmly pers^uaded of 
her approaching dissolution, frequemtly and ear- 
nestly besought me, that, if her in£Bint was a 
lemak, f wojiki not abandon her to the direction 
of: a, man so wholly unfit to take the charge of 
her. ieducation ; but^ should she be importunately 
demanded, that I. would retire with her abroad,, 
and carefully coUceal her from Sir John, till 
some apparent change in his sentiments and 
ibonduct ^should announce hiiu less improper for 
such a trust. And often would she say, ^^ Should 
the poor babe .hare ajij feelings correspondent 
with its mother's, it^ will have no wa»t while 
under yoap protection." Alasi she had no sooner 
-quitted it herself,- than she was plunged into a 
gudf of misery,' that -swallowed up her peac«, 
repQl*tion,>amd lifk. ' ■ 

DuHng the chiU|iood of Evelina, I suggested 
A thousand plans 'ffur tlte security of her birth- 
right ;^^but I as ofteii times rejected them i I was 
in a perpetual conflict,' between the desire that 
she should haye justice done her, and -the ap^ 



jEV^ii^i:- 227' 

pretension thai, whUe I improred her fortune, 
1 should cjndanger her mind. However, as^ 
her character hegan to be formed, and her dis- 
position to be displayed, my perplexity abated; 
the road- before me seemed, less thorny and* 
intricate, and I thought I could perceive thes 
right path from tiie wrong: for, when I ob- 
sensed the artless openness, the ingenuous^ 
simplicity of her nature j when I saw that her 
guileless and innocent soul fancied all the worlA 
to be pure and disinterested, as herself,, and- 
that her heart was open- to CTcry impression: 
with which Iotc, pity, or art, might assail it;, 
— then did I flatter myself, that to follow my 
•wn inclination, and to secure her welfare, was 
the same thing; sinccj to expose her to the 
9nares- and dangers inevitably encircling, a house 
of which the master is^ dissipated and unprin-* 
cipled, without the guidance of a mother, or 
any prudent and sensible female, seemed to me 
no less than suSering her to stumble into some 
dreadful pit, when the sun was in its meridian. 
My plan, therefore, was not merely to educate 
and to cherish her as my own, but to adopt 
her the heiress of my small fortune, and to 
bestow her upon some worthy man, with whom 
she might spend her days in tranquillfty, cheer- 
fulness, and goodhumor; untainted by vice,, folly, 
or ambition^ 



/' 
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aria' i' liop'^ i«^y wid i» ifi«reaf*i«* -dwrtv t^i 

aciounf for, tluf afeS t(i jii^f^, MSI ««8»f 
whici; hasVesurfe/frc)rii"lh^! jft' iWVrtftriM* 
to speak of tbe' time to' e6iS^^ 

Ana here'; ihaecd, laiS s^hiiblg' of AHRiiHtes7 
wliicb t almost d^paif rf siMfJ^VhtiSg'* aii^WB* 
iiig to" my wisne.s! T jfey tfie' h'l^BeW aJR^BflfW 
to your' lla'ayslHys^ dpJffida, whlcfa* it'^ K* ^ii 
ifemely paififuT tome 116% tii*ccWtfei'''iWIh;' yc^5 
I'ain s6 wetf acqiiainlecl ^tff fottfsHmrif^i 
tbal 1 presiitiie to hope it* "^otflff" no¥ ro'aBibr- 
lately impossible foi* mVto dSer iuA sii^tft^nlS 
as might lea^ you to'tbink' wilb'm6*,' tlikt tKK 
young creature^s' ctiance'oi hajffrfn'esi sfe*ttift tt'si 
doubtful * in retirement tliari it' ^dtiTd fie" it' t!?# 
gay and aissipatea^worlrf: But .wby sbbiHd I J)ei^ 
plex your Ladyship wilb reasoniiig diat edif 'liit^ 
lo fee Ktile account? for, alas*! wtial^ airgii- 
ments, wbat pcrsuasldns caii I' niaVe ii^'e of, ^witfi 
any prospect of succ<?ss, to" sucb* a'.vi'oiiian' ai 
Madame Duval ? Her cTiaracler , arid' tbe' v^ 
lence of ber disposition^ intiinidate me from 
making the attempt: slie' is^ too igrioraiit for 
instruction, too obstinate for intreaty, and tod 
weak for reason. 

I will ndt, tlierefoirc, enlcr into 1^ coritesi 
from wbicb I have uotbing to expect but' al- 



tlie nature of colors wilh the blind, ai' aiiti at 
flKAih^rtn^ ^icV cbrWc«6rf at^ irAnd' sh Tv^iTped 
Uj* |iKifutlt<f<^, s& Mnirti: ttf^* slite of uhHJl/ arid 
mibef'arp'ii^M<5fft. Uhti'sM a*5 ^L^ id'to^doirtifeli; 
persuasion' M^ovHtl tirt hdl-'de^d', a'tld^ oiifrdsittoii 
irfSDeii'se ner": I yietd^, ifeerefore,* to tb*^*'ntfceS*$i't^ 
vliicli' coinpas^ my" fel^Btafit* 6^6i^ie^i^6fede, arid 
sTiall now' turn' aft' ^f ihtiu^t% tfjJdfa^ccfffSfitf^r^ 
iiig' of sucK metfiodS* f5r the cdiidticllhg lliii 
enterprise, as may W most' cWtfuciV6* to the 
happlnVss of my* child, and least' hable' td wound ' 
Ker sehsiLiIity. 

Tlie lawsuit', thefeKfre) I wholly and ah«o^ 
lutely disapprove ► 

Will you, my rfear Madain, forgive the free- 
dom of an old* nian, if I own myself greatly 
surprisect, tliaf you could, evtii for a momeiity 
listen to a plaii so violent, so public, so totally 
repugnant to all female delicacy*? 1 ain satisfied 
your tadyshlp hais not -Weighed' thi^ projects 
There was a time, indeed, when, lb assci^ iHe 
innocence of Lacfy' Fetinont, to blazon to tti^ 
world the wrongs, not guilty by which sKe 
suflcred, 1 proposed — ^riay, attempted-;— a siinilai* 
plan: but then, all assistance and eiibouragement 
was denied. How cruel to the remembrance 
I bear to her woes^ is this tardy resentment oT 
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Madame DuTal ! sbe was* deaf to the yoice oC 
nature, though she haa hearkened to that o€ 
ambition. 

NeTer can 1 consent ^to hare this dear and- 
timid giii brought forward to the notice of the 
urorld bj such a method^ — a method, whicb- 
will subject her to all tlie impertinence of cu— 
riositjr, the sneers of conjecture, and the stings 
of ridicule. And fpr what? — the attainment o€ 
wealth,, which she does not want ; and the 
gratification of yanity, which she does not feel* 
— A child to appear against a father! — no^ 
Madam, old and infirm as J. am, I would even, 
yet sooner convey her myself to some remote 
part of the world, though I were sure of dying, 
in the expedition. 

Far different, had been the motiyes whicR. 
would have stimulated her unhappy mother to 
such a proceeding *, all her felicity in this worHT 
was irretrievably lost : her life was become a* 
burthen to her; and her fair fame, which she- 
had early been taught to prize above all other 
things , had received a mortal wound : therefore^^ 
to clear her own honor, and to secure frovcL 
blemish, the birth of her child, was all the igood 
which Fortune had reserved herself the power 
of bestowing. But even this last consolation 
was withheld from her ! 

Let milder measures be adopted^ and — ^since 



it' mosl he so, — ^let application be made to Sir 
John Belmont 4 but as to a lawsuit, I hope^ 
vpon this subject, ueyer more to hear it men* 
tioned. 

With Madame DuTal, all pleas of delicacj 
would be ineffectual ] her scheme must be op* 
posed by arguments better suited to her un^- 
derstanding : I will not, therefore, talk of its 
impropriety, but endeavour to prove its inutility* 
Have the goodness, then, to tell her that her 
own intentions would be frustrated by her plan^ 
since, should the lawsuit be commenced, and 
•even should the cause be gained. Sir Johft 
Belmont would still have it in his power,, 
•^-and, if irritated, no doubt' in his inclina- 
tion — ^ to cut off her granddughter with a shil- 
ling. 

She cannot do better, herself^ than to remain 
quiet and inactive in the affair; the long and 
mutual animosity between her and Sir John 
wU] make her interference merely productive 
of debates, and iMwill; neither would I have 
Evelina appear till summoned^ and as to 
myself, I must wholly decliae ac/t/ig-^-— though 
I will, with unwearied zeal, dcTOte all my 
thoughts, to giving coc^nspl: but, in truth, I. have 
neither inclination nor spirits adeq^uate to en- 
gaging personally with this man. 

My opinion is- that he would pay more respecl 



to'a letter froiilk your lAAj^xp, upon tfab* snb^ 
]t<^y tHanfrom any otber person. I therefore 
•xiTise and hope that yon wiH yourself take 
the trouUe of writing to him, in order to opeik 
the a£fWir'. When he shall be irieltned to see 
EreltiKi^ I have for htm. a postlSunioiis letter^ 
"Which his mhcH-^injiired Lady left to- he pre^ 
sented to him, if ever audh a tneetiag shouUL 
take place. 

The T iews' cff th^ Braftghtom^ in^ sv^estlng 
this sch^m^, are ohvidusly interested';' they 
hope, by securing to Erelina- the foi^tune of 
hdr father, to indued Msnlame Diir'al to settle 
her own dpon- themselVes. In- thiv^ howeieir^ 
they Would ptobsdi>ly be mistaken; for little 
ifalfads bate ever a propensity to bestow their 
wealth upon those who are already in affluence;. 
and, therefoi'e, the less her grandchild re- 
quires hfer assbtance, the more |^adl^ she will 
gjve iti 

I hitre but one thing. mor^te add,' frmofi whieh> 
how^Ter, I* can by no means i^^cede: my wor4>. 
80 solemhly given to LadyBdmont, that her cfaiKt 
rfionld never be. owned but wiih/ herself nnisi be 
inviolably adhered to» 

X^am, destt iSadani, -^fth^reat resjfect, 

ToUr Ladyship's most obedient servant 

A»TBUiE YlXAitBS^ 



ZftXtHX? ' 2$5' 



LffFFEBP XDPIX) 



Berry Hill^ Maj 2. 

WyVT" Mher^tfyii t' symfnthiie in the «rA«)t- 
siA^^'at^S' cbtf6ierti whtcb my beldved Evdia* 
hxii B& vttath' reistfA to fed i Tkte cru^l scheikie 
iflr a^Aibilc is 'eit|Jtalf|r' repugnant to tAy. jud^gment - 
arffl mj ivltMmtkkiy'*^jety to oppose It se^ms itm- 
pkWYicfaUI^; To«^foilow tbe dictAtes of nkj own 
h^strl, I ^tatltA* ifiit^oitly r^ea) you td myself^.- 
aHSt^ntfter nUti^ obnseiiHo your 'b'dngr separated) 
ttSm m^) hiit the iuAttbers* aiid^ opiakm* of the 
v^ld'd«tarldd'adi£fci«nrtotichict. Hope, how* 
every for the hest; and he satisfied- yoii shalL 
n^tfyrith' n^ indigivhy': if' yoWare not rfeceiT^d 
imytSiat ol^vti fktMf *' yom>ught' to h€^ and: 
wMr th^ di§fitfClk>il' tjkrat U'your due^ yfou shall 
H«W i<^ f<fr«1r<W*; . tfrfd.'oncfe' again restored tof* 
Ufy'pAtfcAt^ri, 8(Stf(fr^^r^oiMta''traiil[urllity, an^^^ 
iX^«;;aryob^ht^e^»M!«nw*ddJieiia»^^ ^iPf«« 
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XTXLIKA TO THS «ET. Ifll. YIX.LAB5» 

Howard Grove, May 6. 

THE ^die is thrown, and I atlend tbe e^ent m 
trembling ! liady Howard has written to Paris^ 
and sent her letter to town, to be forwar.ded in 
the ambassador's packet; and in less than a fort* 
nighty thereibre, she expects an answer* Oh, 
Sir, with what anxious impatiencis shall I wait 
its arriyal f npon it seems to depend the fate 
ci my future life ! Mj aolicitude is sp^reat, and 
my suspense so paiiiful> that I cannot rest a noio-* 
ment in peace> or torn -my thoughts, into any 
other channel. 

Deeply interested as I now am in the eyent, 
most sincerely do I regret that the plan was eyer 
proposed : me thinks it cannot end ta my satas- 
fkction ; fer, either I must be torn fvom xhj^ arm» 
of my mora than falher, or X must bare the xm- 
sery of being finally oonyineed tb«t I am crudly 
rejected by him who has' the natural . claim ta 
that dear title ^ a title, — which; to write, mention^ 



•r think of, fills |uy whole soul wilh filial ten* 
derness. 

The suhject is discQS9ed here etemallj.^ 9^P* 
tain Miryan and M^da^me Duval, as usual^ quarrel 
-whenever it is started: but I am so wholly 
engrossed hy my own reflections^ that I cannot 
even listen to them. My imagination changes 
the scene perpetually : one moment, I' am em- 
braced by a kind and relenting parent, who 
takes me to thai heart from which I have hitherta 
been banished, and supplicates, through me, 
pea<^ and forgiveness from the . ashes of my 
mother! — at another, he regards me with detes- 
tation, considers me as the living image of an 
injured saint, and repulses me with horror!^-* 
But I will not afHict you with the melancholy 
phantasms of my brain, I will endeavor to com- 
pose my mind to a more tranquil state, and for- 
bear to write again, till I have in some measure 
snceeeded. 

May Heaven bless you^ my dearest Sir! and 
long, long may it continue you on earth, ta 
bles9 

Tour grateful 

ETCLnrA ! 
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LADT ^OWABD' TO Sift JOUS BELMONT^ BABr. 

rio^r* 4f oV<^,' Miff 5.' 
Sm, 

YOU wrfl, doubtfeiss, be sttrpH^isd a« ire^eMug 
a' letter'fi'omo^e i^ho had for so shoi^ta p^fibd 
tli6 h6nor of your acquamla'nce^ aTtdftbit-At so 
great a distance of time; but'tbe motiVe, Which 
b^ induced me to take this libertjr, is of s6 de- 
licatef atiatt^e^ tbat^ wete I td cofknmenc'e making, 
apologies for' mjr offi^iotisnf^ksf' I' fbaii^^ m^leHe^ 
iirotild hfe tob long- fct'^ yoiir'p^icnce. 

You baye^ probably, already conjectured the 
.mibfect' upon wbtcbf'I nVeant'to tre^t: my rfegard 
tbr Mr. Etelyb and bis atniable daughter wa» 
well known to you ; nor can I ever cease to be 
interested in wlk^tdver belD'nCga to their memory 
or family. 

I muat own myself somewhat distressed in what 
manner to introduce the purport of my writing ^ 
yet^ as I think that, in affairs of this kind; frank- 



Bess i»'tlie*fitst vequisite lo a ^odimderfitaiuiiiig 
^ between'4tie ipavtieft oofii^rned, 1 will ^either tor- 

tMes, -bttt )ppoe«ed 'iasl^ntly -and .openly 4o <the 
bii«fn«69 wbieh «o(M6i9Bs^my ^gurkig ^3cou tbis 

4Fouble. 
' I pk*ed«Hue/'Sir, it*wcAil(l4i6 supefCittOuii^a t^U 

. you, -" that your i^hUd- resides -still in DopSetftbire, 
Biid is «^l*uttder 4.be -protection of the RcYeretfd 

V Mr. "Wllars, in ^bose bouse «b©- was • born ; • for, 
tboogb no inquiries oonceming- her herveir^aebed 

•4ii8 ears, or mine,'^! <5an nerer. suppose it* possible 
you bave forborne tajuake ibem: it only remains, 
therefore, to tell you, that your daughter is now 
^rown up; i,bat she 'bas'been educiited with the 
'totmost eare bvA tbe utmost succe^ ; ^nd that^he 
is now* a in<^l deserving, accomplished j, and 
amiable young -womati. 

•Whatever -may be your view for her ^ future 
destin&tien'inlife, .it seems time to declare it. 

^•Shc' is ^r©a*ly, admiired, andy I- doub«-^t, Will 
he i^ry-mueb^so«gbt'«fteT:' k Is proper, thet^e- 
fore, that her future expectations, and your 
p}eii6urevcon€erningiber,^sho^d'be>iuald^ ktiown. 
^Bet>ev^ ^ne^ I8ir , ^sbe* ^lacklAu - y duf tit^6st *IMfa- 

'-41^ and regard. ^*¥ou o^utd n<»t se^ i^kd'^kn^w 

• ^r,"aftd' ^^main unniov<^' by those ^ ft^^^jiti^ns 

^^fraffeotioii' whkh<^dbng 4^ s^ kei^atid' tender 
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^ « relationship. She is the loTelj resembUiD^ of 

her loyely molheri — pardon, Sir, the libertj I 

. take in mentioning that unfortunate lady, but I 

\ think it behoyes me, upon this occasion, to show 

' the esteem I felt for her; allow me, therefore, to 

say, and be not offended at my freedom, that 

the memory of thbt excellent lady has but too 

long remained unde^ the aspersions of calumny ; 

surely it is time to vindicate her fame! — and 

how can that be done in a manner more eligible, 

more grateful to her friends, or more bono- 

. rable to yourself, th^n hj openly receiving as 

your child the daughter of the late. Lady Bel-- 

mont? 

The venerable man, who b^s had the c^e of 

4 

her education, deserves your warmest, acknow- 
'ledgmeats, for the unremitting pains he has 

taken and attention he has sbown in the dis- 
' -chaise of his trust. Indeedj she. has bf en pecu- 

liiarly foftiinate in ip^eeting "vnth such a fcieiid 
ja^d <.^^^ar4i9s$t:; a;.;more .wor^y man, pr one 

whose character seenwuevtr to perfection, does 

.1 /ijfifwt.we tq^^^ilre,yoU;.8iri sba wiilamtply 
Mf*y':M^b«|eY^feg^,a«id favoc you v^j here- 
..f^SUfri^yi h^y by the .comfort and :b$tppin}B6s 
; .y4Hi>joa«(n^fsil to &oA in. heriaSectipii aud du^. 
1 IV be.^wi99d prcjpfirfy by y^ la ibe. first wish 
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of her heart ; and I am sure that to merit 
your approbation will be the first study of her 
life. 

I fear that you will think this address imperti- 
nent ; but I must rest upon the goodness of my 
intention to plead my excuse. 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

M. HoWABB. 



SXOi or TH£ FIBST YOLUMZ. 
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